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To  the  Congregational  Churches  of  Chrijl  among 
whom  I  labour  at  Margaret-Jlreet  Chapel,  in 
London  ;  Sunbury,  in  Middlefex  ;  and  Richmond 
and  Woking,  in  Surry  ;   peace  be  multiplied. 

Dear  Brethren  and  Sillers  in  the  Faith, 

LEARNING  or  eloquence  have  I  none, 
but  fuck  as  1  have  give  1  you.  I  here  pre- 
fent  you  with  the  Arminian  Skeleton,  together 
with  an  account  of  the  anatomizing  of  Armenius. 
The  fecond  is  a  Carnal  Pracher  differed,  in  a 
Series  of  Letters,  written  to  friends  in  the  coun- 
try at  various  times.  I  am  quite  aware  of  all 
the  invenomed  artillery  which  Malice  is  likely 
to  fend  from  her  quiver ;  I  therefore  fat 
down,  and  counted  the  coft  before  I  began  to 
build;  and  found,  upon  a  very  moderate  compu- 
tation, it  amounts  to  no  more  than  this  abomin- 
able fum,  "  That  which  is  highly  e [teemed  among  ft 
men  is  abomination  in  the  fight  of  GfAT  c(  God  is 
A  2, 
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on  my  fide,  I  will  not  fear.     What  can  man  do  unto 
me?" 

I  have  written  what  I  believe  in  my  confcience 
to  be  the  truth;  and  the  lip  of  truth Jball  be  : 
bliJJoed  in  the  earth,  though  ten  thoufana  let 
themfelves  againft  it.  And  a  lying  tongue  is  but 
for  a  moment,  though  all  the  world  fupport  it.  I 
have  endeavoured,  in  fome  things,  to  imitate 
young  Elihu  with  Job ;  that  is,  not  to  accept  any 
man's  perfon,  nor  give  flattering  titles  to  man,  left 
my  Maker  take  me  away  (a). 

I  know  fome  of  you,  who  are  fimple  in  foul, 
but  rather  near-fighted,  would  like  it  better  if 
there  were  more  fmooth  things,  a  fofter  lan- 
guage, and  lefs  fiery  zeal.  To  which  I  anfwer, 
Though  fome  upright  men  may  be  ajlonijloed  at 
this,  yet  the  innocent  Jball  jlir  up  himfelf  againji 
the  hypocrite  (b).  I  ought  not  to  aim  at  men- 
pleaiing;  Chrift  alone  is  my  Mafter ;  it  is  to 
him  alone  I  look  for  my  wages,  and  to  him  I 
jland  or  fall.  The  divinity  and  language  I  got 
on  my  knees,  in  anfwer  to  prayer,  and  by  the 
mere  dint  of  hard  ftudy ;  and  when  you  have 
read  it  through,  I  am  ready  to  appeal  to, your 

(a)  Jobxxxii.  21,  22,  Job  xvii.  8. 

confcience, 


DEDICATION.  v 

confcience,  whether  the  doctrine  and  experience 
is  from  heaven,  or  of  men.  If  it  be  of  men,  the 
Arminians  will  love  it,  though  it  is  fure  to  come 
to  nought ;  but  if  it  be  of  God,  they  will  hate  it, 
though  it  cannot  be  overthrown. 

This  I  am  fure  of,  the  dodlrines  which  I  have 
written  are  not  after  man ;  for  I  /earned  them  not 
of  man,  neither  was  I  taught  them,  but  by  the  re- 
velation of  Jefus  Chriji.  For  I  had  been  fome 
months  in  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  gofpel  be- 
fore I  went  to  hear  the  gofpel  at  all ;  and  I 
niuft  confefs  I  am  warmly  attached  to  the  bleff- 
ed  tuition  of  that  great  prophet  of  the  church 
Chrift  Jefus  my  Lord,  and  do  mcll  heartily 
acquiefce  with  pious  Job,  in  his  confeiiion  and 
queftion,  Behold,  God  exalteth  by  his  power  ;  who 
teacheth  like  him  (a)  ? 

Some  may  fay,   it  is  prefumptuous  in  fuch  a 
babe  as  I,  to  take  fo  capital  an  error  by  the  cel- 
lar.    To  which  I  anfwer,  God  fometinK 
the  mouth  of  babes  andfucklings,  ore  ength  to 

perfect  praife,    that  he  may  ftill  the  enemy  of 
Avenger  (b).     But  perhaps  my  Reader  is  om  of 
that  ftamp,  that  has  an  hope  of  all  the  world 

(a)  Job  xxxvi.  22.  {b)   PC  \  16. 
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ing   faved,   whether   they  hold  the   truth,   of 
whether  they  hold  errors.     If  thy  faith  is  thus 
founded,  its  fyafis  is  nothing  but  lies;  and  God 
will  fweep  away  the  refuge  of  lies,  and  the  waters 
Jhall  overflow  fuch  hiding-places  (a).     Take  heed 
therefore  left  thou  fhouldeft  be  drowned  in  de- 
JiruMion  and  perdition.     If  thy  foul  had  fnffered 
under  the  feverity  of  the  law,  as  fome  have, 
and  thy  deliverance  from  guilt  and  wrath  had 
come  to  thy  heart,   by  faith  in  Chrift's  atone- 
ment,  the  fame  Spirit  that  wrought  faith  would 
lead  thee  into  the  truth  of  God's  election,   that 
God  might  have  all  the  glory,  and  boafting  be 
excluded.     If  this  is  thy  experience,  thou  wilt 
be  valiant  for  the  truth ;  and,  as  a  good  foldier 
of  Chrift,  fight  the  good  fight  of  faith,  and  con-* 
tend  for  that  faith  which  was  once  delivered  to  the 
faints.     But  if  thy  religion  be  taken  up  upon 
truft  only,   and  it   is  a  matter  of  indifference 
with  thee  what  thou  art  eftablifhed  in,  truth  or 
error,  thy  religion  has  no  root  at  all  in  Chrift ; 
thou  wouldeft  fell  all  for  lefs  than  thirty  pieces 
of  filver ;  yea,  for  one  morfel  of  bread  thou  wouldeji 
franfgrefs. 

(<?)  Ifa.  xxviii.  17, 

Every 
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Every  truth  we  part  with  is  an  infinite  Iofs ; 
and  I  daily  fee  an  aweful  departure  from  the 
do&rines  of  the  gofpel.     Errors  gain  ground  ; 
and  champions  for  Truth  are  but  few  in  num- 
ber, when  compared  to  the  other  hoft.     If  thou 
art  a  child  of  God  by  faith,   fee  to  the  ground- 
work.    Haft  thou  the  faith  of  God's  eletft  ?  let 
election  be  its  bafis.    Haft  thou  a  juilifying  faith  ? 
let  imputed  righteoufnefs  be  its  bafis.    Hafl  fhou 
a  victorious  faith  ?  thy  victory 
arm.     Haft  thou  a  purifying  faith?  then   fi 
fetches  its  purifying  efficacy  from  a   Saviour's 
blood.     Give  up  none  of  thefe  truths ;  for,  if  we 
think  truth  is  not  worth  contending  for,  we  may  / 
expedl  the  Spirit  to  clap  his  wings  and  take 
flight  from  us.     You  read   of  a  bird  of  thi 
carrying  a  voice,  and  of  that  which  Jiath  wings 
declaring  a  matter ;  and  woe  to  our  fouls  when 
God  departs  from  us.     But  if  thou  canfl  not  di- 
geft  the  do&rincs  herein  contained,  thou  inuft 
wait  till  the  day  of  dooifl,  when  j  net 

will  be  drawn  to  the  end  of  time* — its  lait 
and  then  thou  fhalt  fee  all  Adam's  offspring  af- 
fembled  in  a  valley  called  the  valley  of ' <• 
perhaps  fo  called,  beeaufe  the  Lord  cide  , 

the   long  controvcrfy  between    ii  n  ofj 

God  and  the   children  of  the  ticfli,  about 
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doctrines  of  fovereign  grace,  and  thofe  of  fallen 
nature ;  put  ye  in  the  fickle,  for  the  harveji  is  ripe ; 
get  ye  down,  for  the  prefs  is  full,  the  fats  overflow, 
for  their  wickednefs  is  great.  Multitudes,  multi- 
tudes in  the  valley  of  decijion  :  for  the  day  of  the 
Lord  is  near  in  the  valley  oj  decijion  (a).  I  know 
a  controverfial  writer  is  always  deemed  to  be  in 
his  own  fpirit :  however,  God  hath  a  controverfy 
with  ail  nations  (b) ;  and  his  minifters  Jhall  teach 
his  people  the  difference  between  the  holy  and  the 
profane :  and  in  controverfy  they  Jhall  Jland  in 
judgment  {c).  God's  decrees  ftiall  not  always  be 
called  horrible,  nor  an  everlafting  righteoufnefs 
be  called  imputed  nonfenfe.  Vindictive  juftice 
fhall  avenge  the  quarrel  of  fovereign  mercy,  fo 
foon  as  old  time  bringeth  the  day  of  the  Lord's 
vengeance  on,  and  the  year  of  recompences  for  the 
controverfy  of  Zion  (d).  What  thou  haft  to  fay 
againft  the  truths  herein  contained,  will  caufe  but 
little  trouble  to  me ;  God's  approbation,  and  the 
teftimony  of  a  good  confcience,  are  fufficient  to 
fupport  any  man  under  the  fcourge  of  tongues. 

I  did  intend  to  have  put  my  Spiritual  Will 
and  Teftament  in  this  little  work;  but  it  fwelled 

(a)  Joel  iii.  13,  14.  (i)  Jer.  xxv.  31. 

{c)  Ezck,  xliv,  23,  24.  (d)  Ifaiah  xxxiv.  8. 
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in  my  hands  more  than  I  expe&ed ;  and  I  am 
likewife  building  a  new  chapel,  confequently 
fhali  have  fomething  to  fay  about  that  in  my 
Will ;  therefore  it  mull  come  out  in  a  phamphlet 
by  itfelf. 

Reader,  thou  wilt  in  all  probability  find  fome 
tautology  in  my  book,  which  is  eafily  accounted 
for;  becaufe  when  I  have  been  indulged  with  a 
great  flow  of  matter,  I  have  been  obliged  to  flop 
the  fpring,  in  order  to  ftudy  a  difcourfe ;  and 
preaching  fix,  fevcn,  or  eight  times  a  week; 
and  my  places  lying  fo  wide  apart,  have  bgen 
an  impediment  in  my  way. — For,  when  I  came 
to  fit  down  again,  I  had  forgotten  what  I  had 
gone  through;  and  it  was  fome  time  before  I 
could  get  my  crufe  to  fpring  again.  I  have  had 
many  vifitors  alfo,  to  hinder  me  ;  and  many  let- 
ters to  write  ;  together  with  a  deal  of  ficknefs  in 
my  family,  which  has  fometimes  obliged  me  to 
fit  up  all  night  to  write.  I  believe  it  will  be 
very  offenfive  to  the  Devil,  becaufe  I  have  been 
often  violently  tempted  fincc  I  have  been  at  it. 
I  alfo  think  it  will  comfort  fome ;  becaufe,  at 
times  I  have  been  as  much  comforted.  And 
I  think,  it  will  not  be  altogether  without  power ; 

becaufe 
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becaufe  I  got  moft  of  it  on  my  knees,  in  anfwer 
to  prayer. 

I  have  more  works  on  the  wheels,  and  as  foon 
as  pofllble,  will  mould  them  together,  and  work 
them  off;  and  they  fhall  inform  the  world  what 
God  has  done  for  my  foul.  JKll  the  errors  thou 
findeft,  I  acknowledge  to  be  my  own :  what  is 
truth,  I  hope  never  to  give  up.  If  thou  get  either 
edification,  or  comfort,  thou  art  indebted  to 
Grace  for  that ;  and  when  it  is  well  with  thee, 
remember  Jofeph.  Do  not  condemn  it,  till 
thou  haft  read  it  through;  and  then,  if  thou  canft 
prove  the  Devil  to  have  influenced  the  author  of 
it,  I  wifh  thou  and  all  the  Chriftian  world,  to 
take  up  their  pens  againft  it :  but  if  it  be  of  God, 
none  can  overthrow  it.  If  thou  thinkeft  I  have 
darkened  counfel  by  words  without  knowledge, 
may  God  incline  thine  heart  to  fit  down,  and 
write  a  treatife  better  and  brighter :  I  will  readi- 
ly become  a  fubfcriber,  and  ufe  every  effort  in 
my  power  to  circulate  the  work.  For  why 
ihould  truth  fall  in  the  ftreets,  before  the  doc- 
trines of  Devils,  while  her  advocates,  like  Ma- 
noah  and  his  wife,  are  only  lookers  on  ? 
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To  cxpe<5l  falvation  from  truth  only  for  our- 
felves,  without  any  regard  to  the  rifing  genera- 
tion, is  to  be  like  Ephraim — empty  vines,  end 
to  bring  forth  fruit  only  to  ourfehes.  But  if  God 
gives  us  enlargement  of  heart,  as  he  did  to  So- 
lomon, compared  to  the  fand  on  the  fea-fhore 
(a);  we  fhall  take  all  the  elect  into  our  hearts, 
down  to  the  end  of  time — the  uttermoft  fhore 
of  this  confufed,  and  fin-difordered  world :  there- 
fore we  ought  to  contend  for  God's  truth,  and 
leave  our  teflimonies  on  record,  that  others  who 
come  after  us  may  tread  in  our  fteps ;  and  not 
leave  volumes  of  free-agency,  human  merit,  and 
3.  pack  of  nonfenfe.  We  may  be  fure  they 
will  bring  enough  of  this  trafh  in  their  hearts; 
therefore  we  have  no  need  to  fill  their  hands 
with  it.  I  doubt  not  but  many  of  the  rifing 
generation,  when  they  come  to  be  called  by 
grace,  and  read  fome  of  their  father's  treatifes 
about  free-agency,  and  finlefs  perfection,  will 
cry  out  as  the  Gentiles  did  in  the  days  of  old, 

Surely  our  fathers  have  inherited  lies  (by 
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It  is  our  duty   to  pray  for  the  increafe  of 

Chrift's  kingdom,  and  for  more  light  and  know- 

(a)   I  Kings  iv.  29.  (b)  Jer.  xvi.  19. 
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ledge  of  the  truth ;  to  labour  day  and  night  in 
God's  vineyard,  and  to  be  charitable  to  the  ne- 
ceilitous  to  the  uttermoft  of  our  power;  but 
never  to  ftrive  againft  God's  decrees  in  order  to 
pleafe  rebels,  or  make  the  Bible  comport  with 
the  pride  of  fallen  wretched  nature :  the  man 
that  doth  this,  is  allied  to  Satan,  and  engaged  in 
the  war  of  devils.  "  Let  not  him  that  girdeth 
on  this  harnefs,  boaft  himfeif  as  he  that  putteth 
it  off  (a)"  I  know  fome  of  you  among  whom 
I  labour  are  much  tindlured  with  that  abomi- 
nable do&rine  called  Free  agency ;  and  your  life 
and  walk  proclaim  it  as  loud  as  your  tongues ; 
for  it  is  vifible  the  world  loves  her  own,  and  you 
love  it :  being  crafty,  I  have  caught  fome  of  this 
ftamp  with  guile.  To  talk  of  free-agency  and 
good  works,  while  the  feet  run  to  evil,-  is  no- 
thing but  founding  the  trump  of  a  hypocrite. 
I  am  fure  you  never  learnt  this  fatanic  trick 
from  my  mouth,  nor  from  my  life. 

I  think  it  my  duty  as  long  as  I  am  in  this  ta- 
bernacle, to  ftir  up  your  pure  minds  by  way  of 
remembrance,  left  ye  be  led  away  with  the  er- 

(a)   i  Kings  xx.  ix« 

rors 
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rors  of  the  wicked ;  and  fo  fall  from  your  own 
fteadfaftnefs. 

If  God  of  his  infinite  mercy  keep  you  from 
Arminianifm,  Arianifm.  and  Antinomianifm,  I 
fhall  think  you  are  Chriftians  indeed.  I  rank 
the  errors  of  Arminianifm  at  the  front ;  becaufe 
the  others  are  not  fo  well  mafqued  :  while  the 
Arminian  is  robbing  you  of  the  dodlrines  of  fo- 
vereign  grace,  he  puts  the  fable  of  finlefs  per- 
fection into  your  hand,  as  a  rattle  to  amufe  you  ; 
while  he  robs  and  plunders  your  confcience,  and 
while  he  is  teaching  you  to  refift  the  fovereign 
will  of  God,  he  endeavours  to  charm  your  ears 
with  free  agency.  But  the  Arian  is  more  open  ; 
he  proclaims  to  every  one  that  goes  by,  that  he 
is  a  fool.  However,  they  are  all  three  agreed 
againft  Chrift;  the  Arminian  cries  down  his  me- 
rit ;  the  Arian  cri:s  down  his  divinity;  and  the 
Antinomian  cries  down  the  revelation  of  hi 
the  heart.  May  God  turn  their  hearts  to  the 
truth  ;  and  keep  your  fouls  from  turning  to  their 
errors ! 

Fret  not  about  my  creating  myfelf  enemies  ;  it 
be  hated  by  all  the  world  for  the  truth's 
fake,  than  to  ly  one  week  under  the  drc; 
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apprehenfions  of  God's  wrath,  and  the  fevere 
lafhes  of  a  guilty  confcience.  When  God  gives 
peace ',  who  can  create  trouble  ?  A  man's  fpirit  will 
fuftain  any  outward  afflidlion ;  but  a  wounded 
fpirit  none  can  bear.  Remember,  I  have  admo- 
nished you  this  day. 

Reader,  fare  thee  well ; 

Thine  to  ferve  in  the  truth, 

Wm.  Huntington* 


UNIVERSAL    CHARITY 

PURSUED    and    TAKEN. 

N.  B.   Bevsare  of  Counterfeits. 

FR  O  M  what  fountain  does  this  Univerfal  Cba* 
rity  flow,  which  feems  to  exceed  even  the  Bowels 
of  the  Almighty  ?  God  himfelf  has  declared  his 
Love  to  be  difcriminating. — Jacob  have  I  loved,  but 
Efau  hair  I  bated  (a).  But  is  the  Eternal  Love  of  the 
Godhead  fixed  on  all  the  human  race  ?  I  anfwer  No— 
an  Erroneous  Church,  or  a  myfi'ical  Harlot,  is  one  of  the 
deep  pits  which  the  abhorred  of  the  Lord  are  to  fall 
into  (£).  As  the  Scriptures  declare  fomc  to  be  kated, 
and  others  abhorred  of  the  Lord,  it  cannot  be  the 
Love  of  God  fried  abroad  in  the  heart  by  the  Holy  Gkoji, 
that  appears  fo  tender  of  rebels,  and  fo  furious 
againft  the  obedient  and  loyal  Subjedh  of  the  King 
of  Kings. 

As  God  does  not  appear  to  be  the  fountain  of  this 
love,  it  mud  come  from  a  corrupt  fpr'nig.  I  believe 
it  flows  from  Satan,  who  can  appear  to  counterfeit  on 
both  fides.  Some,  whofe  convictions  are  real,  and 
deep,  he  will  engage  with  dreadful  aflaults,  and 
follow  hard  with  —He  can  alio  turn  him- 

felf into  an  Aigel  of  Eighty  and  adt  on  the  other  fide  of 

(a  -        14. 
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the  queftion.  In  this  drefs  he  operates  on  the  flefhly 
paffions  of  many,  and  fills  them  with  pity  for  all  who 
bear  his  image,  but  arms- them  with  malice  again! 
thofe  who  fhine  the  brighteft  in  Christ.  This  un- 
fcriptural  love  appeared  in  Jezebsl  the  queen-— She  fed 
four  hundred  prophets  of  Satan  at  her  own  table — but 
would  not  fuffer  a  found  prophet  of  God  to  live. 
When  the  judgments  of  God  fell  on  her  favourites 
for  witchcraft,  her  tender  paffions  flowed  fo  rapid  for 
Satan's  offspring,  that  fee  would  expofe  her  foul  to 
all  the  vengeance  of  Heaven,  in  avenging  their  blood. 
« — The  Gods  do  fo  to  me  and  more  alfo,  if  the  life  of  Eli- 
jah (the  Calvinift)  (a)  be  not  as  one  of  them  by  to- 
morrow about  this  time  (b). 

However  lhe  was  miftaken  ;  lhe  could  not  make 
the  life  of  Elijah  like  one  of  them,  becaufe  he  was 
a  chofen  veffel ; — nor  could  his  own  prayer,  put  up 
in  a  pet,  alter  God's  irrevocable  decree  (c).  And 
though  he  requefed  to  die,  corifeffing  he  ivas  no  better 
hy  nature  than  his  fathers ;  yet  his  prayer  was  not  an- 
fvvered,  becaufe  he  aiked  amifs.  He  neither  dies  ac- 
cording to  Jezebel's  threatening,  nor  in  anfvver  to  his 
own  prayer,  but  goes  to  heaven  a  new  way,  accords 
irg  to  God's  fore-appointment.  As  thefe  bowels 
of  charity  founded  fo  much  in  Jezebel  for  the  bafeft 
of  mortals,  we  have  great  reafon  to  believe,  they 
flowed  into  her  tender  bofom  from  that  fpirit  with 
whom  fee  was  fo  familiar.     It  appears  to  me,  both 

(a)    i  Kings  xix.  4.  (£)   1  Kings  xix.  2. 

£j    1  K'ngs  iix.  4. 

her 
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ter  title,  and  her  tender  paflions,  together  with  all 
her  relio-ion,  came  from  Hell ;  and  flie  feems  in  fcrip- 
^(Pto  appear  the  queen  of  a  rebellious  and  apofta- 
tized  Ifrael,  the  mijlrefs  of  witchcraft ,  the  nurfe  of  zvi~ 
zards,  a  murderer  cf faints,  an  enemy  to  Christ,  a  ban- 
quet for  dogs,  and  a  portion  for  devils. 

This  univerfal  charity,  tindtured  with  rebellion 
againft  God,  has  often,  under  the  temptations  of  Sa- 
tan, wonderfully  operated  on  many  eminent  faints  of 
God.  Various  are  the  fuggeftions  of  Satan  to  fuch  as 
fear  God,  but  generally  fuited  to  the  perfon's  ftate 
of  mind  and  difpofition  ;  but  all  operations  that  be- 
get hard  thoughts  of  Christ,  rebellion  againft  him, 
or  leffens  in  the  leaft  our  efteem  of  him,  are  fure  to 
come  from  Hell : — There  is  no  wifdom,  nor  under/land^ 
ing,  nor  counfel again/1  the  Lord  in  his  word  (a).  When 
this  fnare  has  been  laid  in  the  counfel  of  Satan,  in 
order  to  get  God's  fervants  to  harden  their  faces 
againft  him,  God  generally  breaks  it,  and  delivers 
their  fouls  who  have  been  entangled  in  it.  But  it  ap- 
pears one  of  Satan  s  Jlrong  holds,  to  all  that  live  and  die 
in  it — that  foul  fhall  never  be  faid  to  be  circume'fed  to 
lave  God  with  all  his  heart,  whofe  tendernefs  is  difco- 
vered  to  iniquity,  and  hardened  againft  God  and  his 
Eledh 

Samuel  himfelf,  a  man  begged  of  God,  and  de- 
voted to  him  from  the  cradle  ;  one  whofe  word  ?iever 
fell  to  the  ground,  and  one  of  the  brighteft-chnra&ers 
in  the  Bible,  feems  for  a  while  entangled  in  this  net 


of 
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of  Satan,  Samuel  found  that  Saul,  who  became  a 
proverb  for  appearing  among  the  Prophets — whom 
he  had  anointed,  at  the  command  of  God,  with  oil 
out  of  a  phial,  to  fnew  the  brightnefs  of  his  king- 
dom, and  his  fiippery  foothold  (a)  ;  to  whom  God 
gave  another  heart  (b)  for  government  and  war  —  but 
not  a  new  heart  as  a  Saint  receives  (c)  r  and  knowing 
he  was  turned  into  another  man  (d)>  but  not  a  new  crea- 
ture in  Christ  (e)y  the  thoughts  of  God's  rejecting 
Saul  from  being  king — fo  moved' the  bowels  of  univerfat 
charity  in  Samuel,  that  he  fits  up  all  night  weeping  for 
Saul(f)y  till  the  reproofs  of  Heaven  flop  the  torrent  of 
his  tears.    Samuel  wkenmlt  thou  ceafe  weeping  for  Saul  ? 

feeing  I  have  rejected  him  from  being  king  (g).  I  gave 
Mm  at  firjl  in  mine  anger  y  and  Jliall  take  him  azvay  in  my 
wrath  (h). 

David  himferf  feems  at  one  time  to  be  influenced 
with  this  flood,  of  affe&ions  for  rebellious  nature 
He  orders  Ifrael ttrbs  numbered?  and  God  commanded 
that  each  foul  who  was  numbered  Uaould  pay  half  & 

Jliekel  for  his  head y  as- an  offering  to  God,  who  had 
raifed  them  from  one  as  good  as  dead(i),  to  be  as  the 

Jlars  of  Hcav:n-  fir  multitude,  and -as  the  fund  by  the  fea- 

Jhore,  innumerable  (£).  As  an  offering  to  acknowledge 
the  faithfulnefs  of  God  to  his  promife,  in  multiply- 
ing Abraham's  offspring,  feventy  thou/and  appear  ido- 

(a)   i  Sairu  x.  i.       (£)    i  Sam.  x.  cv      (c)  Ezek.  xxx.  36, 
(J)    1  Sam.  x.  5.      (<?)  2  Cor.  v.  17.     (f)  1  Sam.  xv.  i:> 
1  Sam.  xvi.  r.  •(£)  Hof.  13.  n. 

I    Exod.  xsx.    13*  (&)   Heb.  xi.   12, 
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lators — they  pafs  the  Pole,  but  could  not  afford  their 
halfjhhl;  Juftice  draws  her  fword,  and  cuts  off  the 
Seventy  thoufand  at  one  ftroke  (a).  At  the  fight  of 
this,  univerfal  charity  fteps  into  the  heart  of  David, 
and  Jittatcs  adefperate  petition,  and  alks  an  irreve- 
rent queflion.  "  Let  thy  /word  be  on  me,  and  on  my 
i,  but  as  for  thefe  Jlieep^  zvhat  had  they 
dene  ?  (b)  However,  when  David  got  a  little  more 
into  his  right  mind,  he  feems  to  drop  his  affedlions 
for  idolatry,  and  lets  them  centre  on  their  proper 
objedt. — Do  not  I  hate  them  that  hate  thee  ?  1  hate 
them  with  perfect  hatred ;  I  count  them  mine  enemies : 
Search  me,  0  Lord,  and  try  me  ;  end  fee  if  there  be  any 
wicked  zvay  in  me,  and  lead  Hug. 

Paul  feems  to  be  caught  in  this  web  ;  but  he  foon 
finds  the  fnarc  broken,  and  he  is  delivered.  /  c 
fays  he,  ivijli  my f elf  accurfed  from  Christ /or  my  bre- 
thren's fake,  who  are  Israelites  according  to  the  jkflu — 
And  his  was  flefhly  charity,  blown  up  to  an  amazing 
height ;  even  to  zvjjh  himf elf  accurfed  from  Christ  for 
their  fake  (V).  Howbeit,  God  fent  him  a  few  Jlripes, 
bonds,  and  imprifonments  for  his  flefhly  brethren,  in 
order  to  wean  them,  and  then  he  appears  in  a  milder 
temper. — If  any  man  love  not  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
let  him  be  accurfed  till  Christ  come(d). 

It  appears  to  me,  that  Mofes  was  for  a  time  taken 
in  this  ihare,  when  in  tlie  vuildemcfs. — Ifrael  had  made 
a  calf  danced  round  if,  and  worshipped  it ;  and  they 

(a)  2  Sam.  xxir,  15  and  16.  (h)   2  Sam.  xxiv.  17. 

\f)   Rom.  ix,   3.  (1/)   1  Cor,  xvi.  2:. 
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muft  all  be  pardoned  to  a  man,  in  anfwer  to  a  petition 
put  up  by  Univerfal  Charity.  And  Mofes  returned 
unto  the  Lori*,  and  /aid,  0  thefe  people  have  finned  a 
great  Jin,  and  have  made  themfelves  gods  of  gold.  Yet 
nozv,  if  thou  ivilt,  forgive  their  fin ;  and  if  not,  blot  me,  I 
pray  thee,  out  of  thy  book  which  thou  haft  written  (a). 
But  the  fuccefs  of  this  prayer  fliews  it  was  not  accepts 
ed,  as  appears  by  the  anfwer :  "  And  the  Lord  [aid 
unto  Mofes,  whofoever  hath  finned  againft  me,  him  will  1 
blot  out  of  my  book.  Therefore  now  go,  lead  the  people 
unto  the  place  of  which  I  have  fpoken  unto  thee :  Behold 
mine  angel  Jhall  go  before  thee  :  Neverthelefs,  in  the  day 
when  I  vifit,  I  will  vifit  their  fins  upon  them.  And  the 
Lord  plagued  the  people,  becaufe  they  made  the  calf(b)" 
I  believe  that  petition  in  the  common  prayer-book  to 
come  from  the  fame  quarter  :  "  lhat  it  may  pleafe  thee 
to  have  mercy  upon  all  men"  Chrift  prayed  not  for  the 
world,  but  for  them  that  his  Father  had  green  him, 
cut  of  it. 

\  David  feems  to  be  caught  in  this  web,  at  the  time 
the  withered  arm  (of  free-will)  was  by  Uzza  ftretch- 
ed  out  to  the  afliftance  of  Omnipotence.  God,  in 
the  fire  of  jealoufy  for  his  own  glory,  ftruck  him 
dead  for  his  pains.  If  he  is  curfed  of  God,  who 
makes flefli  his  arm,  what  can  he  be  but  doubly  curfed 
who  puts  forth  an  arm  of  flefh  to  prop  up  the  Ark  §f 
God's  firength  ?  "  God  fmote  him  for  his  error,  be- 
caufe he  had  kindled  his  anger  (/)"  Univerfal  Charity 

(a)  Exod.  xxxii.  31,  32.  (J?)   ExocL  xxxii.  34,  35* 

(c)  2  Sam.  vi.  7. 

Heps 
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#eps  into  the  heart  of  David,  and  takes  up  the  caufe 
of  Uzza — "  And  David  was  difpleafed,  becaufe  God 
had  made  a  breach  upon  Uzza"  and  refufed  to  take  the 
ark  home  to  him  (a).  We  have  many,  in  our  days, 
who  are  making  flefhly  confidence  their  bulwark ; 
however,  the  fire  of  God's  anger  will  make  a  breach 
in  them,  even  if  they  fet  up  a  thoufand. 

The  ark  was  by  David  refufed,  while  this  unive'r- 
fal  charity  held  the  reins, — David,  it  feems,  carried 
it  afide,  into  the  houfe  of  Obed-Edom  the  Gittite,  and 
there  it  muft  reft  three  months,  becaufe  it  wOuld  not 
allow  of  co-partnerfhip.  However  God's  blefling 
attended  the  ark,  though  not  the  flefhy  arm — And 
God  blejjtd  Obed-Edom  for  the  ark's  fake,  and  all  his 
loifehold.  Thefe  tidings  coming  to  David,  provoked 
him  to  jealoufy,  and  a  little  fpiritual  jealoufy  cures 
the  breach  which  Univerfal  Charity  had  made  be- 
tween God  and  him,  and  brings  him  to  own,  they 
had  not  fought  God  after  the  due  order. 

It  appears  to  me,  this  Univerfal  Charity  was  the 
door  by  which  the  whole  troop  of  hypocrites  crept 
into  the  primitive  church. — Thou  feef,  brother  Saul, 
how  many  thoufands  there  are  of  Jems  who  believe — and 
they  are  all  zealous  of  the  law.  Thou  muft  jloave  thy 
head,  and  fay,  four  men  with  thee  have  a  verm  on  them9 
(thou  muft  fay  fo)  then  purify  thy  i  them — This 

is  eftablifhing  what  Christ  came  to  abolifh.  And 
be  thou  at  charges  with  them — This  is  reconciling  the 
wq:  Id  and  the  Elcdl  together.     But  their  counfel  for 

(4)   2  Sam.  vi.  8;   o}    io. 
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peace,  God  turned  into  a  war — and  Paul  paid  deaf 
enough  for  it ;  and  fo  will  all  thofe  who  go  on  with 
it  (a).  God  foon  cured  the  Apoftles  of  this  difeafe, 
by  fhewing  them  what  monfters  they  had  embraced  : 
Some  advanced  dreadful  errors ;  fome  divided,  and 
fcattered;  others  perfecuted,  and  raged;  fo  they  were 
obliged  to  purge  out  this  old  leaven,  fhut  up  the  door 
of  Univerfal  Charity,  difcharge  a  fliower  of  God's 
arrows  at  them,  and  give  a  command  to  all  the  Eleft, 
not  to  receive  them  into  their  koufes,  or  bid  them  God'j 
/peed. 

GoDlhewsusin  his  word  the  unalterable  dodtrines 
of  his  fervants,  for  our  eftablifhment  in  free  grace. 
He  likewife  fhews  us  the  noble  feats  of  their  faith, 
and  their  holy  walk  for  our  example ;  and  fliews 
us  their  failings  alfo,  and  the  advantage  Satan  took, 
of  them,  for  our  admonition.  And  among  all  the 
temptations  with  which  they  feemed  to  be  tried,  this 
to  Univerfal  Charity  was  none  of  the  leaft ; — but  Goi> 
delivered  his  fervants  out  of  them  all. 

I  had  an  experience  of  this  temptation  myfelf ; 
being  at  times  forely  tempted,  for  five  and  twenty 
years  at  leaft ;  and  for  near  two  years  before  Salva- 
tion reached  my  heart,  I  feldom  was  free  a  minute. 
I  was  tempted  to  believe  that  Satan  made  the  world  ; 
and  this  was  ftrengthened  by  my  long  feeking,  work- 
ing, ftriving,  crying,  conteffing,  and  praying,  and 
yet  not  being  rewarded  with  grace  for  all  thislip-fer- 
vice.  I  was  grievoufly  tempted  alio  to  pray  to  Satan, 

{a)   A£ts  xxi. 

to 


to  deal  propitious  with  me  in  Hell,  when  I  came 
there,  becaufe  I  had  long  fled  u     I 

cried  alio  to  God  to  deliver  mje  from  Satan;  but  I 
could  find  no  God,  therefore  I  was  tempted  to  believe 
there  was  none. 

What  kept  me  from  praying  to  Satan  was,  that 
my  being  tempted  perpetually  to  blafpheme  the  Al- 
miohty.     If  there  is  no  God — why  am  I  tempted 
thus  to  abuie  him  ?  Having  been  long  tempted 
fuch  things  as  thofe — to  drown  myfelf  in  the  Thames, 
and  many  more,  too  bale  to  mention,  and  I 
laft  chafed  from  all   confidence    in   myfelf — finding 
my  rationality  hang  long  at  a   balance,  and   my 
in  doubt,  I  was  obliged  to  throw  away  my  IV 
of  Man,  and  my  Common  Pryr  Book  alio,  and  betake 
myfelf  to  calling  on  Christ  alone.     And  though  my 
prayer  was  with  words  of  one  defperate,  vet,  in  ai 
to  that  prayer,  Christ  delivered  me. — My  ii:i,  g\ 
defpair,  hardnefs  of  heart,  envy  at  God,  cavilling  at 
fledtion,  fear  of  death,  darknefs,  ignorance,  and  un- 
belief, took  their  fl'ght  at  once,  and  Satan  with  them. 
Christ,  with  all  bis  fafoatiou,  beauty, grace,  and  gl 
came  into  my  foul  in  a  minute. 

At  this  time  I  had  never  heard  the  Gofpel,  nor 
did  I  for  fomc  months  after.  I  now  law  my  calling 
was  clear,  and  my  eternal  Election  fur  or  many 

now  could  not 
invade  me  as  an  tor  to 

savour  to  fpoil  this  bright  v,  * 

into  an  Armioian.     I  ft  fet  me  to  look 
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oop  of  Pharifees  who  attended  the  Church, 
and  especially  the  Communicants  ;  and,  to  move  me 
the  more  to  pity,  he  put  my  wife  among  them,  I 
converfed  with  feveral  of  them,  and  found  them  all 
blind.  And  here  I  looked  up  in  anger,  and  impi- 
oufly  afked  God  what  was  to  become  of  all  thefe  ? 
And  he  as  powerfully  anfwered  me — Except  they  are 
bom  again,  they  cannot  fee  the  kingdom  of  God,  Hav- 
ing flied  fome  thoufands  of  tears  over  them,  I  was 
tempted  to  view  the  profane,  the  heathens,  and 
blacks ;  and  then  it  was  fuggefted  to  me,  what  do 
you  think  of  Election  now  ?  Here  I  began  to  wage 
war  againft  the  Sovereignty  of  my  Maker,  and  wept 
tor  thofe  which  I  never  faw.  This  is  taking  part  with, 
the  Potfherds,  and  Jlriving  againft  our  Maker  (a). 

After  this,  the  hard  ftate  of  beqfis  was  reprefented  to 
me,  how  hard  they  fared,  and  yet  they  were  never 
to  be  faved;  many  tears  of  pity  I  Ihed  over  them  alfo. 
Thefe  tender  feelings  I  nurfed,  and  thought  I  had 
more  mercy  than  even  God  himfelf.  Here  I  felt  an 
heart  riling  with  malice  againft  God,  Christ,  his 
fovereign  Grace,  his  Ek£i,  and  all  that  held  Eltftion. 
Long  did  I  carry  on  this  dreadful  rebellion  again/i  God, 
and  yet  mourned,  and  wept  over  beafls,  creeping 
things,  and  infedts ;  but  no  feeling  for  a  differing 
Saviour. — God  left  me  a  while,  to  fhew  me  my 
folk. 

The  next  ftep  I  took  in  this  wonderful  progrefs, 
was  to  confider  fallen  Angels,  who  I  knew  were  ex- 


{a)  Ifaiah  xlv.   9. 
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eluded  from  all  hope  in  God,  and  that  for  ever.    Soon 
my  bowels  began  to  yearn  for  them  ;   feeling  this, 
very  heavens   began   apparently  to  lower  over  my 
head  : — My  blood  ran  cold,  my  hair  flood  an  c 
my  loins  fhook,  my  hope  funk,  and  the  pains  of  i 
gat  hold  on  my  foul.     Here  God  brought  afrefh  to 
mind  the  long  fiege,  and  many  fnar es  Satan  had 
in  my  way,  in  order  to  drag  me  to  I  ell. —  And  I 
now  pitying  the  infernal  adverfary  of  God  and  man  ; 
and  fighting  againft  my  God   and  Saviour,  who 
to fave  me  from  Sin,  Satan,  Death,  and  Hell.     I  went 
fo  far  in  this  fnare,  as  to  determine  to  caft  off  all  hope 
in  God,  and  to  take  my  lot  with  the  world,  fuppofing 
eternal  damnation  was  to  be  my  doom. 

This  is  the  very  root  of  Arminianifm,  and  I  k: 
what  fruit  it  bears.  However  God,  in  anfwer  to 
prayer,  delivered  me,  and  I  went  back  in  my  affec- 
tions to  my  dear  Mafler,  wept  over  him,  loved  him  as 
a  friend,  reverenced  him  as  a  Sovereign,  and  left  hea- 
thens, brutes,  and  devils  to  fhift  for  thenifelres. 
Since  that,  I  have  thus  accounted  for  Satan's  coming 
in  this  crefs : — We  have  more  indwelling  Jin  in  us, 
than  we  have  grace,  therefore  Satan  works  on  that, 
being  his  own  feed; — -and  hence  it  is  fome  are  led  to 
pity  Devils.  We  have  alfo  more  flefh  and  blood  than 
grace ;  hence  we  are  led  to  pity  our  old  image  in 
Rebels.  Every  man  being  like  the  beafts  . 
nature,  and  brui'jh  in  his  knowledge,  a  very  flight  temp- 
tation will  lead  him  to  pity  brutes ;  having  more  of 
Sin,    Flefh,  and  \:y,   than  he  has   of  God's 
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Spirit.  Natural  affe&ions  will  flow  under  flron** 
temptations,  more  to  Sinners,  Beafts,  and  Devils,  than 
they  will  to  God  himfelf. 

Thefe  temptations  have  befet  many  of  God's  Eleft ; 
but  he  always  makes  a  way  for  their  efcape; — and 
■•they  who  continue  in  them,  cannot  fay  Grace  reigns;— 
2nd  thofe  who  die  in  them,  will  find  none  of  this 
Univerfal  Charity  exift  in  Hell — there  is  no  love  there. 
We  need  not  wonder  at  thefe  temptations  befetting 
the  Ele£t5  when  even  Christ  himfelf  was  tempted  to 
felf-murder,  and  even  to  fall  down  and  worjhip  Satan* 
It  is  from  this  root  of  Univerfal  Charity,  that  thofe 
compaffionate  words  flow,  which  we  often  hear  of 
being  poured  out  in  behalf  of  Cain,  Efau,  Judas, 
Saul,  Ahab,  and  Pharoah,  declaring  Christ  died  for 
them,  who  are  in  Hell  already. 

When  we  hear  from  a  pulpit  thofe  bowels  of  Uni- 
verfal Charity,  founding  in  all  their  tendernefs,  pity, 
fympathy,  and  love,  for  rebels,  reprobates,  traitors, 
and  apoftates,  we  may  foon  guefs  who  is  the  preacher. 
And  if  they  call  themfelves  Apoflks,  as  Peter  was,  we 
jpaay  apfwer  them  as  Christ  did  him  :  "  Get  thee  be* 
hind  me  Satan"  They  ought  to  be  an  offence  to  us, 
becaufe  they  favour  not  the  things  that  are  a/God,  but 
thofe  that  be  of  men  (a).  All  the  enemies  this  Univer- 
fal Charity  has,  appear  to  be  only  God's  Sovereign 
Electing  and  everlafting  Love  to  his  Chofen ;  Christ's 
particular  redemption  of  his  people,  and  the  Holy 
1    G  heft's  fovereign  and  difcriminating  operations  on 

(a)  Matt,  xvi.  23. 

the 
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the  called  of  God.  Alt  the  Armimans  I  ever  cobh 
verfed  with,  feemed  to  be  in  Love  with  all,  but  thefe 
Sovereign  acts  of  Grace,  and  the  chofen  of  God; 
but  thefe  they  op  pole.  And  feeing  they  open  theim 
mouths  againjt  God-,  bis  living  temple,  and  they  that 
dwell  in  the  heavens,  we  have  reafon  to  believe  there 
is  not  much  of  God  in  them ;  if  there  was,  their  hearts 
zvould  be  where  their  treasure  is  (a). 

A  woman  once  told  me,  that  a  certain  preacher 
thro  wed  the  gates  of  Heaven  wide  open  ; — I  then  told 
her  (he  ought  to  be  damned  if  fhe  boafted  of  power 
to  enter  in,  and  yet  ftaid  out ;  howbeit  I  fear  fhe  is 
on  this  fide  the  door  to  this  day.  Another  told  me, 
after  hearing  a  difcourle  from  me  about  Election,  that 
I  barred  the  gates  of  Heaven,  but  Mr.  Univerfal  Cha- 
rity opened  them  to  all.  I  told  her  if  he  did,  there 
were  none  let  in  but  God's  Eled:  ;  for  all  that  are 
there,  are  called,  chofen,  a  ful(u). 

An  Arminian  preacher,  fome  time  ago,  made  a 
complaint  that  his  congregation  was  thin,  he  had 
preached  them  almoil  all  away ;  and,  under  much 
concern,  he  faid  Election  was  the  of  the  day  ; 

nothing  would  go  down  with  people  but  Election.-— 
If  this  falefman  has  fa  clogged  the  market  with  Free- 
will, that  all  the  buyers  Jiand  idle,  he  ought  to  fee 
forth/;**  Grace,  and  fee  what  that  will  do.  Let  hin> 
take  his  market-bell,  and  cry  a  fale,  as  Ifaiah  did, 
without  money,  and  without  prise  (f).  Why  does  hi 

(a)   Matt.  vi.  2i,  (J)   RtVrCTu.    14. 
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forth  the  refufe  of  the  wheat,  making  the  Ephah  frriaU,  and 
Shekel  great,  and  falfify  the  balances  of  juftice  by  deceit  ? 
I  know  there  is  Corn  to  be  fold  in  our  Lgypt,  and  God 
has  fent  it  from  Heaven  for  our  food,  and  why  fhould 
he  try  to  make  a  famine  ?  He  that  withholdeth  Corn, 
the  people  JJiall  curfe  him :  But  blefjing  Jhall  be  upon  the 
head  of  him  that  felleth  it  (a).  God  has  not  fent  us 
a* famine  of  bearing  the.  Word  of  the  Lord  (b\  and  why 
they  thou  Id  make  our  fruitful  land  barren  by  their  wicked- 
nefs,  I  fcnow  nor. — God  has  promifed  Corn  to  make 
the. young  men  chearful  (c)  ;  and  I  fee  no  caufe  to  make 
them  fad  with  chaff.  They  ought  to  tread  out  the 
Corn  (dj,  and  feed  the  young  ajfes  with  clean  proven- 
der (*). 

I  will  take  notice  of  the  effecfts  of  Arminian  Cha- 
rity, and  leave  the  root  for  a  while.  After  God  Kad 
delivered  my  foul  from  that  gilded  bait  called,  or 
rather  nick-named,  Charity,  I  walked  about  five  months 
in  the  happy  enjoyment  of  Eledting  Love,  till  one 
day  I  dropt  into  company  with  a  very  ftrenuous  Ar- 
minian, who  lived  at  Wefion-Green  in  the  pari/Ji  of 
Thames-Ditton,  in  the  county  of  Surry  :  he  was  one  who 
appeared  to  walk  like  an  angel,  and  was  fourteen 
years  old  in  Arrninianifm.  I  mentioned  God's  love 
to  my  foul,  and  innocently  told  him  how  I  had  fought 
qtgainft  Elefyipn ;  how  God  had  applied  it  to  me,  and 
my  comfort  in  it ;  not  in  the  leaft  fufpedting  that  he 

(a)  Prov.  ^i.   26.  (3)  Amos  viii.   n. 

(c)   Zeck^ix,    17.  (<f)   1  Cor.  ix.  9. 

(e)  Ifaiah  xxx,  .24. 

would 


-would  deal  with  my  confcience  as  a  thief.  However 
his  vifage  foon  changed  with  envy.  He  told  me 
I  was  wrong ;  and  added,  I  was  but  young  in  the 
ways  of  God,  but  he  was  of  long  ftanding.  I,  fool 
like,  thought  length  of  days  muft  teach  wifdom  (a)  ;  not 
confidering  that  old  men  are  not  always  wife,  nor  do  thi 
aged,  at  all  times,  under/land  judgment  (6).  However, 
he  being  very  zealous  (jhough  not  according  to  knowledge) 
took  me  into  a  private  apartment,  to  expound  to  me  the 
way  of  the  God  of  this  world,  more  perfectly  than  I 
defired  to  know  it. 

He  brought  forth  a  treatife,  wrote  by  one  Fh-h-r, 
and  he  entertained  me  with  it  almoft  the  whole  after- 
noon. The  book,  as  far  as  I  can  remember,  feemed 
as  found  as  flefh  and  blood  could  make  it ;  and  ap- 
peared as  good  a  IVeb  as  carnal  reafon  is  capable  of 
weaving  from  the  quills  or  fkaines  of  human  inven- 
tion. Arid,  in  order  to  fet  it  off,  there  was,  here  and 
there,  a  text  of  Scripture  jumbled  in.  But  that  good 
author  feemed  to  be  more  earneft  {ox  fruit,  than  for 
ingrafting ;  and  I  believe  would  be  better  pleaied  with 
a  crop  of  leaves  than  a  good  Root.  However,  we  are 
told  not  to  expedt  grapes  from  thorns,  nor  good  fruit 
from  corrupt  trees.  I  often  cried  out,  O  Sir !  that  is 
boggy  ground,  I  cannot  venture  on  that !  Don'c 
fpeak  againft  it,  fays  he,  you  don't  underftand  it : 
So  he  laboured  to  put  a  better  face  on  it,  but  it  was 
Hill  one  of  the  lean  khie.  He  laboured  with  more 
vency  to  bring  my  foul  from  Christ,  than  c. 

[a)  Job  xii.  i&  |i) 
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did  to  bring  a  foul  to  him — I  /peak  this  to  rnyjkame.-** 
Finding  my  head  like  a  gentleman's  garret,  filled  with 
this  lumber,  I  fed  out  of  the  boufe,  both  wounded  and 
naked.  I  went  that  night  to  hear  the  Word  preached, 
but  there  was  nothing  forme;  Free-will  and  Freer 
Grace  were  flriving  perpetually  in  my  mind  for  a 
month  or  more ;  I  had  nothing  in  me  but  this  pr9 
and  con.  The  thoughts  of  falling  from  the  bleffed 
ftate  in  which  I  had  long  been,  and  being  damned 
after  all ;  knowing  what  a  dreadful  place  Hell  was, 
by  the  dreadful  pains  which  I  had  felt  of  it ;  and 
knowing  what  a  powerful  adverfary  Satan  was,  Alas  ! 
faid  I,  if  final  apoftacy  from  a  ftate  of  Grace  be  true, 
and  I  only  Hand  in  my  own  ftrength,  fall  I  muft; 
and  then  there  is  no  more  facrifice  for  fin,  but  a  fearful 
looking  for  of  judgment  (a). 

Thefe  things  filled  my  foul  with  flavifii  jv#r,  threr/ 
me  into  bondage  again,  fet  me  ftriving  in  my  own 
ftrength,  and  my  heart  to  fretting  againfi  the  Lord  [b). 
My  evil  tempters  often  made  me  fin,  which  flopped 
the  mouth  of  prayer  and  praife,  nor  could  I  read,  me- 
ditate, or  ftay  my  thoughts  on  any  thing.  Thus  was 
my  mind  entangled  in  the  Arminian  labyrinth,  till 
the  billows  of  defpair  rolled  over  my  foul,  and  I  funk 
in  deep  waters%  where  there  was  no  fanding,  fo  that  the 
foods  of  defpair  overflowed  me. — This  is  the  caufe  why 
I  am  fo  fevere  againft  that  doctrine; — but  none  but 
a  burnt  child  dreads  that  fire* 


(a)  H«b.  x.  r;.  [})  Prov,  xix.  3. 
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Being  one  day  bufy    in  howing   a  fand-walk  at 

fewell,  in  Surry,  (mourning  under  my  prefent  diftrefs 

of  foul,  and  the  perilous  ftate  I  appeared  to  be  in) 

and  reafoning  that  it  was  God's  grace  alone  which 

begun,  and  would  furely    carry    on    this  work  :    the 

anfwer  in  my  mind  was,  No  ;  I  had  improved  the  day 

0  m  of  grace  myfelf,  and  failing  away  was  a  truth,  for    I 

'■   was  already  fallen.  This  cut  me  fodeep,  that  I  curfed 

'J   the  day  I  ever  faw  that  wretch :  Oh,  faid  I,  if  Christ 

will  but  Ihew  me  that  the  whole  work  was  of  him, 

and  give  me  fecurity  for  the  future,  I  would  never 

grudge   to  ferve  him  day  nor  night.     I  would  not 

care  how  hard  I  worked,  or  how  much  I  fuffered,  if 

an  eternal  portion  of  his  love  and  prefence  was  but 

fecured  to  my  foul. 

In  anfwer  to  this,  a  voice  from  Heaven  founded 
in  my  foul  with  thefe  words :  Don't  you  know  that 
the  Scripture  fays,  No  man  can  come  to  mv,  except  the 
Father  draw  him  ?  I  anfwered  in  anger,  with  a  loud 
voice,  I  know  it  (ays  lb  !  The  anfwer  came  again, 
and  faid,  If  you  can  find  a  paflage  in  Scripture,  where 
it  is  faid,  a  man  has  a  power  to  come,  then  you 
may  prove  the  Bible  lies. — This  taught  me,  that 
God  held  his  power  to  command,  though  man  has 
loft  his  power  to  obey.  And  as  there  are  many  who 
bcaft  of  will  and  power,  God  has  an  undeniable 
right  to  fet  them  this  impoffible  ta/k,  namely,  to  put 
fiva  art,  learn  to  do 

!,  wake  themfelves  dean,  &c. ;  and,  as  a  Juft  God, 
damn  them  for  nut  performing  that  tafk,  which  they 

C  boafc 
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boafl  of  having  power  to  do.  And  as  for  the  Eledt, 
I  favv  they  were  brought  under  the  terrors  of  the  la:v9 
and  there  fet  to  work  in  their  own  ftrength,  to  con- 
vince them  of  their  inability  to  create  in  themfelves  a 
new  heart  and  a  new  fpirit ;  and  by  fpending  their 
Jirength  with  nitre,  and  much  foap  (a)  ;  and  finding  ' : 
nothing  but  wajliing  the  Ethiopian  white  (b)  ;  and  thj ,. 
their  iniquities  are  JIM  marked  before  God  (f),  they  $* 
for  refuge  to  fovcreign  mercy  in  Christ,  having  fpen^ 
all  their  living,  and  getting  only  worfe,  in/lead  of  better  I 
then  Christ  gives  them  a  new  heart,  a  new  fpirit . 
makes  them  clean,  caufes  them  to  walk  in  his  flat utes,  a"  . 
promifes  that  they  never  Jloall  depart  from  him  (d). 

This  I  found  was  the  privilege  of  a  Son,  the  oth 
is  the  tafk  of  a  Servant ;  And  the  Son  is  to  abide  in  ii, 
houfe  for  ever  (e),  but  the  fervant  is  to  be  kicked  out  tip 
doors  (/)»  And  although  a  gift  of  fpeech  to  preachy 
or  pray,  or  an  alarm  in  confcience,  may  be  given  to 
a  fervant  in  this  life,  yet  they  are  all  to  be  taken  away 
again  from  him,  but  not  from  the  Son,  he  is  to  lofc 
nothing  of  his  inheritance  for  ever  (g).  Thefe  things 
made  the  fcale  of  Arminianifm  move  upr  and  foon  I 
faw  it  kick  the  beam,  for  all  in  that  fcale  are  lighter 
than  vanity.  But  eternal  eleftion,  and  final  perfeve- 
rance  came  down  full  weight,  and  I  foon  felt  myfelf 
in  that  fcale.  This  brought  me  out  of  the  Arminiaa 
Fog,  and  truth  fiined  in  my  heart  like  a  comet,  and 

(a)  Jer.  ii.  22.  (£)  Jen  xiii.   23. 

(c)  Jer.  ii.  22.  (d)   Ezek.  xxxvi.  27. 

(f)  John  viii.  35.  (/)  Gal.  iv.  30. 

(j)  Ezck.  slvi.  16,  ijf 

he 
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he  that  cannot  reconcile  thefe  things,  has  not  loft 
his  vail — and  he  that  perverts  them  with  open  eyes, 
is  worfe  than  a  Devil. 

From  that  moment  I  waged  war  againft  Armi- 
nianifm,  and  if  God  fpares  my  life  a  hundred  years 
longer,  I  hope  he  will  employ  me  in  this  battle,  and 
let  me  die  in  this  fight;  and  I  am  fully  perfuaded  I 
fhall  never  doubt  of  its  being  the  battle  of  the  Lord. 
x>n  after,  this  champion,  (whofe  name  is  Hack/ion) 

acked  me  again,  and  brought  many  paflages  to 
me,  which  I  had  not  confidered :  Yet  God  gave  me 
underftanding  in  them  while  he  was  bringing  them 
forth,  and  enabled  me  to  wrench  the  fword  out  of  his 
hand,  turn  its  edge  againft  him,  cut  his  ears,  and 
made  his  countenance  fall.  And  I  lived  to  fee  his  fan* 
cicd  jay  wither,  for  I  fear  he  was  but  a  fon  of  man  (a)  ; 
becaufc  he  feemed  to  drop  into  the  world  again,  and 
under  every  fermon  he  generally  flept  till  it  was 
over. 

We  had  a  parfon  in  the  church,  who  was  feldom 
fober  a  day  in  the  week,  but  I  never  heard  him  fay 
any  thing  againft  this  minifter;  but  if  he  went  to 
hear  an  honeft,  found  Calvinift,  he  generally  wrangled 
againft  him,  to  thofe  in  company,  all  the  way  home  ; 
fo  it  appeared  not  to  be  fin  which  he  hated,  but  the 
truth  of  God.  I  have  often  been  enabled  to  flop 
their  mouths,  when  they  have  been  contending  for 
good  works  in  point  of  merit)  by  fetting  my  works 
againft  theirs,  and  appealing  to  their  own  confeiences 

(,/)  Joel  !.   i  ^. 
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for  a  teftimony,  as  they  lived  clofe  by  roe — T  told 
them  they  promifed  to  go,  but  went  not.  I  faid  I 
would  not  go,  but  God  made  me  go  :  I  worked  hard, 
yet  felt  myfelf  unprofitable — they  did  nothing  but  ca- 
vil, and  yet  boqfled  of  merit.  And  I  have  fometimes 
told  them  my  works  would  weigh  down  the  works  of 
fifty  of  thefe  Arminian  trunk-makers;  though  we 
dare  not  boaft  before  God,  yet  we  are  not  to  debafe 
ourfelves  before  hypocrites,  The  righteous  falling  down 
before  the  zvicked,  is  as  a  troubled  fountain,  and  corrupt 
Spring  (a). 

When  they  have  been  contending  with  me  for 
final  apoftacy  from  Grace  (as  they  call  it)  I  have  told 
them,  if  they  believed  that  they  could  finally  fall,  and 
be  damned,  they  might  fall.  Their  faith  was  not 
the  gift  of  God — nor  the  faith  of  God's  Eleft — ac- 
cording to  their  faith  (or  rather  their  fancy)  be  it  unto 
them.  I  believed  I  never  ihould,  and  according  to  my 
faith  it  would  be  unto  me  (b).  God  is  not  bound  to 
keep  them  on,  in  his  ftrength,  who  rejedt  his  Omni- 
potent Arm. — --I  found  I  could  not  drag  them  out  of 
their  pit,  and  why  fhould  they  want  to  pull  us  down 
from  our  rock  ?  They  have  been  forced  often  to  con- 
fefs  to  me  they  were  in  bondage,  and  I  don't  wonder 
at  it ;  for  if  truth  will  not  make  them  free,  there  is  no 
ground  to  expedt  lies  will. 

Thefe  are  fome  of  the  fruits  and  effects  which  my 
poor  foul  has  felt  of  Univerfal  Charity,  which  robbed 
me  of  that  which  was  fweeter  to  my  foul  than  Mfe  it- 

(a)  Prov.  xxv*  26*  (i>)  Matt.  ix.  29. 
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felf ;  I  mean  tHfe  peace  of  God  ruling  in  my  confcience  : 
I  own  the  man  was  liberal  enough  of  fuch  as  he  had, 
he  gave  it  me  freely ;  but  if  a  gentleman  makes  me  a 
prefent  of  a  draught  of  Mercury,  though  it  is  a  free 
gift,  yet  if  it  kills  me,  I  don't  fee  much  charity  in  it. 
Chriftian  Reader  beware,  left  thou  get  to  dealing,  or 
rather  exchanging,  with  them  as  I  did.  It  is  called 
Charity,  but  it  is  only  exchanging — they  will  take 
away  your  peace 9  and  give  you  nought  but  confujion  ; 
and  that  man  that  takes  away  truth,  and  gives  me 
nothing  but  a  fable,  has  but  little  right  to  a  tribute 
of  praife  from  me. 

How  the  name  univerfal  came  to  be  given  to  thefe 
flefhly,  brutal  paffions,  tinftured  with  fuch  malice 
againft  God's  fovereignty,  and  all  who  in  humi- 
lity bow  to  it,  I  know  not*  Pray,  Mr.  Cliarity,  what 
is  your  Chriftian  name  ? — Anfwer.  Univerfal.  Pray 
who  gave  you  that  name  ?  Who  was  your  Godfathers 
and  Godmothers,  and  what  did  they  promife  to  do  for 
you  ?  Did  they  promife  you  fliould  live  in  charity 
with  all  men  ? — Yes.  So  indeed  you  do,  with  all 
men  in  thefe/h.  But  how  came  you  to  lift  up  your 
hands  againft  the  Lord's  Anointed?  I  mean  the  Pro- 
phets, Apqftles,  Holy  Fathers,  old  honeft  Calvin,  He; 
Toplady,  Whitefeld,  and  all  fuch  who  are  dead,  and  yet 
have  a  voice  in  the  Church,  and  a  blefled  memory 
alp. 

If  thy  name  is  univerfal,  how  comeft  thou  to  call 
the  fovereign  monarch  of  Heaven  and  Earth  a  Tyrant 
God  ?     And  how  comeft  thou  to  call  the  King  of 

C  \  Zion 
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Zion  to  an  account  about  the  chofen  fubje&s  of  his 
kingdom  ?     Doll  thou  want  to  condemn  the  chief  Shep- 
herd^ and  call  him  to  an  account  about  his  particular 
Fold  ?     Dofl  thou  want  to  alter  his  Regifter  Book,  and 
bring  in  endlefs  genealogies  of  thy  own,  and  blot  out 
the  names  of  hisjheep,  and  interline  it  with  the  names 
of  goats  ?    Thou  haft  put  Judas,  Jhab,  Cain,  Efau, 
and  perhaps  Simon  Magus  there.     By  what  authority 
dojl  thou  thcfe  things,  and  who  gave  thee  this  authority  ? 
Thou  defpifeft  the  unconditional  Law  of  Faith,  and 
what  haft  thou  to  do  to  declare  God's  unalterable  Jla- 
tutes,  or  with  thy  wavering  tongue  and  unfiable  heart 
to  declare  his  unconditional  Covenant,  or  take  it  into 
,  thy  mouth  ?    feeing  thou  hatefi  all  the  inftruftions  the 
whole  cloud  of  witnejfes  have  given  thee,  and  cafteft  all 
God's  words  fpoken  by  them  behind  thy  back.    When 
thou  fawejl  a  thief  (who  robbed  God  of  his  unrivalled 
prerogative)  then  thou  confentedji  zviih  him,  and  hajl 
teen  a  partaker  with  the  fpiritual  adulterers  of  Rome. 

Thou  giveft  thy  tongue  to  evil,  and  teacheft  many 
to  rebel  againft  God  ;  thy  tongue  frameth  deceit,  and 
thou  haft  canonized  hypocrites  ;xand  haft  declared 
Christ  died  for  fome  now  in  purgatory.  Thou  Jitteft 
end  fpeakejl  againft  thy  brother  in  the  fleih,  and  haft 
flandered  Zion's  blefled  Son.  Tbefe  things  haft  thou 
done,  and  becaufe  God  hath  long  kept  filence,  thou. 
thinkeft  he  is  altogether  fuch  an  one  as  thyfelf;  but  he  fhall 
reprove  thee,  and  fet  thy  wickednefs  in  order  before 
thine  eyes,  and  tear  thee  in  pieces,  and  it  is  not  free- 
will,  nor  univerfal  charity,   fhall  be  able  to  deliver 

thee. 


thee.     Becaufe  judgment  on  thy  coil  wort  has  not  been 

fpeedily  executed,  thy  heart  is  fully  Jet  in  thee  to  do  evil  {a). 
And  thou  thinkeft  the  tfftcl  of  every  v'/icn  to  be  pro- 
longed (I?).  Yet  know  thou,  damnation  /lumbers  not  (c). 
And  if  thou  couldft  live  an  hundred  years  twice  told,  an 
untimely  birth  is  better  than  thy  falfe  conception  (i). 

Oh,  thou  full  of  all  Jubtiliy,  in  wrefting  the  word  of 
God,  and  abridging  and  altering  the  teftimony  of  the 
dead  in  faith,  and  fpoiling  their  good  report  ;  thou  full 
r  hiefy  in  fowing  difcord  among  brethren,  thou 
child  of  the  devil  by  birth  and  practice,  thou  enemy  cf 
all  imputed  righteoufnefs,  when  wilt  thou  ceafe  to  per- 
vert the  right  ways  of  the  Lord  (e)  ?  There  is  a  mift 
already  fallen  on  thee,  and  thou  art  flumbling  on  the 
dark  mountains  (/).  And  let  me  tell  'thee,  judicial 
blindnefs,  infenfibility ,  and  the  /corner's  chair  is  an  earn- 
eft  of  utter  darknefs,  and  the  heavieft  judgments  God 
inflicts  in  time.  And  though  the  troops  which  pof- 
itk  thee,  give  thee  the  name  of  Legion,  yet  that  name 
is  no  refuge.  They  are  moft  in  number  called  chil- 
dren of  the  deflate,  and  as  to  the  name  of  Legion,  it  is 
given  even  to  Devils  (g).  Therefore  put  that  lie 
out  of  thy  hand,  for  it  fhall  never  deliver  thy  Jlul(h). 

I  fee  thou  art  ftill  filent,  I  a&ed  the  name  of  thy 
Godfathers  and  Godmothers,  but  thou  gaveft  me  no 
anhver :  I  can  anfwer  for  thee.     Thy  godfather  is 

(rf)  Eccl.  viii.  ii.  (b)  Ezek.  xii.  22,    :5» 

(r)  2  Pet.  ii.   3.  {(I)   Fzek.  vi.  3. 

(r)  .  ic,  II.  (/)  Jcr.  xiii.  16. 

[g]  .9.  to. 
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the  Gci  of  this  world,  and  thy  real  father  too.  And 
thy  godmothers  are  Jezebel  the  ancient,  and  Jezebel  the 
modern,  and  thou  canft  not  deny  it.  IVot yenot,  that 
fuch  a  man  as  I  can  certainly  divine  (a)  ?  Why  art  thou, 
wroth,  and  why  is  thy  countenance  fallen  ?  If  thou 
canft  not  fland  the  fcrutiny  of  the  righteous,  thou 
flialt  never  Jland  the  judgment  of  God.  Go  thy  way  for 
the. prefent,  and  when  I  have  a  more  convenient  fe&> 
fon  I  zvill fend for  thee. 

(a)  Gen.  xlir«  i$o 
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UNIVERSAL    CHARITY 

E    X    A    M    I    N    E    D. 

Try  the  Spirits.      i  John  i\\   i. 

u    T  H AVE  fet  thee  for  a  tower,  and  afortrejs  a 

my  people,  that  thou  mayeji  knozv  and  try  their 
ways  (a)."  Mailer  Unlverfal  Charity,  alias  Infernal 
Deception,  I  have  a  commiflion  from  the  King  of  K 
to  examine  and  try  thee  ;  and  I  am  determined,  as 
I  have  obtained  mercy  to  be  put  into  this  office,  to 
be  found  faithful,  and  abide  only  by  the  laws  of  the 
Celeftial  Realm.  I  abjure  thee  therefore  to  inform 
me -what  thy  occupation  is,  and  from  whence  thou 
comejl.  What  is  thy  country,  and  of  what  people  art 
thou?  Anfwer,  My  father  is  God,  and  I  teach 
according  to  his  law ;  thou  fhalt  love  thy  neighbour  as 
thyfelf — If  God  were  thy  Father,  thou  would  ft  own 
his  Sovereignty,  and  thou  wouldft  love  Jacob : — But, 
inftead  of  that,  thou  hateft  Jacob,  and  contcndeft  for 
Efau,  over  whom  the  fword  bathed  in  heaven  hangs 
impending  (£). 

(a)  Jer.  vi.  2;.  (3;    .  xlv.  5. 

If 


If  God  were  thy  father,  thou  wouldft  love  them 
that  love  him  :  He  that  loves  him  that  begets,  loves  him 
alfo  that  is  begotten  of  him  (a).  But,  inftead  of  this, 
thou  haft  caviled  againft  the  tejlimony  of  all  them  who 
/pake  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghcji.  Yea,  thou 
art  at  war  with  all  the  burning  and  Jliining  lights  in  the 
land  of  the  living.  Thou  haft  taught  men  in  public 
pulpits  to  bely  the  dying  tejlimony  of  that  undaunted, 
and  immoveable  champion  for  truth,  Mr.  Toplady. 
A  man  who  flood  faft,  and  died  in  the  happy  enjoy- 
ment of  God,  and  in  the  fulleft  affurance  of  trium- 
phantjfa/7/z ;  and  one  whom  thou,  by  all  thy  fophif- 
tical  turnings,  windings,  and  falfe  conftruftions, 
(which  have  been  ufed  in  thy  pulpits  againft  his  di- 
vinity) canft  never  deny,  but  invincible  truth  was  his 
Jliield  and  buckler  (b). 

And  though  thou  haft  taught  many  to  accufe  him 
of  being  bitter  and  fevere,  yet  the  fpirit  and  power  tf 
Elijah  was  in  him.  He  fought  for  God — bore  his 
fword  not  in  vain — he  fought  the  field  with  valour— 
flood  and  withftood  all  error — overcame  by  faith  in 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb — cut  his  way  through  the 
whole  hofts  of  Locujis — was  more  than  conqueror 
through  Eledting  Love — died  at  war  with  the  flefh, 
and  under  the  fweeteft  influence  of  the  King,  the 
Jjordoi  hofls,  mighty  in  battle. 

And  haft  thou  taught  thy  pupils  to  prate  againfi  him 

with  malicious  words  ?  Surely  if  he  was  living,  he  would 

■jiher  thy  deeds.     And  I  am  informed  thou  haft 

00  i  John  v.  i;  (i)  Pfal.xcL  4. 

taught 


taught  thy  pupil  to  alter   the  Pilgrim9 s  Progrcjs    of 
John  Bcnyan. 

Pray  what  bufinefs  haft  thou  to  fet  a  Reverend 
Master  of  thy  arts,  to  interfere  with  the  trade  of 
Tinkers  ?  Thou  hail  mixed  falfe  and  bafe  metai 
with  his  Golden  Bell  (V.  Surely  if  he  was  liv- 
ing, he  would  punch  a  thoufand  holes  in  thy  tinkling 
cymbal,  for  gathering  all  that  drofs  into  his  Gold, 
which  the  Almighty  by  fo  many  fires  purged  from 
him.  What  fayeft  thou  to  thefe  things — hem  eft  thou 
not  how  many  things  are  witnefled  againft  thee?  An- 
swer. I  have  altered  them,  but  it  was  out  of  love 
to  my  neighbours,  that  all  men  might  underftand 
them.  But  how  cameft  thou  to  fight  againft  God  ? 
He  fays  he  has  hidden  thefe  things  from  the  wife  and 
prudent,  and  revealed  them  unto  babes  (b)  ;  and  what 
right  haft  thou  to  fully  the  glory  of  his  hidden  pearls, 
and  then  caft  them  before  fwine  (c)  f 

God  has  bound  up  his  teftimony  among  his  difciples, 
and  left  his  whole  myftery  in  nfealed  Book  (d).  And 
haft  thou  attempted  to  open  the  broad  Seal  of  the 
Great  King  ?  which  the  modefty  and  inability  of 
Angels  refufed  to  undertake  (/)  ;  even  when  in  hea- 
ven the  queftion  was  afked,  they  ftood  filent  half  an 
hour(f).  But  thou,  having  engroffed  all  :■:.' 
thyfelf  haft  made  thy  pupil  a  fecond  Pope,  fet 
another  infallible  head,  and  haft  rifled  the  treafures 

(a)  Exod.xxxix.  26.  {b)  Matt.  -\i.  25. 

(c)  Matt.  vii.  6.  (d)   I  .    11. 

(/•)   Rev.  v.  ii.  (J)  R.;v.  viii.    :. 
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of  the  Almighty  ;  by  teaching  him  to  explain 
away  by  human  learning,  magic  art,  and  falfe  con- 
ftrudtion,  what  he  could  not  comprehend  by  pur- 
blind reafon.  And  thus  he  appears  another  Key* 
keeper,  and  has  laid  violent  hands  on  the  Saviour's 
girdle,  who  alone  keeps  the  Keys  of  Hell and  of  Death. 

Thefe  things  haft  thou  done,  }'ea,  and  taught  fouls 
to  deteft  and  renounce  the  perfe<ft  obedience  of 
Christ  ;  which  fingle  obedience  believed  in,  and  put 
on,  is  to  make  many  righteous  (a).  But  thou  haft 
taught  thy  pupils  to  call  Christ's  obedience  (which 
is  to  jtifiify  many)  imputed  nonfenfe,  and  haft  taught 
them  to  trnft  in  fleflily  obedience,  which  God  calls  a 
fpider'szveb  (b).  The  Gospel  reveals  no  other  righ- 
teoufnefs  to  juftify  finners  before  God,  than  the  obe- 
dience of  Christ  alone.  This  righteoufnefs  the  Hea- 
vens Jliall  reveal,  not  the  Earth  (c) ;  it  is  God's 
righteoufnefs,  not  Man's  (d).  But  thou  haft  taught 
men  to  refufe  an  everlafiing  righteoufnefs,  which  can 
jitfiify  the  imgodlyfe),  and  to  truft  in  a  righteoufnefs 
which  God  fays  fioall  never  profit  them  at  all  (f). 

And  thou  fayeft  thy  name  is  Universal  Cha- 
rity, and  that  God  is  thy  Father,  and  thou  waft 
jhed  abroad  in  their  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghost  :  In  this 
thou  Heft  againft  God  the  Father,  God  the  Sox, 
and  God  the  Holy  Ghost,  If  God  were  thy  Father, 
thou  as  Charity,  would  believe  all  things  in  the 

(a)   Rom.  v.    19.  (h)  Ifaiah  lix.   5. 

(c)   Rom.  i.   16,  17.  {(I)  Ifaiah  lir.   17. 

Dan  ix.   i±i'  (f)  Ifaiah  lviL   12, 

bible: 
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bible;  Charity  be  all  things  (a).     If  God  \ 

thy  Father,  thou  wouldeit  do  as  thoie  do,  a 
the  law  cf  God  after  the  inner  man,  and  obey  the  voice 
©f  God  therein;  for  God  tells  his  preachers  to  bring 
forth,  the  beft  robe  to  every  returning  prodigal  (b*),  to  fill 
their  hungry  fouls  with  the  bread  of  Heaven,  and  the 
fatted  calf;  Jlioe  their  feet  with  that  peace  which 
Christ  has  prepared,  give  them  a  ring,  as  an  un- 
doubted: token  of  their  indiffbluble  marriage  union 
with  the  Son  of  God,  declares  to  their  fouls  that 
they  are  found  and  alive  for  ever,  charms  them  with  a 
Tweet  foretafte  of  Heaven's  melody  (c),  gives  them  a 
divine  kifs  to  caft  out  their  fear,  deftroys  their  doubt- 
ing of  his  favour,  and  to  encourage  them  to  familia- 
rity, he  then  fends  them  with  that  kifs  to  die  Son, 
to  pay  it  away.  Kifs  the  Son  left  he  be  angry  ;  I 
all  they  that  put  their  truft  in  him  (d). 

But  thou,  Mr.  Charity,  doft  not  conftrain  thy 
teachers  to  do  this  as  fervants  (<?),but  thou  fetteft  them 
in  Moses's  Chair,  and  teacheft  them  to  make 
of  their  own.     They  become  tajk-mafters — they  fct 
them  to  work  without  cloaths,  Jlooes,  victuals,  or  : 
Thou  fayeft  the  beftrobe  is  nonfenfe,  the  ring  of  e 
lafting  love  may  be  broke  in  a  minute,  and  the 
ceive  a  final  divorce  ;  and   them  who  are   charmed 
with  heavenly  mufic  and   dancing,  in  the  la 
of  Gofpel  Liberty,  that  they  are  lions.     1 

(a)   i  Cor.  xiii.  7.  (b)  Luke  xv,  2:, 

(c)  Luke  xv.  24.  (</)   PfcLii:  12. 

;  *.{e)  Matt.  XX.  :-, 

tcac 
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teacheft  blind  guides  to  preach  contradictions,  and  to 
fet  the  dead  to  perform  impoflibilities.  To  the  dead 
they  fay,  up  and  be  doing ;  to  the  lepers,  make  ye  clean ; 
to  the  diflrefled  foul,  be  ye  perfect  in  thejlejh  ;  and  to 
them  that  are  blinded  with  pride,  and  pall  ?\\  feelings 
that  they  have  completely  obtained  it,  and  fo  under 
the  fecond  bleffing. 

Thus  thou  teacheft  men  to  condemn  the  juft,  by 
faying  they  are  Antinomians,  and  x.o  juftify  the  zvicked, 
by  telling  the  proud  and  infenfible  Hypocrite  that  he 
is  perfeft ;  when  indeed,  by  his  fpiritual  wickednefs, 
and  hardnefs  of  heart,  he  is  in  the  fecond  darknefs> 
which  is  an  earneft  of  the  third,  and  under  the  fe- 
cond curfe — that  of  infenfibility.  To  be  paft  feel* 
ing,  is  to  be  feared  both  againfi:  Law  and  Gofpel  ; 
but  thefe  thou  loveft  beft,  and  juftifies  them  ;  telling 
them  they  are  perfed:  in  the  flefh  even  as  God  is  per- 
feci,  making  God  flefh  and  blood  as  they  are.  He 
that  fays  to  a  wicked  man  then  art  righteous,  him  flail 
the  people  curfe,  nations  Jhall  abhor  him  (a). 

Mr.  Universal  Charity  thou  art  a  liar,  an  im- 
p:for,  a  deceiver,  and  a  thief  i  a  liar,  by  calling  God 
thy  father,  when  thou  art  a  rebel  againft  his  laws ; 
an  impoftor,  becaufe,  under  the  name  of  Charity, 
thou  art  a  robber ;  thou  runneft  away  with  the  Key  of 
Knowledge,  thou  hideft  the  ftrong  meat  of  eternal  elec- 
tion, which  is  to  confirm  the  feeble  knees;  thou 
{role  and  hid  the  beft  robe,  and  left  the   poor 


(<z)  Prov.  xxiv.  24* 

without 
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3Ut  any  covering  in  the  cold  (<?).  Thou  art  a 
a  deceiver,  becaufe  thou  fayeft  thy  name  is  Univer- 
sal Charity,  when  thou  art  only  an  I 
every-  godly  man  is  againji  thee,  and  thy  hand  is 
ao-ainft  all  the  children  of  the  free  zvoman  ;  thou  hateft 
every  keir  of  promife,  and  contended  continually  for 
tkem  whom  God  has  caft  away. 

If  thou  waft  the  love  of  God,  thou  wouldft  lead 
fouls  to  Mount  Zion,  to  the  heavenly  Jerufalem,  to  the  torn* 
pany  of  EleSi  Angels,  and  to  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made 
perfect  (b).  But  inftead  of  this,  thou  contendeft  for 
reprobates,  which  proves  thy  guefts  to  be  in  the  depths 
of  Hell  (c).  Charity  what  fay  eft  thou  to  thefe  thii 
Answer.  I  teach  againft  imputed  righteoufiefs,  only 
becaufe  I  am  afraid  it  will  fpoil  their  own.  And  as 
for  Election,  I  taught  them  to  reject  that,  fearing 
they  would  get  idle,  and  by  keeping  that  back,  God 
gets  more  works  from  them. 

O,  thou  cunning  hypocrite  !  I  fee  through  thy  m. 
thou  art  one  of  xhofe  foxes  that  fpoil  the  vines.     Thou 
teacheft  againft  imputed  right  eoufnefs,  which  alone 
fave,  and  teacheth  to  truft  in  one  that  cannot  : — So 
thou  teacheth  them  to  commit  two  evils,  to  fqrfa 
fountain  of  living  water,  and  make  a 
can  hold  no  water  (d).    To  reject  a 
and  ftand  in  filthy  rags  (J).     Surely  if  thou  waft  the 
love  (/God,  thou  wouldft  do  as  Christ  comma 

{a)   Job  xxlv;   7.  (<)    Hcb.  XlL    21. 

(c)  Prov.  ix.    iS.  (</)   Jcr.  ii.    13. 

(c)  Matt.  xxii.  xx«  (/)  1  f9  6. 

Si 
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Simon  loveft  thou  me  ?  then  feed  my  JJoeep  (a).  Yea,  thou 
wouldfl  not  keep  back  their  food,  that  -a  greater 
tafk  might  be  performed,  but  wouldfl  do  as  Christ 
did  ;  he  gave  them  ftrong  meat  firft ;  rejoice  that  your  ' 
names  are  written  in  heaven  (b)  ;  then  he  fills  their  bel- 
lies alfo — Children  have  ye  any  meat  ?  'They  anfwer  No, 
then  fays  he  come  and  dine  (c) ;  then  he  lifts  up  his  hands 
and  bleffes  them,  and  fays  he  is  with  them  always  (d). 

At  the  day  of  Pentecoft  he  fills  them  with  the  Holy 
Ghost  (e)  ;  then  they  went  forth  and  wrought,  and 
the  Lord  worked  with  them,  confirming  their  word  with 
figns  (f).  Christ  is  a  prieft  after  the  order  of  Melchife- 
dec.  Blejfts  them  firft,  meets  them  with  bread  and  wine, 
and  then  receives  his  own  fruits.  But  thou  haft  made 
him  a  prieft  after  the  law  of  a  carnal  commandment,  in- 
ftead  of  the  power  of  an  endlefs  life  (g).  And  by  thefe 
means  thou  haft  taught  fouls  to  abhor  the  offering  of 
God  :  Yea,  thou  haft  taught  fuch  foolifhnefs  of  men's 
invention,  as  to  pervert  the  ways  of  many,  until  their 
hearts  have  fretted  againft  the  Lord  (h). 

If  thy  name  and  nature  was  Charity,  thou 
wouldeft  feed  the  hungry,  and  cloath  the  naked,  and  not 
lock  the  ftrong  meait  up  in  a  cupboard,  Jefuit-like, 
that  people  might  work  the  harder*  Who  can  work 
and  ftarve  ?  We  commonly  fay  hard-working  men 
want  good  fubftantial  meat,  but  thou  fendeft  them 

(a)  Johnxxi.  16.  (b)  Luke  x.  20. 

(If)  Johnxxi.   12.  (d)  Matt,  xxviir  20. 

(e)   Ads  ii.  4.  (/)  Marie  xvi.  20. 

(^)  Heb.  vii.  16,  (b)  Prov.  xix.  3. 
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the  wildernefs  with  only  a  bottle  of  water  at  their 
lack,  and  there  they  may  work  and  wander,  till  they 
are  obliged  to  turn  archers :  And  thus  it  is  when  they 
fee  others  look  fairer  and  fatter  (feeding  by  faith)  than 
children  of  their  fort,  they  grudge,  (not  being  falisfied 
hu/ks)  and  often  bend  their  bozvs  in  fecret,  andflioot 
at  the  upright  in  heart.  Thou  haft  not  only  taught 
fouls  to  rejeeft  Jehovah  our  Righteousness,  who 
is  our  Just  God  and  Saviour,  and  the  Justifier^ 
of  them  that  believe  (a)  ;  but  thou  haft  taught  fouls  to 
ftagger  at  the  Arm  of  the  Lord,  by  denying  the  final 
perfeverance  of  God's  EJccl.  In  the  Lord  have  w* 
righteoufnefs  to  juftify,  and  ftrength  to  travel  on,  and 
overcome  (b). 

We  are  commanded  to  go  forth  in  the  ftrength  of 
the  Lord  God,  and  to  make  mention  of  his  righteoufnefs, 
even  of  his  only  (c).  God  has  promifed  to  ftrengthen  us, 
and  to  uphold  us  id),  and  to  fay  we  are  ftrong  in  him, 
when  nothing  but  weaknefs  in  ourfelves  (e)9  None 
fhall  pluck  us  out  of  his  hands  (f)  ;  though  believers  fall, 
theyfliall  not  be  cajl  down,  for  the  Lord  upholdeth  them 
zvith  his  hand  (g).  But  thou  haft  thrujl  fore  at  this  arm 
of  God,  that  they  miglot  fall,  by  telling  fouls  they 
might  ftand  to-day,  and  fall  into  Hell  to-morrow  : 
Surely  this  muft  weaken  confidence  in  the  Omnipo- 
tence of  God.     And  this  proves  thee  a  preacher  of 

(a)  Rom.  iv.    5.  (£)   Ifhh  xlv.    -4. 

(c)  Pfalm  lxxi.   16.  (</j  Ifiiah  xli.   10. 

(e)  Joel  iii.    10.  (/)  John  x.   28. 

{g)  Pfalm  xxxvii.  24; 
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damnation,  by  encouraging  unbelief;  for  he  that  believe  i 
not  /hall  be  ddihned(a). 

Thus  thou  preacheft  down  the  fovereignty  of  our 
FJeci-Head  and  EteSt  Foundation  Christ  Jesus,  by  de- 
nying Election.  And  thou  preacheft  down  the  ever- 
tafling  right  eoufnefs  of  God,  by  denying  its  imputation  J 
and  thou  preacheft  down  the  omnipotence  of  God, 
by  denying  our  perfeverance  therein  ;  and  then  thou 
cryeft  out  lo  !  here  is  Christ,  in  this  ferret  chamber  of 
imagery,  but  we  believe  it  not,  for  thou  telle/}  lies  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  (b).  Then  thou  calleft  thy  name 
Charity,  when  in  very  deed  thy  name  and  nature 
is  nothing  but  thievery.  Thou  haft  robbed  God,  and 
thou  haft  robbed  his  children  of  their  bread ;  this  is  at 
two-fold  facrilege.  When  wilt  thou  leave  oft'  this 
trade  of  picking  artd  Jlealing,  lying  and  Jlandering? 

O  !  thou  walking  pejlilence  !  creeping  in  darhiefs, 
when  wilt  thou  pull  off  thy  roilgh  garment,  and  ceafe 
to  deceive  (c)  ?  What  Jloall  be  done  unto  thee,  0  thou 
falfe  tongue ( 'd) ;  thou  fpeakefl  wickedly  for  Gov>,  andtalkeft 
deceitfully  for  kimfej;  out  of  thy  own  mouth  have  I  judged 
thee,  than  wicked  fervant ;  thou  owneft  thyfelf  that  thou 
locked  the  flrong  meat  up  in  the  cupboard,  that  they 
might  work  the  more.  Surely  a  facrilegious  Jefuit  is 
two-fold  worfe  than  a  begging  Friar ;  thou  art  too 
proud  to  beg,  but  not  too  honeft  to  Jleal.  Thy  wretch- 
ed name,  Univerial,  is  only  partial ;  thou  regardeft 


(a)   Markxvi.  16.  (h)  Jer.  xxvii.  i ;.- 

(c)   Zach.  xlii.  4,  (</)   Pfalm  Cix.   3. 

(?)  Job  xiii.  ;. 
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;,  but  haft  no  more 
mercy  for  the  honeft  fail  :  >£>,  than  his 

ciful  hoiinefs  of  Rome,  when,  by  the  laws  of  his  bloody 
inquijition,  he    has    baptized   and   named    them    He~ 

If  a  perfon  comes  to  thine  aflemblies,  who  has 
learnt  the.  Satanic  trick  of  wrefting  fcriptures,  cavil- 
ing againft  God's  efiemial  doctrines,  a  hater  of  the 
Eleff,  with  a  gloom v  countenance,  and  a  Nazaritifli 
bead,  proudly  boafting  of  his  own  perfection,  though 
he  gives  God  himfelf  the  lie  to  his  face  (a)  ;  yet  he 
is  the  man  that  fhall  d'.vell  with  Moab,  and  Moab  be- 
comes a  covert  to  him  from  free  grace,  which  is  fup- 
pofed  to  be  a  fpoiler.  But  if  God  fets  a  foul  at 
liberty,  he  is  cafl  out  as  an  ah:minal*  ,  left  he 

ihould  feafon  others.  If  Charity  caft  out  the  fait, 
fhe  has  only  the  name,  but  lofes  the  favour  ;  and  how 
is  her  family  to  bt  feafon:.  '.:,  when  you  fay  it  is 

neither  fit  for  your  land,  nor  for your  dunghill  ? 

Old  Thomas  Brow*?,  a  weaver,  at  Gainsbo- 
rough, in  Lincoln/lure,  who  fat  among  a  fociety  of 

rs  twenty  years,  in  chains  of 
his  ears  charmed  by   the  clafs  leader,  who  had   long 
entertained  them  with  this  vain  repetition — M  Come  my 
dears,  let's  up  and  be  doing  ;"  which  was  finging  a  lovely 
to  a  beav  ;   God  at  laft  pitying   his  long 

captivity,  applied  this   paflage   to  h  h  power 

and  comfort :   "  I  : 
..  not }  I  a 

L  S, 
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1  will  make  darknefs  light  before  them,  and  crooked  things 
firaight ;  theft  things  will  I  do  unto  them,  and  not  ^prfake 
them" 

The  poor  man  feeling,  and  feeing  the  fvveetnefs  of 
this  promife,  went  to  the  clafs-meeting,  and  fhewed 
the  clafs-leader  the  promife,  and  told  him  the  joy  it 
came  with.  The  clafs-leader7  who  was  almoft  perfeff 
in  his  own  eyes  (Pope-like)  fnatched  the  Bible  out  of 
his  hands,  and  afked  him  if  he  was  going  to  turn 
Antinomian  ;  and  told  him  to  work  out  his  own  falva- 
tion !  when  God  had  worked  in  him  both  to  will  and  ta 
do.  A  few  days  afterr  the  clafs-leader  went  to  him 
again,  and  finding  him  reading  the  Bible,  took  it 
away,  which  much  diftrefied  the  poor  foul ;  who  at 
laft  came  to  hear  me,  and  God  delivered  him  ;  and 
ever  fince  he  has  been  rejected  of  ail  that  imperfedl 
ibciety  of  Univerfal  Lovers,  becaufe  he  by  the  Spirit  is 
made  perfect,,  even  as  his  heavenly  Father  is  perfett  (a). 

If  Universal  Charity  holds  univerfal redemption , 
and  fays  Christ  died  for  all,  why  not  for  them  who 
are  born  again  of  the  Holy  Ghofl,  as  well  as  for  Cain  and 
Efau  ?  And  if  the  Bible  has  no  fuch  dodtrine  as  re- 
probation,  nor  the  earth  any  fuch  inhabitants,  what 
will  become  of  Tom  Brown  ?  Universal  Cha- 
rity has  caft  him  out,  excommunicated  him,  and  repro- 
bated him.  It  looks  as  if  Univerfal  Charity  had  de- 
ftroyed  God's  prerogative  of  chooftng  and  refufing, 
only  to  eftablilh  his  own  fovereignty.  Bat  how  a 
building  of  hay,  fir  aw,  andjiubbli  is  iofiand,  eftabliftied 


(a)  Matt,  v.  48. 

on 
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on  the  ruins  of  God's  fovereign  prerogative,  I  know 
not.  If  God's  honour  is  trampled  in  the  duft,  Uni- 
vcrfal  Charity  has  little  room  to  expedt  he  will  exalt 
his.  They  that  honour  me,  I  will  honour  ;  but  he  that 
defpifeth  me,  JJiall  be  lightly  ejleemed  (a). 

So  the  arm  of  the  Lord  there  fpoken  of,  to  lead 
finners  into  paths  they  have  not  known,  is  rejected; 
and  free-will  and  human  ability  is  eilablifhed.  Surely 
this  is  making  the  lam  of  God  of  little  effect,  and  the 
Go/pel  of  none,  by  this  old  way  of  tithing  rue,  anife,  and 
cummin,  but  neglecting  Mercy  and  Faith,  which  ought 
to  have  been  dene  (b).  To  forfake  and  hate  a  man, 
becaufe  the  mercy  of  God  has  lifted  him  up,  is  a  ftrange 
way  of  fhewing  charity :  However,  it  is  the  way  that 
Saul  Ihewed  his  love  to  David.  The  Lord  fent  an 
evil  fpirit  upon  Saul,  but  flood  by  his  fervant  David ; 
therefore  David  muft  fly  the  court,  or  receive  the 
javelin  ;  Saul  became  David's  adverfary  continually, 
becaufe  God  was  his  friend. 

However,  Saul  was  not  without  charity,  he  exalt- 
ed Doeg  the  Edomite  for  cutting  off  fiventy  of  God's 
priejis,  and  railed  him  from  his  former  office  of  deer- 
keeping,  into  that  of  being  Lord  ofhh  Id:  This 

place  was  the  price  of  blood  (c).     Universal   Cha- 
rity fhews  her  pity  farther  in  Saul:  There  came  up 
the  Ziphites,  and  faid  to  Saul,  doth  not  David  (the 
Calvinift)  bide  himfelfwith  us  ?  now  therefore,  0 
come  dozvn,  according  to  all  the  dejirt  of  thy  Joul  to  come 

(/z)    i  Sam.  ii.   30.  (h)  Matt,  xxiii.  23. 

1  Sam.  xxi.    7,  and  1  Sam.  x:ai.   1S. 
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down,  and  though  he  has  done  nothing  amifi,jarf  our 
part Jloall  be  to  deliver  him  tip  into  the  kings  band.  This 
moved  the  bowels  of  Universal  Charity  in  Saul, 
and  he  faid  blejfed  are  ye  of  the  Lord,  for  ye  have  com- 
paffion  on  me.  Ye  blefled  traitors,  and  Doeg  the 
murderer,  are  my  beft  friends. 

But  as  for  David,  he  is  one  of  the  Ekft,  the  Spirit 
-of  God  is  in  him,  the  anointing  on  him,  mercy  is  fire 
to  him9  and  the  oath  of  God  fecures  him,  therefore  I 
hate  him.  Yet  the  fovereign  Lord  God  of  Ifrael  is 
with,  and  has  chofen  him  ;  and  by  his  faith  he  is 
more  righteous  than  I.  And  God  has  given  him  the 
kingdom  by  a  covenant  of  fait*  or  grace,  and  has  chofen 
him  before  me  and  all  my  houfe.  Therefore  this  fove- 
reign Lord,  and  his  chofen  veffcl,  are  the  word  tor- 
mentors I  have.  And  he  will  go  for  refuge  elfe- 
where  :  Seek  me  a  woman  with  a  familiar  fpir it  (a). 
For  though  he  made  God  and  Samuel  his  enemies,  t 
for  rejecting  the  word  of  truth,  yet  he  will  have  a  friend 
fomewhere,  if  it  be  the  Devil  himfelf ;  and  as  he 
was  altogether  for  outfide  things,  he  will  have.JSa- 
mud's  mantle ',  if  he  cannot  have  him(b).         m\\  I*  * 

Formerly  Saul  had,  in  his  zeal  for  God,  GitJff  tie. 
wizards  cut  of  the  land ;  but  when  he  faw  the  fovc- 
reignty  of  his  Maker,  in  his  choice  of  David,  he 
goes  to  one  of  that  number,  even  with  a  prayer  in 
his  mouth  ;  Divine  to  me  I  pray  thee  by  the  Devil  (c)  ; 
but  found,  as  Haman  did  by  Zerijli  his  wife,  that  he 

(a)    i   Sam.  xxviii.   7.  (h)    1   Sam.  xxviii.  4. 

(1)    1  Sam.  xxviii.  S» 

was 


.  to  fall  before  this  Ifraelite  indeed,  as  Ha  man  djd 
before  Mordecci,  that  is  drop  into  his  c~jcn  pit,  by  his 
own  CQunjel'y  however,  as  he  had  been  a  friend  to  Sa- 
tan's familv,  and  a  lover  cf  D6ej  prous 
,Ziphites,  Satan's  dear  daughter  begins  to  comfort 
h.im  :  Now  therefore  hearken  unto  ■:  of  thy  hand- 
id  let  me  Jet  a  morfel  of  bread  before  thee,  and  eat ; 
but  he  in  mock  modefty  refufed ;  however  flie  per- 
fuaded  him, 

Saul  was  a  man  very  fond  of  his  own  righteouf- 
neft  being  eftabliflicd  before  men  ;  he  requefted  Sar 
muel  to  honour  him  before  Ifrael,  (though  God  had 

fted  him)  ;  his  Royal  lelf  was  lo  delicate,  th. 
could  feed  on  nothi  applaufe  ;    he  could   not 

make  a  meal  of  Christ   revealed  in  every  iacrifice 
which  he  law  offered  ;  but  though  he  could  not  fup 
on  the  fatted  calf  in  the  Scripture,  yet  he  coul 
one  drefled  by  the  witch  of  F.ndor  (a).     Universal 
Charity  was  partial  in  nature  then,  as  well  as  now  ; 
if  it  hates  poor  old  Tom  Brown,   yet  it   loves  h 
crite^     This  appears  in  Saul;  he  will  purfue 
of  D.ivid  through  all  thi 

he  find?  the  witch  of  Endor,  he  fwears  by  the  Lord 
God  of  hods,  not  tc 

Jlialt  not  fuffi  (V).      This  piti- 

ful principle  had  fhewed  its  pity  before  in  the  f 
tion  of  _  ',  but  Samuel,   I 

being  void  of  univciial  charity,  choi 

(a)    i  S  :r.  (7j)   i  Sam.*xviiK    id. 

.18.  .  (J)    1  Sam.  ::v.    19. 

D  4 


(     4°     ) 

before  the  Lord,  or  in  his  prefence,  as  a  thing  that 
pleafed  him,  becaufe  his  /word  had  made  women 
childlefs(a). 

I  once  laid  hold  of  fome  Hymns  wrote  by  a  Per- 
fe<ft  Man,  or  one  that  talks  at  that  rate,  who  is  a 
great  champion  for  charity,  or  univerfal  love  ;  and  in 
that  piece  of  poetry  all  Gofpel  Minifters,  who  de- 
clare the  whole  counfel  of  God,  are  ftyled  children 
of  the  Devil  in  thefe  words : 

"  Hear  the  hellijli  monfier  roar, 

"  For  you  Chrjft  died,  and  not  one  more*, 

"  His  children  lift  en  to  his  call, 

"  Aid  flout,  Chrift  did  not  die  for  all.'9 

Embaffadors  of  peace  are  here  called  children  of 
the  Devil — and  becaufe  Christ  faid  he  did  not  pray 
for  the  world,  nor  die  for  the  goats— and  told  them 
they  were  not  of  his  iheep — we  adhering  to  this  in 
the  Bible,  are  called  lifteners  to  Satan  ;  and  'preach- 
ing thefe  truths,  is  called  fliouting  for  the  Devil. — 
This  is  ftrange  language  for  a  perfect  man — and  if 
his  charity  is  univerfal,  he  has  a  very  odd  wray  of 
ihewing  it  to  Gofpel  Minifters. 

Though  this  man  will  not  allow  of  God's  repro- 
bating finners  for  their  wickednefs,  yet  he  will  re- 
probate them  that  preach  the  truth  : — This  appears 
to  be  a  revival  of  the  old  dodtrine,  calling  light  dark- 
nefs,  and  darknefo  light ;  Jin  holinefs,  and  holimfsfin  (b). 

(a)   i  Sam.  xv.   33*  (£)  Ifaiah  v.  20. 
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This  wonderful  Charity  is  fo  tender  about  the  fall 
of  man,  that  it  cannot  allow  him  to  be  totally  de- 
praved, but  infifts  upon  it,  that  Man  has  a  power  to 
do  good — to  come  to  Christ,  and  to  improve  that 
talent  they  brought  into  the  world  with  them  : — • 
And  it  is  declared  that  Christ's  invitation  for  fin- 
ners  to  come  to  him,  implies  they  have  power  to 
come,  or  elfe  Christ  mocks  them  with  a  fruitlefs 
call.  I  read  that  he  called  Lazarus,  and  I  read  that 
Lazarus  was  dead,  and  flank  when  he  called  him ; 
and  where  the  word  of  that  King  went  there  was 
power  (a).  The  power  was  in  the  call,  not  in  La- 
zarus ;  and  I  believe  a  finner  to  be  as  dead  in  foul, 
as  Lazarus  was  in  body,  and  (links  worfe  by  far,  for 
Lazarus  (lank  only  four  days  :  But  he  that  fays  I  am 
more  holy  than  others,  is  a  fmoke  in  God's  noftrils, 
and  a  fire  that  burneth  all  his  days  (£). 

I  know  Christ  fays  no  man  can  come  to  me  ex- 
cept the  Father  draw  him  (r),  howbeit  feme  fay  he 
has  a  power,  or  he  is  mocked  with  a  fruitlefs  call. — 1 
Christ  fays,  without  me  ye  can  do  nothing.  Now,  if 
we  fay  he  has  power,  and,  out  of  charity  to  fallen  na- 
ture, fay  much  about  the  rectitude  of  his  will,  the 
dignity  of  his  nature,  and  praife  his  unbiafled  reafon, 
as  fome  call  it,  and  lead  him  to  believe  thefe  lies  : 
where  is  the  Charity  of  it  ?  I  cannot  fee  he  has  any 
charity  either  to  Christ,  the  Sinner,  or  himfelf.  He 
has  none  to  Christ,  becaufe  he  gives  him  the  lie  in 

(a)  Ecclef.  ?iii,  4.  (£)  iLiih  lxv.  5. 

(,)  John  vi.  44- 

his 
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his  word  ;  he  has  none  to  the  finner,  becaufe,  though 
he  has  led  him  to  trull  in  himfelf,  yet  he  cannot  de- 
'liver  his  foul y  nor  fay  is  there  not  a  lie  in  my  right-hand  (a)  ? 
Nor  has  he  any  love  to  himfelf,  for  his  falfe  tefti- 
mony  makes  him  one  that  God  hates.  Six  things 
doth  God  hate,  yea  feven  are  an  abomination  unto  him  ;  a 
falfe  witnefs  that  fpeaketh  lies,  and  he  that  fozveth  difcord 
among  brethren  (£)• 

This  way  of  fhewing  univerfal  love  is  mighty  ftrange, 
becaufe  it  only  exalts  the  flefh,  and  nurfes  pride; 
however,  that  man,  though  he  indulges  pride,  and 
pleafes  the  flefh,  yet  if  his  dodtrines  damn  the  foul, 
he  has  not  fhewed  much  charity  ;  for  a  faithful  wit- 
Tiefs  deliver eth  folds  (V),  but  a  falfe  witnefs  deceives  his, 
neighbour,  as  well  as  himfelf.  A  falfe  witnefs  floall  not 
he  unpunijhed,  and  he  that  fpeaketh  Hesfiall  not  efcape  (J). 
I  cannot  fee  it  to  be  a  very  charitable  a&  to  eftablifh 
free  agency  among  n;en  (or  rather  confirm  them  in 
it)  it  has  been  eftabliflied  ever  fince  Eve  wanted  to  be 
as  God  (V).  Free-will,  what  good  has  it  done  for 
fouls,  that  Charity  has  fo  much  to  fay  in  behalf  of 
it  ?  Why  it  has  rejected  Christ  ;  Whom  will  ye  that 
I  releafe  unto  you  ?  Free-will,  fays  Barabbas.  What 
Jliall  I  do  with  Chrijl  ?  Free-will  has  delivered  him  out 
of  envy,  and  dejires  a  murderer  to  be  granted  untq 
them  (jf  And  it  is  free-will  to  this  day  that  rejects 
the  fceptre  of  Grace. — JJre  will  not  have  this  man  to. 

(a)   Ifalah  xliv.   20.  (/>)   Prov.  vi.  9. 

(r)   Prov.  xiv.  2:.  (J)  Prov.  xix.   J, 

(/}  Gen.  in,  5.  (f)  Afts  iii.  14. 
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Teign  over  us,  ever   was,  and  ever  will  be  its  Ian? 
guage. 

Eternal  life  is  in  Chijl,  but  Free-will  won't  accept 
it:  "ye  will  not  come  unto  me  that yt  arot  life.'9 

I  know  none  makes  fairer  promifes  than  Free-will, 
nor  performs  worfe.  Son  go  work  to-day  in 
yard;  that's  enough  for  a  Free  Agent,  he  wants  no 
promifes  nor  help — I  go,  Sir,  faid  he  (a)  ;  but  we  are 
informed  he  went  not  (b).  Ifrael  o.f  old  told  Jofhua, 
all  that  the  Lord  &ath  faid  ive  will  do  :  But  Jofiua  fays  ye 
cannot  (c).  And  fo  they  found  it ;  for  they  ficriftced 
their  children  to  Devils,  and  the  land  zvqs  elf  led  s 
blood  (d). 

Is  this  Free-will  eftablifhed  by  Universal  Cha- 
rity ?— fo  it  feems.  Then,  0  my  foul,  com  net  thou 
into  their  fecret ;  unto  their  affembly,  mine  hcr.our  be  not 
thou  united:  for  in  their  anger  againft  the  truth 
havejlain  many,  and  in  their  felf-ivill  they  are  trying  to 
dig  down  the  wall  of  free  Salvation.  Curfed  be  fetch  an- 
ger for  it  is  fierce,  and  fuch  wrath  again  ft  fouls,  for  it 
is  cruel ;  I  will  divide  them  in  Jacob,  and  fcatter  them 
in  Ifrael  (c). 

I  think  a  Free  Agent  is  the  word  enemy  to  his 
own  foul  of  any  living,  and  deierves  the  foreft  pu- 
nifhment,  becaufe  he  boafts  of  his  will,  power,  and 
profound  knowledge — and  fays  are  we  blind  alfo  ? — 
It  is  an  affront  to  tell  him  he  is  blind,  yet  they  fuffej 

(a)  Matt.  xxi.  30.  .  30. 

(c)  Jof.  xxiv.   19. 

Gen.  xlix,  6,   7, 

them- 
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themfelvcs  to  perifh  with  all  this  noble  flock.  Scrip- 
ture informs  us  all  they  that  were  invited  to  the  Sup* 
per  begged  to  be  excufed ;  and  were  all  taken  at  their 
word,  and  excluded  the  feqft.  Not  a  foul  comes  in 
till  a  compulsion  is  fent  out. — Go,  compel  them  to  come 
in,  then  they  come  : — and  bring  them  alfo,  and  the 
houfe  was  filled  with  guefts. — Well,  we  muft  leave 
them  to  the  mercy  of  him  who  has  faid,  he  that 
Taunvs  his  Lord's  will,  and  doth  it  not,  Jball  be  beaten 
zvith  many  Jiripes. 

Universal  Charity  appears  to  me  to  be  one 
that  loves  not  God,  nor  regards  the  foul  of  men. 
Pray  what  right  haft  thou  to  fend  poor  fouls  that  feel 
their  need  of  Christ,  to  the  Church  .of  England,  I 
mean  to  fuch  of  them,  as  have  nothing  but  blind 
guides  in  them  ?  Christ  fays,  theyjliall  cqfi you  out  of 
the  fynagogue,  but  you  drive  them  into  it.  So  you 
drive  thefe  poor  fouls  into  the  very  mouth  of  divine 
reproof — why  feek  ye  the  living  among  the  dead  ?  Ch  r  ist 
is  not  in  a  blind  guide  ;  he  fays,  come  out  from  among 
them,  and  be  ye  feparate.  But  you  teach  men  to  fay, 
Keep  ye  among  them,  and  be  ye  united.  This  is  a 
plain  contradi&ion  of  God's  word.  However,  thai 
man  fhall  never  be  God's  mouth,  who  takes  not  the 
vile  from  the  precious  (a). 

Where  is  thy  love  to  fouls,  in  fending  them  under 
Hind  guides  ?  And  when  they  come  there,  they 
pray  to  be  delivered  from  blindnefs  of  mind.  Thou 
teacheft  people  to  deny  Election,  and  yet  fendeth 

(«)  Jer.  xv.  19. 
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them  to  Church  to  pray  God  to  make  his  Choferi 
People  joyful.  Firft,  thou  teacheft  fouls  to  deny  the 
do&rines  of  the  Eftablifhed  Church,  and  then  fendeft 
them  to  church  to  confefs  them.  They  2re  taught 
to  contradict  God,  and  then  fent  to  mock  him. 
Surely  that  Charity  can  be  of  but  little  nfe  to  my 
foul,  that  teaches  me  to  give  God  the  lie,  and  then 
draw  cut  a  wide  mouth  at  him.  O  Charity,  thou  ufefi 
the  tongue  of  the  crafty ',  and  diggejl  a  fit  for  thy  friends  (a)  ! 

The  whole  work  of  Universal  Charity  feems 
to  be  nothing  elfe  but  reconciling  Christ  and  Sataji, 
Truth  and  Error,  Saints  and  Sinners  together.  But 
the  throne  cf  iniquity  JJ:all  have  no  fellowfhif  with  God, 
nor  they  who  frame  mif chief  by  a  law  (b).  For  •; 
part  hath  he  that  belli  I?     I  don'c 

know  Paul,  you  muft  afk  Universal  Charity  this 
queftion,  it  is  all  her  work.  If  a  man  was  to  bring 
into  my  houfe  a  troop  of  wi  bts3  heathens, 

robbers,  and  murderers,  and  unite  thole  with  me  and 
my  family,  I  fhould  not  think  it  a  very  charitable 
act  :  And  thole  that  couple  Christ  and  Satan,  will 
find  nothing  but  wrath  from  him  for  their  pains. 

Surely  the  Saviour's  family,  which  he  received  in 
Eternity,  and  redeemed  from  among  men,  are  not  to  be 
thus  jumbled  together  with  Pagans ;  but  all  this  is 
the  noble  effect  of  free-will,  free-thinking,  and 
Universal  Charity.  Mr.  Pope  fays,  though 
God  bound  nature  fa  ft  in  fate,  yet  he  left  free  the 
human  will.     And  he  has  a&ed  with  God  and  his 


(a)  Job  y1.   2~t  (J?)   Pfulm  xav.  20. 

Sai 


(     46     ) 

Saints,  as  all  free-willers  do,  namely,  ftir  heaven; 
earth,  and  hell  together.  But  God's  guiphs  are 
fixed,  and  no  free-wilier  fhall  ever  fpread  the  fails  of 
human  merit,  nor  Jlrengthen  the  Maft  of  free-will,  nor 
life  the  Oar  of  human  power  to  crofs  that  unfathom- 
able gulph  (a).  "  And  befides  all  this,  between  us  and 
you,  there  is  a  great  gulf  fixed ;  fo  that  they  which  would 
pafs  from  hence  to  you  cannot ;  neither  can  they  pafs  fo 
us  that  would  come  from  thence  (b)" 

It  appears  Univerfal  Charity  operates  wonderfully 
on  that  learned  body  the  Deifts.  They  difcover  the 
fame  enmity  againft  the  Sovereign  God  of  the  Uni- 
verfe,  and  his  revealed  Word,  as  the  Arminians  or 
Papifls  do,  but  are  as  tender  of  rebels  and  brutes,  as 
any  on  earth  befide.  I  believe  the  dodtrine  of  Yyih:.- 
goras  fprung  from  this  root,  Universal  Charity  ; 
and  we  have  many  in  our  days  will  advance  errors  to 
the  deftrudiion  of  many  fouls,  yet  are  very  tender  ef 
brutes  and  infedts. 

Not  long  ago  I  was  in  company  with  a  very  capi- 
tal gentleman,  (who  makes  a  profeffion  of  Christ) 
with  whom  I  was  to  fpend  the  evening,  and  lodge 
that  night.  I  found  his  head  wonderfully  flocked 
with  the  doctrines  of  the  Millenium,  or  Christ's 
perfonal  reign  on  earth  a  thou/and  years.  I  gave  him 
to  underftand  that  I  believed  the  heavens  mufl  receive 
Chrijl  till  the  reflitution  of  all  things  (<:)  ;  and  that  he 
would  not  appear  till  he  arofe  from  a  throne  of  grace, 

(a)   Ifaiah  xxxiii.  23.  (£)   Luke  xvi.  26. 

(r)  Ads  iii.  21. 
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jhui  the  door  of  mercy,  and  appeared  on  the  throne 
of  judgment ;  however  he  had  wonderful  notio:. 
the  thoufand  years  reign  to  come.  I  thought  to-day 
I  zvas  to  hear  hit  voice — I  alio  thought  an  heart  efta- 
blifhed  with  Grace  to-day,  was  better  than  a  head 
ftored  with  notions  of  a  thoufand  years  to  come. 
However  he  brought  many  ftrange  things  to  my  ears 
about  it,  and  he  is  welcome  to  them  ;  for  my  part,  I 
muft  confefs  I  love  a  religion  that  is  nigher  home. 

Having  fat  awhile  to  have  my  head  fluffed  with 
thefe  things — (only  my  head  I  fay,  for  it  went  no 
deeper)  the  fecond  entertainment  was  to  be  perform- 
ed by  Universal  Charity.  As  foon  as  fhe  came 
forth,  I  expedted  fomething  new  and  ftrange,  as  fhe 
is  very  pregnant  with  her  witty  inventions.  Here  I 
was  told  that  this  Millenium  was  to  reftore  all  things, 
brutes,  fifties,  creeping  things,  and  infedts;  all  were 
to  appear  as  when  created,  and  he  had  fome  hope  of 
their  falvation  too,  and  devils  themfelves  not  ex- 
cluded. And  the  text  of  fcripture  he  brought  to 
prop  up  his  fancy  is  :  "  And  every  create 
is  in  heaven,  and  on  the  earth,  and  under  the  e. 
fuch  as  are  in  the  fca,  and  all  that  are  in  them,  heard  I 
faying,  Blejjing,  and  honour,  and  glory 3  and  power,  be 
unto  him  that  fiiteth  on  the  into  the  I 

ever  and  ever  (#)." 

I  fat  and  argued  with  him  till  one  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  but  to  no  purpofe  ;  he  was  too  firmly  i 
bliihed,  to  be  moved  wirh  fuch  vv<  tic  its  as 

(<?)  Rev.  v.    15, 

mine  * 
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mine  ;  I  therefore  lefr  him  in  his  principles,  and 
fince  that  time  I  took  care  never  to  hear  any  more  of 
them.  This  convinced  me  that  Univerfal  Charity  is 
a  rejident  in  a  carnal  heart,  but  only  a  vijitor  to  God's 
Eledt.  -  I  know  a  gentlewoman  who  is  wonderfully 
influenced  by  it ;  fhe  is  like  Saul  of  old,  a  Pharifee 
of  the  ftridteft  fed:,  and  charitable  to  all  forts,  except 
thofe  crawling  mortals  called  IVhitefieldites  ;  flie  can- 
not bear  them  nor  their  dodrine  to  be  mentioned, 
but  is  very  tender  to  any  poor  girl  of  the  town,  whom 
the  foul  difeafe  has  rendered  incapable  of  bufinefs ; 
but  a  poor  honeft  married  woman,  who  is  rich  in 
faith,  though  poor  in  pocket,  would  fpeed  but  badly 
if  fhe  went  to  her  in  the  name  of  Jesus. 

The  innkeeper  that  we  read  of  in  Luke,  appears 
to  be  one  of  this  fort ;  the  inn  was  full,  there  was 
room  for  all  but  Jofeph  and  Mary,  they  were  of  ano- 
ther lineage,  therefore  they  muft  houfe  in  the  ftable, 
though  the  blefled  Virgin  was  in  the  perils  of  child- 
birth. 

I  was  informed  a  minifter  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land once  went,  on  the  thirtieth  of  January,  to  preach 
King  Charles  out  of  purgatory  ;  in  which  difcourfe 
he  painted  the  Prefbyterians  in  very  fable  colours, 
but  drew  the  King  in  very  pathetic  lines.  Where  he 
took  his  text  I  know  not,  but  we  all  know  that  the 
Bible  fays  nothing  againft  an  honeft  Prefbyterian,  nor 
any  thing  in  behalf  of  the  author  of  Mafiacres. 
However,  this  difcourfe  was  not  without  effed: ;  an 
aged  woman,  who  fat  very  attentive  to   hear  what 

the 
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the  Bible,  or  rather  the  Prieft,  had  to  fay,  had  her 
bowels  of  Univerlal  Charity  fo  moved  with  fympathy, 
that  her  cheeks  were  all  bedewed  with  tears,  and  yet 
fo  incenfed  againft  the  Prefbyterians,  that  fhe  declared 
to  an  old  Diffenter  (who  fat  next  to  her)  that  if  there 
had  been  a  Preibyterian  as  near  her  as  he  was,  fhe 
would  have  run  her  knife  into  his  heart. 

It  was  well  for  the  man  that  informed  me,  that  fhe 
was  ignorant  of  his  being  one  of  that  number. 
Universal  Charity  always  flows  two  ways;  it 
runs  up  in  rebellion,  but  down  in  compaffion.  I  be- 
lieve Herod  was  not  deftitute  of  Universal  Cha- 
rity— he  was  very  tender  of  his  brother's  wife — he 
could  take  her  to  his  own  bed,  rather  than  fend  her 
home  in  the  dark;  and  a  great  rewarder  of  flefhly 
excellency ;  he  offered  half  his  kingdom  to  reward  a 
dancing  foot;  but  in  the  matter  of  John  (the  Calvi- 
nifl)  he  was  rather  fevere,  as  it  generally  happens 
with  Univerfal  Lovers. 

It  is  common  in  our  days  to  fee  a  pack  of  lap- 
dogs  in  the  coaches  of  childlefs  women,  taking  up 
the  room  of  crippled  infants  : — I  have  fome  reafori 
to  fufpedt  that  Ahab  had  got  many  of  thefe  hairy 
paffengers  in  his  chariot,  which  caufed  Elijah,  the 
fait  of  the  earth,  and  chariot  of  the  nation,  to  run  in 
the  ftorm  to  Jezreel ;  and  very  likely  the  blood  of 
the  king  was  a  fupper  for  his  own  dogs.  I  am  told 
many  in  play-hcufes  will  ft  quite  diifolved  at  the 
tragic  fcene  of  Hedtor  dragged  round  the  walls  of 
Troy;  and  alfo  at  the  fcene  of  fair  Eleanor's   fatal 

E  end ; 
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«snd ;  but  they  can  read  all  the  agonies  of  a  Suffering 
Saviour,  who  was  the  man  that  bore  our  forrows,, 
and  was  acquainted  with  our  griefs — who  bore  our 
fins,  and  that  wrath  due  to  us  on  that  account  ; — 
yea,  thefe  tender  fpirits,  which  are  fo  pitiful  to  Cain, 
Efau,  Ahaby  Judas,  King  Charles  I.  fair  Eleanor,  Hec- 
tor, and  Dogs,  can  hear  of  a  Saviour's  groans, 
temptations,  perfecurions,  and  bloody  fweat,  and  yet 
ihew  no  more  figns  of  compunction  than  a  flint  ; 
therefore  the  fable  canopy  of  the  heavens,  thebluftv* 
ing  of  the  fun,  the  convulfions  of  the  earth,  the  phe- 
nomenon of  the  cleaving  rocks,  the  rending  of  the 
vail,  the  confeffion  of  traitors,  and  the  refurredlion 
of  many  dead  bodies,  fland  upon  record,  to  give 
thefe  hypocritical  candidates  for  Universal  Cha- 
rity an  everlafting  rebuke. 

Mr.  Charity,  thou  appeared  to  be  an  enemy  both 
to  God  and  man  ;  and  I  believe,  upon  an  impartial 
trial,  we  fhall  find  thee  a  chip  of  the  old  block. 

We  know  Satan  told  our  firft  parents,  they  JJoould 
be  as  Gods,  knowing  good  and  evil,  if  they  would  call  off 
God's  eajy  yoke  of  obedience,  and  credit  a  lie ;  and 
Universal  Charity  labours  hard  to  confirm  his 
words.  Some,  under  the  malk  of  Universal  Cha- 
hit y,  have  crowned  whole  troops  of  apoftates  among 
the  redeemed  flock  of  Chrtjl,  and  excommunicated  and 
reprobated  others,  whofe  names  are  written  in  Heaven  : 
this  is  aiming  at  divine  Sovereignty. 

Others  are  taught  to  truft  in  their  own  right  eoufnefs, 

which 
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<vhich  God  calls  filthy  rags  (a);  and  to  rejedt  the 
righteoufnefs  which  God  has  provided  {b)  ;  this  is  go- 
ing  about  to  cftablljli  a  righteoufnefs  of  the  finner's  own  (c), 
on  the  ruins  of  the  Saviour's  obedience,  which  is  to 
make  many  righteoufnefs  (d)  ;  and  what  is  this  but  con- 
tending with  the  Saviour  to  know  who  is  to  bear  the 
incommunicable  name  of  Jehovah  our  Righteous- 
ness (e).  To  tell  a  finner  he  is  perfedt  in  the  flefh, 
is  teaching  him  to  rejedl  daily  dependence  on  fovereign 
grace,  and  is  in  effect  leading  hirti  to  mimic  the  felf- 
exiftence  of  God.  Some  are  taught  to  reject  many 
of  the  effential  truths  of  the  Bible,  and  to  believe 
contrary  to  the  fenfe  of  others ;  and  this  is  aiming  at 
infinite  wifdom,  in  attempting  to  be  wife  abwe  what 
is  written* 

That  man  who  denies  the  Sovereignty  of  the 
Almighty,  and  calls  his  abfolute  decrees  horrible,  in 
order  to  eftablifh  his  own  free  agency,  and  cries  down 
God's  afts  of  difcriminating  Grace,  to  exalt  free-will 
and  power,  acts  worfe  than  all  the  thoufands  of  Baby- 
lon, and  offers  fuch  indignity  to  the  God  of  heaven, 
as  was  never  offered  to  Nebuchadnezzar  for  all  the  de- 
crees he  published.  And  what  is  this  but  laying  vio- 
lent hands  on  the  fceptrt  of  Christ,  aiming  at  his 
throne,  and  invading  his  royal  prerogative  ?  and  he 
who  boafls  of  will  or  power  to  do  any  thing  truly 
good,  which   God   himfelf  is  not   the  doer  of,  has 

(a)   Ifaiah  Ixiv.  6.  ( I)  Ifaiah  xhru    13. 

(c)  Rom.  x.  3.  (d)  Rom.  r.  9. 
(r)   Jer.  XTviii.  6. 
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qpfce  forgot  by  whom  he  fubfifts,  and  is  aiming  at 
the  omnipotence  of  his  Maker  (a). 

And  he  who  cries  down  the  te.fiimonles  of  Gov,  and 
exalts  himfelf  as  infallible  in  the  judgments  of  the 
ignorant,  has  quite  forgot  that  every  man  is  a  liar  (b), 
and  in  effed:  fays  /  am  the  truth ;  and  that  man  who 
by  uttering  error  againft  the  Lord,  infinuates  him- 
felf into  the  affections  of  finners,  and  eftablifhes  him- 
felf there,  on  the  denial  of  Christ's  particular  r*- 
demption,  becomes  to  fuch  a  foul  an  idol  fet  up  hi  tin 
holy  place  of  Christ,  (where  none  ought  tofland)  provokes 
the  Lord  to  jealoufy  (c),  and  in  effeft  fliezvs  himfelf  to 
be  God,  and  fays  thou  flialt  love  me  with  all  thy  heart* 

We  all  know  that  God  tells  us  to  forlake  them 
who  have  a  form  of  godlinefs,  but  deny  the  power  there- 
of (d),  and  not  feek  the  living  among  the  dead,  or  think 
to  gather  grapes  of  thorns,  or  figs  of  ikijiles ;  therefore 
that  man  who  tells  us  to  feed  on  bujks,  rather  than  hear 
them  who  declare  the  zvhole  counfel  of  God,  and  to  flick 
to  the  form,  rather  than  adhere  to  thofe  preachers 
who  declare  all  the  power  to  be  of  God,  and  not  of 
ihemfelves  (e)  ;  has  caft  off  all  the  yoke  of  obedience, 
is  exalted  in  the  fcorners  chair,  and  has  affumed  the 
feat  of  the  eternal  Lawgiver. 

Some  boaft  of  ability  to  keep  the  law,  and  to  arife 
and  flake  ihemfelves  from  the  difl,  to  create  in  ihemfelves  a 
new  heart,  &c.  and  he   that  can  do  this  is  a  creator* 

(a)  Job  xl.  9.  (£)    Rom.  iii.    4. 

(c)   Ezek.  viii.  3,  (r/)     2  Tim.  iii.   5*- 

t  Cor.  ir,   j\ 
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vever,  all  the  Gods  that  have  not  made  the  heavens  and 
the  earthy  even  they  fliall  ferijb  from  the  earth,  and  from 
under  the  heavens  (a).  That  preacher  who  advances 
any  doctrine  contrary  to  the  plain  feriptures,  difannuls 
his  Maker  s  counfel,  attempts  to  bring  his  Maker  a 
pupil  to  his  feet,  and  is  endeavouring  to  teach  God 
knowledge  (b). 

To  leffen  any  command  of  the  law,  or  mitigate 
the  feverity  of  the  threatening,  is  an  affront  offered 
to  vindictive  jufiice,  and  blunts  the  keen  edge  of 
her  glittering  fivord  (7).  To  teach  men  that  do&rine 
of  final  apoflacy  from  the  reigning  grace  of  God,  when 
a  man  is  made  a  happy  partaker  thereof,  is  a  moft 
cruel  reflection  call  on   the  ft  ability,  faithfulnefs,  and 

';  cf  God,  and  is  in  effect  giving  him  the  lie  in 
his  promife,  and  declaring  him  perjured  in  his  oath(d)9 
And  that  man  who  declares  our  {landing  in  God's 
favour  to  confift  in  our  being  faithful  to  grace  re- 
ceivedy  or  improving  our  natural  talent,  and  that  Re- 
demption is  fure  to  all  who  perform  thefe  conditions^ 
whether  jlieep  or  goats,  plainly   contradicts   the  Sa- 

r,  who  fays,  7  lay  down  my  life  for  the  Jlieep,  and 
gives  his  dying  teftimony  the  lie;  when  with  bis 
breath  he  laid  it  is  -finj/hi 

IVonder,  0  heavens,  and  fi  and  qfioni 
Here  is  an  infernal  mafk  called  Universal  Charity 

.h  paffes  current  with  thouiands  f<  ing  cf 
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Gov's  eternal  Spirit,  though  God's  woe  is  unto  him 
that  wears  it  (a).  Blafphemy  is  uttered  againftGoD, 
his  temple  on  earth,  and  all  the  ele&  in  heaven  (b),  and 
worms  are  eftablifhing  themfelves  on  the  difhonoured, 
abufed,  and  trampled  perfe&ions  of  the  ever  blessed 
Deity,  while  lies,  and  doctrines  of  devils  pafs  for  an 
cverlafiing  gofpel.  The  fovereignty  of  God  is  trodden 
in  the  duft,  and  free  agency  is  eftablifhed  thereon. 
^he  omnipotence  of "God,  and  his  eternal  fore -knowledge 
of  the  eleff,  is  trampled  upon,  and  man's  wifdom  and 
power  to  improve  his  talent  is  eftablifhed  thereon. 
The  omnipotent  arm  of  the  Almighty,  which  leads 
a  finner  out  of  the  world  (c),  keeps  him  on  in  God's 
way,  and  is  promifed  to  bring  him  fafely  through ,  and 
not  to  fuffer  him  to  be  cajl  doivn,  (that  is  to  hell)  even 
though  he  fall  (d);  is  cried  down  by  a  public  bell- 
man ;  and  the  excellency  of  human  power  to  Hand, 
or  finally  fall  away,  is  eftablifhed  thereupon.  The 
faithfuhefs  and  truth  of  God  in  his  oath  and  promifes, 
made  fure  to  Christ  and  all  his  feed  (e),  are  trampled 
down  in  the  ftreets,  and  final  apoftacy  from  life  and 
everlafiing  love  is  eftablifhed  thereon.  The  perfedt 
obedience  of  Christ,  who  thought  it  no  robbery  to  be 
equal  with  God,  yet  took  on  him  the  form  of  a  fervant9 
and  became  obedient  to  magnify  the  law  which  we  had  broken, 
and  whofe  obedience  alone  is  tojuftfy  many  (f),  called 
of  Gop  an  everlafiing  Righteoufnefs,  which  is  unto  ally 

(a)  Ifaiah  xxx.    I.  (b)   Rev.  xiii.   6. 

(c)  Ifaiah  xlii.   16,  (</)  Pfalm  xxxvii.  24, 

(e)  Ifaiah  lix.  21,  (f)  Ifaiah  liii.   11. 

and 


and  upon  all  that  believe  (a),  is  called  imputed  nonfenfc  ; 
and  phariiaical  right  eoufnefs,  which  lets  a  firmer  far- 
ther from  heaven  than  publicans  and  harlots ,  is  efta- 
blifhed  on  the  ruins  thereof  (by. 

The  eternal  power  of  God,  who  has  promifed  to 
make  his  chofen  people  willing  in  his  own  appointed 
day(c),  is  rejected,  and  felf-zvill,  which  jftaks  evil  of 
dignities,  is  eftublifhed  thereon  (d).  The  blefled 
Holy  one  of '  Ifrael,  who  alone  is  holy,  and  whofe  prero- 
gative it  is  to  fanElify  all  the  ekft  t  e),  has  got  many  co- 
partners, and  Jifdefs  perfection  is  fet  up  in  trade  againft 
infinite  purity. 

The  chofen  veffds  of  mercy  are  in  public  print  called 
children  of  the  hellifh  monfter,  while  numbers  in  hell 
are  contended  for.  Preaching  particular  redemption  is 
called  *  liftening  to  the  Devil,9  and  obeying  his  voice ; 
but  contending  for  traitors,  apoflates  and  rebels,  is 
called  Charity.  But  how  the  tverlafiin?  Father  will 
approve  of  his  own  children  being  condemned,  difin- 
herited,  and  excommunicated,  and  fathered  on  the 
Devil,  and  baftards  brought  in  their  room,  I  know 
not ;  but  we  believe  as  the  Father  of  the  faithful  could 
not  prevail  to  keep  his  baftard  in  the  houfe  with 
Ifaac,  we  have  no  room  to  fufpedfc  a  Pope  will  be 
able  to  bring  Judas  in,  whom  the  Saviour  fo  long 
ago  delivered  up  to  the  Dli 

(a)    Rom.iii.  22.    Dan.  b:,  :^.  (£)   Matt.  xxi.  3L 

(c)    Piaimcx.   3.  (,/)    2  Peter  ii.    10, 

)  Epb.  v.  -5. 
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But  is  it  not  ftrange  that  the  infallibility  of  a  crea- 
ture, who  is  unfiable  as  water,  fiiould  be  fet  up  in 
man's  judgment  before  the  whole  counfel  of  God  ;  and 
that  a  perfon  who  contends  for  the  damned  in  hell, 
and  who  by  his  afts  fets  himfelf  above  all  that  is  called 
God,  or  worjhipped,  fhould  be  revered,  while  the^- 
vereignty,  the  election,  the  right  eoufnefs,  the  wifdomy 
goodnefs,  and  firengtb  of  God,  are  rejected  and  ab- 
horred. 

If  a  building  ofhay,flraw,  and  Jlubble,  confifting  of  no 
other  materials  than  traitors  in  rebellion  againft  God, 
carried  up  in  a  myftery  of  iniquity,  cemented  together 
with  a  fyftem  of  inconfifiencies,  eftablifhed  upon  the 
difhonoured  and  abufed  perfections  of  the  infinite 
Trinity,  growing  up  into  the  likenefs  of  an  unfiable 
worm,  boafting  of  infallibity  and  finlefs  perfection,  and 
defended  by  lies,  hypocrify\  deceit,  and  errors  repugnant 
to  all  the  truth  of  God's  revealed  will — I  fay,  if  fuch 
a  myitical  fabric  and  fabricator  do  not  fink  in  eter- 
nal ruins  together,  we  have  good  ground  to  hope 
that  whores,  rebels,  murderers,  thieves,  and  fodo- 
mites  will  fafely  attain  eternal  glory.  For  what  is 
murder,  perfecution,  thieving,  adultery,  and  fodo- 
my,  together  with  all  other  abominable  works  of  the 
flefh,  when  compared  to  the  above  myftery  of  fpiritual 
wickednefs  in  heavenly  things  ? 

But  all  this  is  done  in  Charity  to  fieih  and  blood, 
while  the  fouls  of  Pinners  are  perifhing  for  want  of  the 
true  knowledge  of  God.  This  is  called  love  to  fin- 
ners,  and  labouring  hard  to  propagate  errors  (though 

he 
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he  damns  fouls)  is  called  liberality.  Bat  God  fay?, 
"  tfie  vile  per f on  fliall  be  no  more  called  liberal,  nor  the 
I  [aid  to  be  bountiful ;  for  the  vile  perfon  will  /peak 
villany,  and  his  heart  will  work  iniquity  to  practice  hypo- 
crify,  and  to  titter  errors  againfl  the  Lord,  to  make  empty 
the  foul  of  the  hungry,  by  withholding  the  firong  meat 
from  them,  and  he  will  caufe  the  drink  of  the  thirjly  to 
fail  (a),  by  doing  defpite  to  the  Spirit  of  Grace" 

To  teach  fouls  to  deny  the  (lability  of  the  Cove- 
nant, is  fetting  them  to  rebel  againft  the  immuid 
of  God  in  his  counfel,  and  is  fapping  the  founds  , 
and  battering  the  bulzvarks  both  of  the  triiitnphant  and 
militant  church.  To  teach  finners  to  believe  an  im- 
perfect righteoufnefs  can  juftify  them,  is  to  over- 
throw the  law  ;  and  to  deny  an  imputed  right eou.. 
is  making  the  go/pel  a  fable. — I  am  not,  fays  Paul, 
q/Jsamed  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrijl,  for  therein  is  the  righteouf- 
nefs of  God  revealed  (b).  Whoever  that  man  is,  that 
commits  this  fpiritual  wickednefs  in  profound  igno- 
rance, is  a  novice,  and  ought  to  ftand  aloof  from  the 
miriftry;  and  he  that  doth  it  zvilfully,  hath  caft  eff 
the  reins  of  far,  runs  loofe  in  the  perilous  path  of 
prcfumption,  and  is  guilty  of  the  great  tranfgrejfion  (d). 

Universal  Charity,  I  perceive  thou  art  no 
friend  to  God,  and  upon  a  ftridt  trial  thou  wilt  ap- 
pear no  friend  to  man.  Out  of  pretended  charity  to 
fallen  nature,  thou  endeavoured  to  make  the  heft  of 
a   bad  matter,  left  thou  difcourage  fallen   mortals. 

(a)   Ifaiahxxxii.   56.  (I)   Rem.  i.    16, 

(.     Pfalm  xix.   12,  13, 

So 
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So  thou  telleft  them  they  are  not  without  fome  power, 
and  he  that  credits  this,  is  taught  to  reje&the  arm  of 
the  Lord,  and  flight  the  petition  of  the  Pfalmift, 
hold  thou  me  up,  and  IJI:all  be  fafe  (a). 

Teaching  man  to  deny  the  final  perfeverance  of  a 
faint  in  the  Jlrength  of  the  Lord,  becaufe  of  his  infir- 
mities, is  weakening  his  confidence  in  fujfuient  grace, 
and  long-fuffering  of  God.  This  dodtrine  is  an  enemy 
to  faith)  a  nurfe  to  unbelief,  and  a  handmaid  to  the 
Devil. 

To  tell  a  man  his  works  are  profitable  to,  or  can 
be  available  with  God,  is  disfiguring  the  beauty,  and 
leffening  the  value  of  fovereign  mercy.  Setting  fin- 
ners  to  boaft  of  power  to  make  themfclves  clean,  is 
fetting  them  to  rejedt  the  fountain  God  has  opened  for 
fin  and  uncleannefs  (b)  ;  and  to  tell  a  man  he  has  power 
to  come  to  Christ,  chufe  him,  and  lay  hold  of  him, 
is  teaching  him  to  give  the  Saviour  the  lie,  and  to 
rejedt  the  attra&ing  cord  of  everlajiing  love — None  ca7i 
come  to  me  except  the  Father  drazv  him. 

And  he  who  is  taught  to  boaft  of  free-will,  is 
taught  to  rejed:  the  day  of  God's  eternal  power  (c). 
He  who  is  taught  to  believe  he  is  perfect  in  the  flefh, 
makes  the  groaning  petitions  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and 
the  intercefjion  of  Jesus  Christ  of  none  effedt  to  him. 
That  man  that  denies  any  plain  truth,  rejects  the 
counfel of 'God  ;  and  he  that  appears  fo  infallible  as  to 
alter  it,  is  too  proud  to  fubmit  to  the  prophetic  office 

(a)  Pfalm  cxix.    117.  {h)    Zcch.  Alii.   1. 

Pfalmcx, 

of 
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6f  Christ;  and  he  who  will  not  allow  Christ  to 
chufe  or  refufe  whom  he  pleafes,  in  a  fenfe  juftifiea 
the  ancient  faying  of  rebels,  and  tells  Christ  he 
fhall  not  reirn  over  him.     He  who  makes  the  beft  of 

o 

man's  fall,  leflcns  the  benefit  of  the  Crofs,  and  he 
who  can  pay  one  mite  to  God,  rejedts  the  gofpel 
furety.  He  that  is  whole  needs  no  phyftcian,  and  he  that 
is  not  totally  loft,  is  never  like  to  be  fared.  All  thefe 
are  towering  imaginations,  that  exalt  themjehes  again/i 
the  knowledge  of 'God  ;  a  man  drunk  with  fuch  phan- 
toms, has  loft  his  fenfes,  and  he  that  dies  in  them  is 
in  a  fair  way  to  lofe  his  foul. 

If  this  is  the  human  fyftem  of  Arminian  grace,  and 
they  preach  final  apoftacy  from  this,  they  fpeak  the 
truth,  we  agree  with  them  ;  we  are  as  fure  that  a  b 
ing  of  hay,  fir  aw  ^  and  fiubble,  will  fuffer  lofs,  as  we  are 
that  the  building  of  mercy  fhall  reap  everlafting  g 
and  we  no  more  doubt  of  lies  being  eftablifhed  in 
Hell,  than  we  doubt  of  truth  being  fettled  in  Heaz 

Another  crime  committed  by  Universal  Cha- 
rity, is  her  counterfeiting  the  graces  of  God's  Spirit, 
but  I  fupoofe  thefe  labels  are  tied  to  the  mouth  of 
their  facks,  in  order  to  vend  the  tares  the  better. 

They  talk  wonderfully  about  faith,  but  finding 
them  deny  the  doctrine  of  eleftion,  and  fighting 
againft  it,  we  readily  conclude  theirs  is  not  the  j\. 
tf  God'*  tkB ;  and  as  their  faith  is  allowed  to  fail, 
we  know  it  is  not  the  faith  Christ  prayed  for  ;  be- 
caufe  f -me  honcftly  affirm  that  their  faith  makes 
them    children  of  God  .  but   they   may   be 

children 
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children  of  the  Devil  to-morrow.  We  know  this  is 
not  that  faith  which  leads  from  death  to  life,  becaufe 
fuch  believers  are  never  to  come  into  condemnation  ;  they 
have  ever  lofting  life.  The  faith  of  God's  ele&  fights  againft, 
and  overcomes  the  world;  but  Arminian  faith  fights  for 
the  world,  and  tries  to  overcome  the  righteous. 

If  they  talk  of  repentance,  they  are  fure  to-fet  the 
cart  before  the  horfe ;  repentance,  fuch  as  it  is, 
comes  firft,  and  faith  creeps  along  afterwards,  to 
help  this  poor  lame  dog  over  the  {tile  ;  and  when 
this  faith  has  done  its  office,  no  right  eoufnefs  is  im- 
puted to  it,  or  to  the  pofleflbr  of  it.  God  has  pro- 
mifed  an  everlafting  righleoufnefs  to  faith,  and  faith  is 
the  hand  to  put  that  robe  on — //  is  unto  all,  and  upon 
all  that  believe  ;  but  Arminian's  faith  is  not  a  hand, 
but  a  covering :  {o  man's  fancy  ftands  as  a  rival  to  the 
fpotlefs  obedience  of  Christ,  which  alone  makes 
righteous  (a). 

However  we  know  faith  in  the  juftice  of  God 
comes  firft,  fpiritual  convictions  next,  faith  in  an 
imputed  right  eoufnefs  is  felt  next ;  pardon  and  peace  ap- 
pears the  fruits,  or  effeSts  of  it ;  the  fandtifying  and 
comforting  influences  of  the  Holy  Ghost  fweetly 
operate  on  the  foul,  and  then  evangelical  repentance 
flows  in  to  bring  up  the  rear.  tf  I  will  take  you  from 
among  the  heathen,  and  gather  you  out  of  all  countries,  and 
will  bring  you  into  your  own  land.  Then  will  I  fprinkle 
(lean  water  upon  you,  andyefliall  be  clean  :  From  all  your 

(a)  Pvom.  v*    19. 
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fdthinefs,  and  from  all  your  idols  will  I  deanfe  you.     A 
new  heart  alfo  will  I  give  you,  and  a  new  fptrit  will  1 
put  within  you  :  And  I  will  take  aivay  the  /iony-  heart  out 
of  your  fiejlo,  and  will  give  you  an  heart  of  fiefo.     And  I 
will  put  my  fpirit  within  you,  and  caufe  you  to  walk  in  my 
Jlatutes,  and  ye  /ball  keep  my  judgments  and  do  them.    And 
ye  Jhall  dwell  in  the  land  that  I  gave  to  your  fathers  ;  and 
yefliall  be  my  people,  and  I  will  be  your  God.     I  will  alfo 
fave  you  from  all  your  uncleannejfes ;  and  I  will  call  for  the 
corn,  and  zvill  increafe  it,  and  lay  no  famine  upon  you. 
And  I  will  multiply  the  fruit  of  the  tree,  and  the  increafe  of 
the  field,  that  ye  jliall  receive  no  more  reproach  of  famine 
among  the  heathen"     And  now  comes  in  gofpel  repen- 
tance.    M  Then  JJoall  ye  remember  your  o:.  ways, 
and  your  doings  that  were  not  good,  and  Jliall  loath  your- 
J elves  in  your  own  fight,  for  your  iniquities  and  for  your 
abominations." — And  now  all  boafting  is  excluded. — 
"  Not  for  your  fakes  do  I  this,  faith  the  Lord  God  ;  be 
it  known  unto  you  :  be  ajhamed  and  confounded  for  your 
ways,  0  houfe  of  Ifrael  (a)" 

If  they  talk  of  patience,  it  is  only  patience  in  fiif- 
fering,  to  eftablijh  their  own  righteoujnefs ;  it  is  not  the 
patience  of 'Christ,  for  that  is  exercifed  under  fuffer- 
ing  for  the  fake  of  a  righteoujnefs  already  received.  No: 
to  get  one,  or  eftablifh  one  of  our  own,  but  to  hold 
fall  one  freely  given.     Patience  . ;  for 

the  truth  is  the  patience  of  Christ;  but  patience  to 
bear  up  under  juft  and  godly  rebuke,  for  perfevering 


(a)  Ezek.  xxxvi.   24,  2  ^  26,  27,  28,  29,    30,  31,  32. 
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in  the  work  of  error ,-  is  the  patience  of  Satan,  and  is 
exercifed  in  his  caufe. 

If  they  talk  of  love,  it  is  not  that  love  which  de- 
lights in  the  excellent  of  the  earth,  and  in  fuch  as  excel 
in  virtue ;  but  a  love  that  is  warm  only  for  rebels  and 
traitors,  but  hates  the  elefiofGov.  Surely  he  that 
hateth  his  brother,  becaufe  he  holds  the  truth  of  God's 
ek£Iiony  is  a  murderer ;  and  no  murderer  hath  any  part 
in  the  kingdom  of  God  and  of  Christ.  This  Uni- 
versal Charity  is  not  of  God,  but  of  the  world, 
becaufe  it  hates  the  e!e£,  and  loves  the  world ;  and  if 
the  elecl  were  of  the  world,  Universal  Charity 
would,  with  the  world,  love  her  own. 

If  one  pofleffed  of  Universal  Charity  men- 
tions, or  pretends  to  humility,  it  is  not  that  humility 
which  God  clothes  a  foul  with  ;  a  faint  in  true  humi- 
lity has  the  eye  of  faith  fixed  on  a  reconciled  God  in 
the  perfon  of  Christ  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  feels  the 
benefits  of  the  Oofs  flowing  in  on  the  heart,  and  the 
teftimony  of  Gob's  Spirit  witneffing ;  this  makes  it  re- 
joice with  a  joy  never  to  be  defcribed  by  mortals ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  reflecting  on  Mofes's  rigorous 
brow,  Sinai's  awful  ftorm,  Perdition's  yawning  jaws, 
IVratUs  invenomed  arrows,  and  Tophet's  cndlds  flame ; 
this  makes  a  foul  tremble,  though  under  a  fenfe  of 
pardon  figned  and  fealed.  Yea,  tremble  to  think 
and  fee  how  nigh  it  was  to  everlafting  burnings,  when 
mercy  helped  it  up  ;  this  is  rejoicing  with  trembling,  and 
a  man  always  does  this  work  in  a  robe  of  true  hu- 
mility. 

But 
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But  Armiriian  humility  is  quite  another  thing,  ie 
confifts  of  a  gloomy  cov.ntenar.ee,  and  a  deje&ed  look 
filled  with  difrnay ;  inwardly  fretting,  becaufe  Mofes 
will  not  accept  of  imperfecfl  obedience,  nor  leiTcn  the 
tale  of  bricks  which  they  are  making  to  build  their  mys- 
tical Babel;  in  which  they  fhall  have  no  better  fuc- 
cefs  than  their  ancient  brethren  had,  who  became  a 
butt  for  laughter,  and  fo  fhall  tbefe ;  all  that  be 
themjliall  begin  to  mock,  faying,  tfcje  men  began  to  build, 
but  had  not  ivherezvith  tofinijh  (a). 

Such  feigned  humiiiiy  was  found  in  A:ab,  when  the 
artillery  of  heaven  rattled  in  his  ears  for  flealing  his 
neighbour's  vineyard ;  and  fuch  humility  is  a  maik  put 
on  to  deceive  the  fouls  of  the  fimple,  who  think  a  fallen 
countenance,  a  gloomy  vifage,  afie&ed  Jpeech,  a  plain 
fuit  of  apparel,  and  zvords  fmoother  than  oil,  (though 
at  zvar  with  Gor>  in  the  heart)  is  the  humble  garb  of 
a  redeemed  Jheep,  when  at  the  fame  time  all  their  grief 
is,  becaufe  their  felf -righteous  fpirits  cannot  make  the 
Almighty  ftoop  to  allow  of  their  boafling.  This  is 
the  fooliflmefs  of  him  who  pervert  eth  his  z'cay,  and  ivhofe 
heart  fretteth  agaivft  the  Lord  (£)• 

A  rebellious  fpirit,  at  war  with  God's  decrees, 
under  a  fenfe  of  the  venom  of  guilt ,  and  the  wrath  of 
God  revealed  and  felt  in  the  a  ,  is  the  root 

that  produces  all  this  feigned  ■■.     But  the  hu- 

mility of  a  faint,  who  is  under  the  influence  of  t . 
la/ting  lave,  is  filled  mihfelf-lc  and  (lands  a 
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nifhed  at  the  lot  of  eternal  ele<ftion  falling  into  his 
lap  {a).  This  humility  makes  the  face  to  Jloine,  fills 
the  heart  with  conflation,  as  a  bottle  that  has  no  vent(b), 
while  the  fecret  fame  of  everlafing  love  makes  the  foul 
melt  like  wax,  till  the  fecond  Adarrts  image  appears  in 
all  his  features  on  fuch  an  happy  foul;  and  all  his 
words  come  forth  feafoned  with  grace,  and  drop  like  dew , 
while  he  afcribes  Right eoufnefs  to  his  Maker. 

A  true  virgin  foul  carries  the  law  of  kindnefs  on  her 
tongue,  but  cajls  not  her  pearls  before  jwine ;  loves 
the  Saviour  with  all  her  ajfetfions,  but  fhews  no  pity 
to  Devils,  nor  contends  with  her  Royal  Head  in  the 
behalf  of  traitors;  and  leaves  the  potfherds  to f rive 
with  the  potf:erds  of  the  earth,  but  efcapes  the  woe  due 
to  them  who  ft  rive  with  their  Maker  (?). 

The  hope  of  Annmianifm  feems  to  me  to  differ 
much  from  the  hope  of  the  gofpel,  becaufe  it  allows 
that  Christ  died  for  all  men.  But  Christ  declares 
the  gates  that  lead  to  dftruuiion  receive  the  greateft 
number  ofthem(d).  If  this  be  true,  fome  are  in  Hell 
for  whom  Christ  died  ;  in  which  cafe  there  muft 
have  been  a  deficiency  in  the  price,  the  Surety  paid, 
or  elfe  it  refledls  on  his  wifdom,  and  fuppofes  him 
outwitted  by  the  ferpent,  who,  through  his  fubtkty, 
has  got  legions  in  his  pofleffion,  which  was  the  Savi- 
curs  oivn  by  pur  chafe.  It  does  not  reflect  on  his  wif 
dom  only,  but  on  his  power  alfo,  who  could  not  hold 


(a)   Prov.  xvi.  33. 
(4)   Ifabhxlv.  9, 


(£)  Job.  xxxii.   19. 
(a)  Matt.  vii.  13, 
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them  committed  to  him  ;  becaufe  the  gates  of  Hell  haver 
prevailed,  and  many  are  plucked  out  of  his  hand  (a). 

It  feems  likewife  to  reflect  cruelly  on  the  Juftice  of 
God,  who  drew  his  fword,  and  fheathed  it  in  the 
great  Shepherd  (b)  ;  and  fpared  him  net  in  the  lea  ft,  or 
abated  one  mite  of  the  debt  (c).  And  it  is  plain 
Juftice  promifed  by  the  blood  of  his  covenant,  to  fend 
forth  the  prif oners  out  of  the  pit,  in  which  was  no  water  (dj; 
and  further,  to  be  faithful  and  juft  to  forgive  us  our 
fins,  and  to  clean  fe  us  from  all  unrighteoufnefs  (e). 

If  Arminian  hope  is  fixed  on  a  furety,  which  I 
not,  or  cannot  pay  the  debt ;  or,  if  it  is  fixed  on  a 
mutable  Saviour,  and  has  no  laws  to  encourage  it,  but 
fuch  as  demand  a  debt  twice,  firft  of  the  furety,  and 
then  of  the  debtor  ;  firft  fend  them  out  of  the  prifon 
of  fin  on  the  furety 's  account,  or,  in  their  own  words, 
make  them  fons  of  God  by  grace  to-day,  and,  after 
all  this,  let  them  fall  away,  and  lock  them  up  in  Hell 
to  all  eternity,  until  they  can  pay  the  utmoft  mite  of 
what  was  paid  long  ago  ;  what  eftablifhment  is  here 
for  hope  ?  I  anfwer,  a  hope  founded  on  fuch  doc- 
trines, is  juft  as  ftable  as  a  feather  in  a  whirlwind. 

However,  we  have  many  who  are  hardened  enough, 
through  the  deceitfulnefs  cf  Jin*  to  advance  fuch  lies  in 
the  name  cf  the  Lord,  and  father  them  upon  him  ; 
and  it  is  enough  to  make  the  fiefh  of  thofe,  who  en- 
tertain any  thoughts  worthy  of  God,  to  tremble  ;  and 

(a)   John  x.    28.  (o)   Zech.  xiii.   7. 

(c)  Rom. viii.  32.  (J)  Zech.  ix.  11, 

1  John  i.  9, 
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tfcofe  who  keep  filent  at  the  report  of  fuch  "indignity 
offered  to  God,  ought  to  be  rebuked  by  every  ftone 
in  the  ftreets.  But  what  has  this  hope,  which 
is  founded  on  faljehood,  to  do  with  the  hope  of 
the  GrfpclP  I  anfwer,  juft  as  much  as  the  throne 
of  iniquity  has  to  do  with  a  throne  of  grace. 

However,  the  Arminians  honcftly  own  their  hope 
may  be  loft  ;  and  we  verily  believe  it  to  be  as  they 
fay,  that  a  man  may  be  a  perfedt  man  in  this 
falfe-hope  ftate  to-day,  and  be  in  Hell  to-morrow. 
But  the  hope  of  the  go/pel  is  quite  another  thing ; 
Christ  crucified  is  ih& only  hope  fet  before  us,  and  he 
who  takes  refuge  in  him,  doth  not  tumble  into  Hell, 
but  is  faid  to  fly  from  the  wrath  to  come,  (mark,  to  fly 
from  it)  not  into  it  :  he  who  hopes  in  Christ  is  not 
to  be  difappoirrted  of  his  hope.  But  the  hope  of  j\r- 
minianifm  has  (it  is  to  be  feared)  difappointed  many ; 
and  no  wonder,  when  it  is  founded  on  a  conditional 
prcmife,  a  withered  arm  of  impotent  free-will,  in  co- 
partnerfhip  with  a  weak  and  mutable  faviour. 

But  the  hope  of  a  Chriftian  is  an  anchor  which  is 
caft  into  the  immutable  and  unchangeable  God- 
head,  and  its  fiooks  take  hold  within  the  rail  of 
Christ^  flefli,  and  is  fure  and  fiedfaft  to  every  chofen 
veffel  of  mercy  (a).  The  Lord  is  the  hope  of  his  people, 
and  the  Jirength  of  the  children  of  Ifrael ;  and  if  an  If 
raelite  indeed  lofeth  his  hope,  or  fails  of  the  grace  of 
God,  and  the  glory  which  grace  is  am  arneft  of,  and  be 


(a)  Heb.  vi.   19, 

caft 
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Lord  himfelf  mud  fail.     However 
he  n  in  him  as  yet  (a), 

and   it  is  time   enough  to  cry  out  againft  him  when 
we  find  he  ! 

Though  David  fays,  doth  bis  prdmife  fail  for  ever- 
,  and  bath  the  Lord  forgotten  to  ious;    yet 

he  is  hone'ft  enough  to  own.  ft?)  ; 

and  ftifely  that  man  is  a  bl: .  ,  who  cannot  dif- 

tinguifh  between  the  infirmities  of  the  flefh,  and  the 
glorious  and  everlafting  gofpel  of  the  Sox  of  G 

If  we  examine  the  peace  maintained  by  Universal 
Lovers,  we  foon  fhall  fee  it  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  gofpel.  The  peace  which  the  gofpel  proclaims  is 
a  reconciliation  between  God  and  /inner sy  which  peace 
was  made  by  Christ  our  mediator,  by  the  bloc 
croft  (c)-;  therefore  be  is  our  peace,  God  pre-ordained 
him  fo  to  be  (d).  Christ  paid  our  debt  of  obedi- 
ence to  the  law,  removed  its  curfe,  and  took  it  out  of 
the  way  of  every  believer ;  and  by  his  death  he  paid  our 
debt  of  fuffering  to  juftice,  which  had  long  fince  de- 
clared,  ;  it  Jliall  i 

Having  thus  by  his  obedient  life  m  the  law, 

and  by  his  death  paid  our  debt  of  fuffering  to  juf- 
tice,  a  throne  of  grace  is  eftablifhed  on  juftice  fatisfied, 
truth  cleared,  and  judgment  fully  executed. 

tation  of  his  thro?:\   . 
:  before  his  face  ;  from  this  throne 

F,  and  to  i  :  are 

(a)  Jofh.  (b)  ]  ;:.  8,  q,   10. 

(c)   Col.  i.    20,  (it) 
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mghy  and  believers  fhall  be  bleffed  zvith  the  abundance 
of  peace  fo  long  as  the  moon  endure  th  :  and  it  muft  be  fo ; 
for  Christ  is  the  prince  of  peace,  and  to  us  it  is  pro- 
claimed freely — my  peace  1  give  unto  you,  net  as  the  world 
giveth  give  I  unto  you :  Thus  is  peace  for  ever  pro- 
claimed between  God  and  the  ele5l,  between  the 
eleEt  and  their  own  confeiences ;  yea,  between  the  eleSl 
and  the  beajis  of  the  field  fa) y  and  between  one  chef  en 
veffcl  and  another. 

And  when  by  faith  we  pleafe  God,  our  enemies  arc 
to  be  at  peace  zvith  us ;  that  is  to  fay,  God  awes  the 
hofts  of  perfecutors,  and  makes  them  lay  down  their 
rebel  arms,  and  keep  Jilence ;  while  poor  faints,  almoft 
wearied  out  with  the  long  fatigues  of  war,  may  renew 
their  Jlrengtk,  and  rally  their  forces  for  a  frefb 
attack. 

But  what  has  the  peace  of  Universal  Lovers  to 
do  with  this  peace  proclaimed  in  the  gofpel?  Surely 
nothing  at  all  :  thofe  who  contend  for  the  houfe  of 
Jhab  and  Jezebel,  have  nothing  to  do  with  this  peace. 
Our  anlwer  to  fuch  is,  what  hafi  thou  to  do  zvith  peace  ? 
get  thee  behind  us ;  %ve  are  at  war  zvith  Ahab  and  his 
bloody  houfe,  becaufe  the  zvitchcrafts  of  Jezebel  arefo  many. 
But  thefe  Universal  Lovers  call  the  decrees  of  God 
horrible,  a  language  that  favours  of  fuch  rebellion,  as 
no  man  dare  offer  to  an  earthly  prince ;  and  maintain 
•an  impious  war  with  the  fovereign  Lord  of  heaven, 
rebelling  againft  his  laws,  and  fighting  againfl:  all  the 
loyal  fubjecls  of  grace,  (who  are  humbled  to  bow  to 

(a)  Job  v.  23, 
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his  fovereign  will)  and  making  reconciliation  between 
the  church  and  Jeztbel. 

This  is  making  peace  where  God  has  declared  zvar; 
I  will  put  enmity  between  the  church  and  the  ferpent9  be- 
tiveen  Chrft,  the  woman's  feed,  and  the  ferpent's  feed ; 
and  thefe  are  to  bru'tfe  each  other;  and  furely Christ 
never  came  to  contradift  his  Father's  will,  but  to  de* 
light  in  it>  and  do  it.  I  am  not  come  to  fend  peace  on 
earth,  but  afzvord  and  a  fire,  and  what  will  J,  if  it  be  air 
ready  kindled  ?  From  henceforth  there  Jliall  be  five  in  one 
houfe  divided,  three  Universal  Lovers  againfl  two 
lovers  of  God  ;  and  the  nigher  they  are  in  the  bonds 
of  nature,  the  hotter  fhal!  be  their  war ;  a  nun's  foes 
fliall  be  tbofe  of  his  own  houfe. 

However,  we  muft  leave  thefe  Univerfal  Lovers 
to  fhift  for  themfelves,  for  they  neither  fight  for 
God,  for  his  laws,  nor  yet  for  the  church  of  England. 
If  they  fought  for  God,  they  would  not  fight  againfl 
us,  and  help  the  ungodly.  "  And  Jebofbaphat  the  king 
cf  Judah  returned  to  his  houfe  in  peace  to  Jerufalem,  and 
Jehu  the  Jon  of  Hanarti  the  t  to  meet  him,  and 

fuel  to  king  Jehofhaphaty  J  \   the  ungt 

and  lev:  them  tl  1?    Ther^ 

upon  thee  from  before  the  Lord.     Xezrrthelefs  there  are 
good  things/  thee  fa)  ;"  and   it   was  well   for 

him  that  God's  decrees  were  found  in  him. 

bus  it  appears  that  Universal  Charjtt  fights 
pot  for  God,  but  helps   the  ungodly ;  nor  doth  it 

(a)    2  Chron.  :.::•:.    K.  2,  5. 

F   3  fight 
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fight  for  God's  laws  ;  a  man  who  is  up  in  arms 
againft  his  Maker's  decrees,  and  contending  for  apof- 
tates  now  in  hell,  can  never  be  faid  to  love  God  with 
all  his  heart,  with  all  his  fail,  with  all  Jits  mind,  and 
with  all  his  firength  ;  nor  can  he  be  faid  to  hate  Father 
,  wife  and  children,  and  his  ozvn  life  for 
Christ'j  fake ;  and  if  he  cannot,  he  is  not  worthy  of  him* 

Universal  Charity,  nothwithdanding  all  its 
pretenfions  of  love,  is  no  friend  to  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, or  to  them  that  are  in  it ;  for  it  teaches  them  to 
deny  her  do&rines,  and  yet  cleave  to  her  walls ;  it 
cuts  off  her  breajls  of  conflation,  and  then  tells  us  to 
ftick  to  her  carcafs ;  furely  this  is  a  llrange  way  of 
Ihewing  charity.  The  church  of  England  tells  me  in 
her  catechifm,  that  I  am  wholly  unable  to  come  to 
Christ,  though  he  commands  me,  or  to  love  God, 
though  I  am  bidden,  or  to  ferve  him,  though  it  is 
for  my  life.     u  My  good  child,  h:  H  thou  art 

not  able  io  do  thefe  things  ofthyfelf,  nor  to  walk  in  the  com- 
mandmenis  of '.God,  and  to  ferve  him,  without  his  fpecial 
grace,  which  thou  muft  learn  at  all  times  to  call  for  by  dili- 
gent prayer  ."  Univerfal  Charity  contradidis  this,  and 
fays  Christ's  calling  me  implies  I  have  a  power  to 
come,  or  elfe  Christ  mocks  me  with  a  fruitlefs  call. 

However,     the  fpoufe  could   reconcile  Christ's* 
call,  and  her  own  weaknefs  very  well  together.    Arlfe 
my  fair  one  and  come  away,  fays  Christ, — Bravo  me,  and 
■sill  run  after  thee,  fays  the  fpoufe;  ihe  turns  his  com- 
mand into  a  petition,  and  obtains  an  anfwer. 

Uni- 
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,  and  to  boaft  of  per- 
fect! irns  me  never  to  for- 
fake  the  chu  But  is  this  charity  to 
fend  me  wrapped  up  in  my  own  righteoufnefs,  and 
boafting  of  my  own  perfection  to  the  Lord's  table 
in  the  church  of  .  if  I  go  there  in 
this  manner,  I  fhall  c  rry  lies  in  m  :h;  for  it 
teaches  us  to  fay,  "  JYc  do  not  pre  fume  h 
thy  table,  O  merciful  Lord,  trufting  in  our  oi  teouf 
fiefs,  but  in  t 

worthy  fo  muc  tabk% 

&c."       Strange    language    this,    for  a  perfect    man 
taught  to  defpife  his j  .  foull 

.   the  Lord's  table, 
join  the  i  :  ;  becaufe  it  forb'd;  iblers 

God."     No  man,   perfect  in  himfelf,    has   any 
right   there,  but  fuch  as  "  a 

ami  the  our  den  of  tbem  intolerable"     He  that  is  tan 
to  deny  election.,  is  inftrudted  to  deny  the  church  ca- 
techifm,  which  teaches, 

God." 
♦    How  can  a  man  j  i  the  church 

choi.  when   fa 
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fier  of  the  ungodly,  is  only  worfcipping  him  in  vain  ?  If 
a  man  is  taught  by  Univerfal  Charity  to  deny  and  de- 
teft  the  douirines  of  God,  and  then  fent  to  tread  God's 
courts  in  falfehood,  and  compqfs  bis  Maker  about  with 
lies,  to  cloak  his  manifold  fins  with  finlefs  perfection, 
and  thus  to  dffemble  them  before  the  face  of  Almighty 
God  our  heavenly  Father,  goes  the  only  way  to  rufh 
into  the  gnat  eft  damnation,  which  they  are  threatened 
with  who  are  hypocritical  mockers  in  worfkip.  If  the 
fubjedts  of  Univerfal  Charity  have  any  better  dodtrine 
than  this,  let  them  now  declare  it,  or  for  ever  hold  their 
peace. 

If  we  compare  this  Univerfal  Charity  with  the 
copy  Paul  gives  us  of  the  love  of  God,  we  Ihali  find 
it  as  contrary  to  that,  as  its  dodtrines  are  to  the  efta- 
blifhed  church.  Paul  gives  us  a  true  portrait  of  di- 
vine Charity,  or  love,  in  i  Cor.  xiii.  i.  cc  Though  I 
fpeak  zvith  the  tongue  of  men  and  of  Angels,"  though  I 
(peak  with  ail  the  eloquence  which  the  wifdom  of 
this  world  teacheth  ;  and  though  I  talk  of  holinefs 
and  finlefs  perfection  as  much  as  an  cleft  Angel  could 
do,  yet  if  "  I  have  not  charity ," — if  I  am  not  a  happy 
partaker  of  the  electing  and  everlafting  love  of  God. 
and  am  not  brought  to  love  God  above  Self,  and  to 
love  God's  ehofen  veffels  above  all  ipoftates  and 
traitors,  I  am  nothing  but  (bafe  metal;  "  founding 
hrafsy  or  a  noiiy  inftrument  about  charity,  compared 
to  a  6C  tinkling  cymbal." — "  /hid  though  I  have  the  gift 
of  Arminian  prophecy  f  as  Mr.  Bell  had,  and  could  tell 
when  London  would  be  defiroyed  by  an  earthquake., 

,  fo 
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fo  that  I  could  drive  thoufands  into  Hyde-Park  to 
rfcape  it;  u  And  though  I under/land all  myfieries. 
have  all  knowledge"  fo  that  I  could  contradidl  Mr. 
Joplady,  Mr.  Hervey,  Mr.  Whirefield,  old  John 
Calvin,  the  Prophets,  Apoftles,  and  even  Christ 
himfelf  (as  was  before  hinted)  as  fomc  in  our 
days  do,  yet  lam  nothing. 

"  Aid  though  I  have  all  faith ,  fo  that  I  could  rem 
tains  of  guilt  "  and  indwtlling Jin  afo  j  and  de- 
clare a  fallen  wretch  as  perfedl  in  the  flefh,  as  God 
is  perfect ;  yet  if  I  have  not  the  dtlcriminating  love 
of  God  in  my  heart,  "  I  am  nothing;'  nothing  but  a 
deluded    finner  in    rebellion   againft   God.      "   And 
all  my  goods  to  feed  the  poor  "  in  order   to 
make   up    my    own  righteoufnefs,  and  bring  in  my 
Maker  debtor  ;  and  "  though   I  give  my   body  to  be 
burned,"  or  fhew  fuch  charity  for  finners,  as  to  wiih 
"  my  part  taken  cut  of  a  Saviour's  blood,  utile fs  it  fir  earned 
for  all  the  race"  yet  all  this  fhew  of  flefhly  affections 
which  exalt  me  fo  high  in   the  efteem  of  finners, 
cc  without  the  love  of  God  in  my  heart,  profile th  me 
thing"     "  Charity  fiufereih   long"    and    cnd\: 
things    for  the  elect's  fake  (a),  cc  and  is  kind"  e 
pecially  to  the  houfhold  of  faith  (£),  in  feeding  them 
with  true  knowledge  and  underflanding  (Y). 

u  Charity  envieih   not" — envieth  no   man  for    his 
faithfulnefs  in  declaring  the  whole  counfel  of  God 

(a)    2  Tim.  ii.    10.  (i)    I  10. 

UJ  16. 

or 
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or  his  being  "  valiant  for  truth  (a)*  "  Charity 
v.aunteih  not  it/elf — vaunts  no:  about  improving  a 
natural  talent,  being  faithful  to  grace  received,  or 
deipifing  an  imputed  Righteoufnefs,  in  order  to  affift 
net  in  eftablifhiog  his  own  web,  on  the  ruins  of 
his  Saviour's  obedience.  "  Is  not  puffedup"  with  a 
vain  notion  of  free  agency,  nor  with  a  vain  conceit 
of  flefhly  perfection,  nor  of  infallibility,  but  fays,  he 
that  thinkeih  that  he  knoweth  any  thing,  knoweth 
nothing  yet,  as  he  ought  to  know.  "  Doth  not  behave 
i  crying  down  every  preacher's  repu- 
tation, nor  teaches  any  to  deny  the  dodhines  of  the* 
Bible.  "  Seeketh  not  her  oivn  glory  "  (nor  teaches  any 
;••:  vainvijions  out  of  their  own  hearts)  but  the 
ry  of  him  who  lent  her;  nor  allows  men  to  efta- 
biiih  themfelves  in  the  judgment  and  affedtions  of 
linners  abpye  Chkist  and  his  truth.  "  Is  not  eafily 
-provoked"  under  juft  reproof  when  given  ;  u  thinketh 
no  evil"  of  them  who  preach  eternal  election,  and 
contend  for  the  {lability  of  God's  everlqfiing  covenant, 
and  the  glorious  privileges  of  it. 

"  Charity  rejoice! h  not  in  iniquity" — Rejoiceth  not  be- 
caufe  errors  are  abundantly  propagated,  and  advocates 
for  them  are  increased ;  fhews  no  joy  at  the  world's 
wondering  after  the  beaft ;  takes  no  delight  in  parties 
made  and  armed  with  rebellion  againfi  God,  "  but 
rejoiceth  in  the  truth  "  Rejoiceth  when  eternal  elec- 
tion is  revealed  to  a  poor  (inner,  and  makes  his  foul 

(a)  Jer.  ix.    3. 


ritten  in  beaven(a)"  and  f 

him  his  :  -V-     Re- 

*th  in  the  enjoyment  of  an  imputed  Righreouf- 

nefs,  which  fills  the  fid  with  joy  and  peact  faith 

of  it  (c)  ;  rejoices  in  the  truth  of  a  faint's  perfevering, 

and  maT:es  him  go  on  his  \  :ingi  and  praifing 

fid  lips  (d>;  gives  the  faint  a  full  perfua- 

of  his  fafe  arrival  in 

ret::  joy  upon  bis  head(e). 

u  Ch  all  things." — Beareth  all  oppofitions, 

temptations,  and  reproaches  from  falfe  dodlors, 

:hc  arrows  (hot  from  their  bows,  rather  than  give 
up  one  grain  of  God's  truth  to  their  fancy.     "  Be- 

God  to  an  account 

about  his  decrees,  nor  tcacheth  men  Jo  to  do ; — never 

arraigns  Gqd  at  the  bar  oi  carnal  re afon,  nor  allows  it 

to  be  done  ;  but  believeth  all  things  {errors  excepted) ; 

crediteth  the  doctrines  of  eleciicn,  and  its  oppofite  re- 

x  ;  believes  the  elect  Jlwll  all  attain  to  the  righte- 

ithout  the  lazu  ff),  and  that  ail  the  reft 

ity  though  they  feek  it  by  the  works  t 

lazu  (g).     Relieves  all  the  tlectjhall  be  taught  cf  God, 

and  the  reft  (hall  be  ez\  ng3  but  ble  to 

come  tot 

i  all  who  in  the  Lamb's  book 

jcd(i)i  yea,  all  that  are  found  u 

20.  .  19. 

(</)  Pfidm  xlv.   1.5, 

:o.  n.  ix.   50. 
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among  than,  who  are  cr darned  to  eternal  life,  and  en* 
rolled  in  the  heavenly  Jerufalem  (a),  and  that  they  fhal* 
bear  the  names  of  called,  chofen,  and  faithful,  even  in 
heaven  (b),  and  believes  all  who  are  not  thus  written 
in  heaven,  JI:allbc  cafi  into  the  lake  (c).  In  Ihort,  di- 
vine charity  believes  every  truth  in  the  book  of  God, 
but  knows  nothing  of  the  new-manufadtured  doc- 
trines of  Popery,  Arminianism,  and  Mahome- 
tanism,  or  any  other  lies  fpeken  in  hypocr/jy,  but  calls 
them  the  doffrines  of  devils  (d)  :  And  never  doubts 
but  God  will  judge  the  world  in  Righteoujhefs,  and  the 
people  with  equity,  and  make  it  appear  as  clear  as  the  fun y 
and  his  juft  dealings  as  the  noon -day. 

Charity  never  lets  anUniverfal  Lover  to  teach  God 
knowledge,  or  as  a  counfellor  to  inftruEi  him  in  the  path  of 
judgment,  much  lefs  to  condemn  his  eternal  counfel,  that  a 
worm  may  Sppear  righteous.  "  Hopeth  all  things." — 
Hopeth  to  enjoy  all  the  bleffings  of  an  everlafting  co- 
venant, and  makes  the  foul  believe  he  fhall  never  be 
di [appointed  of  his  hope,  or  have  his  expectation  cut  off; 
but  leads  him  into  the  enjoyment  of  hope  to  come,  and 
makes  a  foul  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God  :  Yea, 
and  enables  him  in  the  ftrongeft  confidence  to  leave 
his  very  flefh  to  reft  in  hope. 

"  Charity  endurethall  things." — Endureth  all  things 
rather  than  part  with  any  truth,  or  her  portion  there- 
in ;  yea,  rather  than  caft  away  her  confidence  for  that 
hellilh  principle  of  falling  from  grace :  Yea,  will  cry, 

(a)   Ifaiahiv.   5.  (h)  Rev.  xvli.  14, 

(c)  Rev.  n-.  :.  .1  Tim.  vr.  1. 

and 
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pray  day  and  night,  as  all  the  elect  do  (a),  rather 
than  part  with  her  daily  dependance  on  God  by  frith 
and  prayer,  or  exchange  it  for  that  independent  (elf- 
exalting  and  flelh-eafing  dodrine  of  fnlefs  perfeftion. 

cl  {  h.n — Charity   is  a  divine  lov<* 

fixed  from  all  eternity  (£),  appears  and  draws  a  foul 
to  Christ  in  time  (c),  and  lhall  never  betaken  from 
him,    until  the  faitkfukefs  cf  an    *;  God 

can  fail  (d). 

Charity  never  faileth;  it  knows  nothing  of  final 
Mpoftacy  from  adopting  grace,  or  difinheriting  the  fub* 
jedts  of  it ;  never  dreams  of  God  being  perjured  in 
his  oath,  or  of  the  unalterable  promife  failing  Christ 
and  his  feed; — has  not  the  lead  idea  of  an  everlafting 
covenant  being  broken,  or  of  the  f:o7i;::js,  truth,  juftice, 
and  faitbfulnejs  of  God  appearing  an  everlafting  h 
to  his  eleft,  who  are  fecured  by  every  perfection  of 

,  and  with  ten  thoufand  times  ten  thoufand 
mijes  and  bleffings,  befides  a  whole  cloud  of  witru 

And  we,  in  the  name  of  the  eternal  and  invifible 
God,  defy  all  the  legions  of  devils  now  in  hell,  and 
all  the  reprobate  finners  of  mankind  now  with  them, 
together  with  all  th<  fid  Losers  on  earth,  ever 

to  point  out  the  perfon  who,  the  period  when,  or 
the  crime  for  which  <  le  foul,  chofen  of  God  in 

Christ  from  all  iter*  1  redeem  :  blood  of 

?  and  internally  called  and  f 
by  tkeViohx  Ghost,  ever  dropped  into  hell  as  an 

{a)   Luke  rviii,  (b)  .3. 

Of 
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of  wrath.     As  I  faid  before,  fo  I  fay  agaiti,  in  u 
with  all  my  brethen  in  the  faith,  we  defy  you  all  to 
fhew  us  out  of  any  of  the  infernal  annals  of  Beelzebub, 
that  any  one  fubjedfc  of  fpecial  grace  fell,  as  an  ever- 
lafting  fpoil  for  devils. 

We  believe  many  canonized  by  popes  have  dropped 
into  purgatory  for  ever,  and  they  do  not  altogether 
deny  it ;  and  we  believe  many  fools  who  have  boafted 
of  perfection,  have  gone  from  their  paradife.to  per- 
dition, agreeable  to  Christ's  word,  they  who  exalt 
themf elves  JI:all  be  abafed.  And  we  doubt  not  but  man| 
have  fallen  from  Arminian  grace,  and  that  Cain,  and 
others  inrolled  by  umverfd  lovers,  are  in  hell ;  but 
what  has  all  this  to  do  with  the  point  in  hand  ? — - 
Indeed  nothing.  Popifh  rules  and  God's  decrees 
are,  and  ever  will  be  two  different  things.  Gor> 
gives  heaven,  and  popes  cannot  fell  it.  Samfon 
triade  fport  enough  for  the  .Philiftines,  when  they 
prevailed  only  to  blind  him  ;  but  furely  a  fplriiual 
Nazarite  in  hell  would  make  much  more  fport  than 
Samfon. 

Talking  of  God's  love  being  fixed  on  all  the  race 
one  minute,  and  of  redeemed  fouls  being  in  hell  the 
next,  is  fuch  dreadful  charity,  as  can  come  from 
none  but  devils.  We  know  that  Arminian  prophe- 
cies have  failed,  and  that  tongues  boafting  of  perfec- 
tion have  ceafed,  and  that  a  pretended  infallibility 
hath  vanijhed  away  ;  but  fall  we  hold  that  faith,  hope, 
and  eharity  abideth  among  the  cleft;  and  that  the 
greateft  of  thefe  is  charity  ;  and  that  charity  never  faikth  ; 

and 
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if  it  be  riot  Jo  now,  U  make  me  a  liar,  and 

.:)  ? 

I  have  for  fom  watched  the  won- 

derful   cffcdts   of  this    ftrange  fort   of   c  ,  bun 

r  faw  it  produce  any  better  fruits  on  the  minds 
of  others,  than   it   did  on   my  foolifh  deluded  foul. 
A  man  and  his  wife  once  attended  my  miniftry  at 
n ;  the  man  was  apt  to  drink,  and  ufed 
to  perfecute  the  go/pel,  and  his  .3  of  a  very  vain 

of  mind  ;  however  they  bo:h  heard  me  for  fome 
■,  and  a  vifible  reformation  appeared  in  them ; 
but  focn  the  woman  fell  fick,  and  having  a  family 
of  feven  or  eight  children,  they  were  opprefled  with 
poverty,  and  at  that  time  I  was  almoft  in  the  \ 
icament.  But  there  was  an  Arminian  who  li 
in  the  place;  flie  vifited  this  poor  lick  woman,  and, 
in  order  to  get  her  e^r,  appeared  very  liberal.  Whe- 
ther Universal  Charity  allows  a  premium  to  be 
given  for  converts,   1    cannot  tell,  but  am  informed 

y  does ;  but  whether  the  pope  pays  them  in 

c  r  in  fuperjtition,  I  know  not.     However,  for  want  of 

ability   to  give  alms,   I  loft  my  convert ;  and  when 

man    appear  again>   &e  was 

eftablifhed    "    in  I    me 

Christ  died  for  me; 

tat  was   I :    Finding  her 

xgainft  God,  I  th  her 

alone.  However  fhe  tbout 

•  *S* 

Christ's 
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Christ's  dying  for  all.  I  fent  her  word,  I  feared  bd 
did  not  die  for  her.  The  anfwer  fhe  returned  is  too 
filthy  to  mention.     *       *       *     *      *     *       *     * 

*     *     * 

• 

What  divinity  this  Arminian  planted  in  the  poor 
woman's  judgment  I  know  not,  but  have  room  to 
fufpeel  her  "  communications  were  evil,  becaufe  they  cor- 
rupted good  manners"  However,  it  is  thofe  "  perfons 
who  awake  to  imputed  Righteoufnefs"  and  they  only,  of 
whom  it  may  with  propriety  be  faid,  thy  fin  not,  but 
/corners  have  not  the  knowledge  of  Gody  If  peak  this  to  their 
Jliarne.  The  woman  and  her  hufband's  name  is  Jor- 
don,  they  live  at  Thames-Ditton,  in  Surry. 

After  this  inftru<ftion,  I  very  feldom  faw  them  un- 
der my  miniftry  ;  and  it  was  beft  fo,  foF  thefe  rea- 
fons  :  thofe  who  can  prove  the  falvation  of  Cain,  (the 
devil's  offspring)  and  Judas,  the  fon  of  perdition,  are 
wife,  far  above  all  that  is  written  ;  and  who  can  teach 
them  ?  However  the  woman  goes  on  as  the  reft  of 
the  world  do;  and  as  for  the  hufband,  he  has  been 
reproved  for  being  often  drunk  in  the  ftreets  fince  they 
have  mounted  the  forners  chair.  And  with  refpeft 
to  the  zealous  Arminian,  fhe  was  indeed  a  univerfal 
lever  of  flefh  and  blood,  and  has  only  three  enemies ; 
the  firft  is  a  fovereign  God,  the  fecond,  his  fovereign 
grace,  and  the  third  is  a  myftical  body  of  obedient  fub- 
jefis  :  But  we  had  a  carnal  parfon  in  Thames-Ditton, 
who  was  feldom  fober  a  day  in  the  year,  yet  this 
tutorefs  could  hear  him  preach,  and  receive  the  fa- 

crament 
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crament  at  his  hands  with  pleafure,  and  no  marvel, 
for  the  world  loves  its  own. 

I  was  fome  time  ago  in  company  with  a  man  and 
his  wife  at  Sunbury,  in  Middlefex,  where  I  was  to 
preach  that  night.  This  man  and  his  wife  were  at 
the  fame  houfe  as  vifitors,  their  names  were  J — o — s ; 
they  came  from  London.  We  foon  entered  into 
converfation  about  religion,  when  I  perceived  his 
notes  to  be  quite  wild,  and  nothing  in  them  of  the 
heavenly  dove's  pleafing  melody  :  Upon  our  further 
difcourfe,  I  found  him  to  be  a  man  who  had  read 
much,  efpecialfy  the  works  of  heathens,  niyftics,  and 
univerfal  lovers. 

I  believe  he  had  been  for  many  years  in  legal  con- 
viclions,  and  his  greateft  troubles  had  been,  to  find 
out  what  would  become  of  heathens,  blacks,  and  in- 
fidels. I  gave  great  attention  to  him,  and  foon  dis- 
cerned he  had  been  a  pupil  at  the  infernal  foot  of 
Satan,  where  I  had  formerly  fat  to  my  forrow.  He 
appeared  a  man  of  good  abilities,  flrong  memory,  quick 
wit,  of  a  Jindious  turn  of  mind,  and  not  without  a 
/match  of  the  original  languages,  and  wonderfully 
verfed  in  fcholaftic  and  bombaftic  phrafes.  I  faid 
but  little  to  him,  finding  he  was  wifer  in  his  own 
eyes  than  [even  men  who  could  render  a  reafon. 

Howbeit,  at  dinner  he  began  again  ;  and  I  found 
he  had  happily  been  delivered  from  his  conviftions 
and  troubles  about  the  whole  race  of  mankind,  by 
this  doSrine,  namely,  that  all  who  entered  hell,  were 
to  be  purged  by  the  fire  of  wrath,  and  that  Christ 

G  j  id, 
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would,  (after  they  had  paid  juftlce  the  debt  of  fuffer- 
ing)  inflate  them  in  the  favour  of  God  ;  and  this  was 
the  doftrinc  that  had  delivered  his  foul,  and  he  was  at 
liberty  in  this  belief,  and  at  peace  in  his  own  con- 
fidence. 

Hearing  this,  and  finding  it  to  be  the  fame  out  of 
which  my  foul  had  been  marveloufly  delivered,  I  was 
fure  his  judgment  was  citablifhed  in  the  doSirines  of 
devils,  and  his  peace  was  nothing  but  a  benumbed 
confeisnee  ;  his  liberty  was  calling  off  all  convHrtions, 
fear  cf  God,  and  light  of  truth.  I  afked  him  if  he  had 
any  hope  of  a  goal-delivery  for  all  the  damned ;  he 
told  me  yes,  Christ  would  refore  all  things.  I  afk- 
cd  him  if  he  believed  the  devils  would  be  included  in 
this  univerfal  reprieve ;  and  he  told  me  yes,  as  fure  as 
I  was  alive,  I  told  him,  according  to  his  do&rine, 
the  unfathomable  and  impaflable  gulf  which  God 
hath  fixed  for  ever,  is  to  be  founded,  and  waded 
through  ;  the  never-dying  worm  is  to  expire,  eternal 
death  refign  his  ficeptre,  and  the  ever-aficending  fmoke  of 
finners  torments  to  find  a  period. 

To  which  he  anfwered,  the  word  never  muft  be 
limited.  I  told  him  if  it  would  bear  a  limitation  in 
behalf  of  the  damned,  it  would  alfo  againfl  the  eter- 
nal eftablifhment  of  the  redeemed ;  and  if  fo,  even  in 
heaven  we  fhould  ftand  in  jeopardy.  Of  all  mortals 
1  ever  heard  open  their  mouths,  I  never  heard  any 
one  fo  inftru&ed  in  perverting,  zvrejling,  turning,  and 
explaining  away  the  fenfe  of  fcriptures ;  and  in  con- 
tending with  him,  I  found  I  had  been  delivered 

from 
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from  many  of  thofe  temptations  in  anfwer  to  prayer* 
which  he  feemed  fo  confirmed  in  ;  I  therefore  was 
enabled  to  chafe  him  warmly  through  all  the  labyrinths, 
Jhades,  dens,  bogs,  mifts,  figs,  obfcure  Jiraits,  and  ambi- 
guous turnings,  in  this  wikiernefs  of  univerfal  charity, 
which  (as  Pharaoh  faid)  had  hemmed  him  in. 

I  told  him  if  he  lived  and  died  in  thofe  principles, 
he  would  be  damned,  if  either  God  or  his  word  were 
true.  He  told  me  not  to  judge,  nor  think  of  difput- 
ing  him  out  of  his  confidence.  I  told  him  I  had  no 
hope  of  that,  for  if  God ■  fent  a  firong  delujion  that  a 
man  fiould  believe  a  lie,  it  was  that  he  might  be  damned 
-for  not  believing  the  truth,  but  having  plea  fur  e  in  unrigh* 
leoufnefs  {a).  However  I  preached  before  him  than 
evening,  and  flopped  his  mouth ;  and  he  told  the 
people,  preach  where  I  might,  he  would  attend  my . 
jniniftry  ;  but  I  cannot  fay  I  have  any  hope  of  being 
madefo  ufeful  an  inftrument,  as  to  difentangle  one  lb 
embar  raffed  in  errors. 

It  would  be  endlefs  for  me  to  rehearfe  all  the  won- 
derful effedts  that  I  have  feen  of  this  Arminian 
Charity,  fincc  I  have  appeared  in  a  public  charac- 
ter; however,  to  rob  fouls  of  God's  truth,  and  efta- 
blifh  them  in  errors,  is  a  very  irihofpitable  aft,  whe- 
ther it  be  called  charity  or  malice.  I  confefs  my  very 
foul  has  been  grieved  within  me,  when  I  have  heard 
fuch  ftrange  phantoms  of  experience  as  fome  relate  ; 
fuch  as  feeing  of  ghofis,  fighting  with  devils,  which 

(a)   2  Thcf.  ii.    n;   \2. 

G  2  have 
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Have  appeared  in  viezv,  as  they  fay,  and  then  father- 
ing fuch  imaginations,  fancies,  and  doctrines  of  devils 
upon  the  ever  bleffed  Spirit  of  God.  Such  wickednefs 
is  great,  but  no  marvel,  for  God  fays,  when  the  finner's 
itching  ears  are  turned  from  the  truth,  thsyfliall  be  tamed 
unto  fables  (a). 

Some  time  ago  I  was  begging  money  for  the  little 
chapel  we  built  at  Sunhury,  in  Middlefex,  and  a  friend 
who  went  with  me,  advifed  me  to  call  at  a  china  Jliop 
near  Oxford- market ;  the  man  I  found  was  a  brother 
preacher,  only  he  was  of  the  Arminian  perfuafion.  He 
began  very  warmly,  and  told  me  he  ufed  to  hear  me 
with  pleafure,  but  now  I  did  nothing  but  rail  in  ths 
pulpit.  I  told  him  there  was  no  preaching  the  gofpet 
faithfully  without  railing  againft  the  devil.  He  told 
me  he  had  read  all  forts  of  opinions  about  religion^ 
and  he  coula  teach  me  better  than  I  knew. 

Perceiving  a  large  fhare  of  human  wifdom  in  him, 
I  afked  him  what  he  knew  of  the  Holy  Spirit's 
work,  what  doctrines  the  Spirit  had  taught  him,  how 
they  were  applied,  and  what  he  felt  under  his  opera- 
tions, when  liberty  was  proclaimed:  to  his  foul;  for 
where  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is>  'there  is  liberty  (£). 
Thefe  things  being  ftrange  to  him,  he  thought  proper 
to  wave  them,  and  get  upon*  another  fubjeff;  in  order 
to  which,  he  alked  me  what  the  foul  of  man  was.  I 
began  to  tell  him  what  the  word  of  God  faid  about 
it;  but  he  interrupted  me,  and  brought  matters  to  a 

(a)  2  Tim.  iv.  4-  (I)  2  Cor.  iii.  17. 

point 


C    95     ) 

point  at  once.5     He  told  me  the  foul  of  man  was  a\ 
thinking  being,  and  the  Spirit  cf  God  was  that  fpirit 
which  judged  favourably  of  all ;   and  real  religion  was  j 
to  think,  and  let  think. 

After  a  warm  converfation,  we  parted ;  and  I  be- 
gan to  confider  this  wonderful  religion,  and  the  fpirit 
of  ir,  and  thought,  if  free -thinking  would  carry  fouls 
to  heaven,  there  are  as  many  ways  thither,  as  there 
are  carnal  men  on  earth  ;  however,  the  Bible  foon 
fhewed  me  the  religion  of  free-thinkers.  The  Saviour 
c/ked  his  followers  and  others,  what  they  thought  of  Chr  i  st, 
and  they,  as  all  free-thinkers  do,  varied  much  in  their 
thoughts ;  fome  faid  he  was  John  the  Baptifx,  others 
thought  he  was  Elias,  others  one  of  the  old  prophets  I 
fome  thought  he  was  a  good  man,  and  fome  faid  nay ; 
fome  thought  he  was  a  deceiver,  and  fome  faid 
he  was  a  wine-bibber ;  others  that  he  was  an  enemy  to 
Cefar ;  others  faid  he  was  Beelzebub;  and  fome 
few  faid  he  was  the  Christ  of  God,  and  fo  it  is 
now. 

The  Arminians  think  he  is  a  changeable  being ; 
others  think  he  is  an  Angel  of  the  higheft  order ;  the 
Turk  thinks  he  is  a  footflool ;  the  Jew  thinks  he  is  an 
pupqftor;  the  Arian  thinks  he  is  a  creature,  and  the 
Deift  thinks  he  is  nothing.  However,  he  mufl  reign 
till  all  his  enemies  be  made  his  footflool,  and  he  zvho  made 

n  at  firfl,fJ:all  dafJj  them  in  pieces  like  a  potter's  veffel. 
Be  ftili  and  know  that  he  is  God,  he  will  be  exalted  on 
;  therefore  kifs  the  Son,  left  he  be  angry,  and  ye  pe- 
G  3 
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rifn  from  the  right  way,  which  you  certainly  will,  if  his 
wrath  be  kindled,  yea  but  a  little. 

But  what  has  free-thinking  to  do  with  the  religion 
of  Christ  ?  I  anfvver,  juft  as  much  as  the  pope  has 
with  the  keys  of  heaven,  and  no  more ;  for  God  knows 
the  thoughts  of  the  wife  that  they  are  vain  (a).  Therefore 
kt  the  unrighteous  man  forfake  his  thoughts  (b)  ;  and  if 
|he  does  not,  the  gofpel  has  done  nothing  for  him; 
;for  it  furniihes  a  Minifter  (not  with  the  feeble  wea- 
■  pens  of  purblind  reafon,)  but  with  the  gifts  and  graces 
^  of  God's  Spirit,  which  are  mighty  through  God  to  the 
]  pulling  down  of  flrong  holds,  cafting  down  imaginations , 
\and  every  high  thing  that  exalteth  itfelf againfl  the  know- 
;  ledge  of  God,  and  bringing  into  captivity  every  thought  to 
the  obedience  of  Christ  ;  and  having  in  readinefs  to  re- 
,  venge  all  dif obedience,  when  tlie  obedience  of  the  eleff  is 
\fuifilled(c). 

If  free-thinking  be  the  religion  of  Jesus,  what  need 
is  there  of  taking  man's  thoughts  prifoners  ?  But  this 
religion  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  religion  of 
Christ  Jesus,  nor  has  the  fpirit  of  Universal 
Charity,  (which  fhews  fuch  malice  againfl:  God's 
eleft,  in  the  behalf  of  rebels)  any  thing  to  do  with 
j  the  Holy  Ghost.  *c  The  God  of  heaven,'9  and  "  the 
God  of  this  world"  are  two  maflers,  and  ye  mujl  love  and 
ferve  the  one,  and  hate  the  other  (d).  "  Christ  and 
I  Belial"  are  divided,  and  mull  be  kept  apart  by  every 


(a)  i  Cor.  iii.   20.  (h)  Ifaiah  lv.  7. 

(c)  2  Cor.  x.  4,  5,  6,  (d)  Matt.  vi.  24. 
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minifter  (a)  ;  c:  the  my  fiery  of  godlmefs  (b)"  and  the 
u  myjlery  of  iniquity'  are  tzvo  oppofite  mvfer'us  (c)  ; 
"  the  fpirit  of  truth"  and  the  fpirit  of  error  (a)  are  like- 
wife  divided.  A  throne  of  iniquity  muftbave  no  fellow- 
foip  with  God,  nor  thofe  who  frame  mlfchief  by  a 
taw  (e);  the  tribes  of  fpiritual  Ifrael(f),  and  "  the  tribes 
of  the  earth  J9  are  two  diftindt  tribes  (g)  ;  "  the  righte- 
ous nation  that  keeps  the  truth  (h),"  and  a  nation  againjl 
which  God  has  indignation  for  ever,  are  two  nations, 
and  mull  be  called fo  (/). 

The  Lord's  generation  is  one  family  (k),  but  the 
generation  of  vipers  is  another  (I)  ;  a  believer  and  an  infi- 
del are  not  to  have  one  part,  their  portions  differ 
much  ;  the  eternal  God  has  drawn  a  ftraight  line,  and 
every  man's  portion  falls  to  him  by  line :  the  lines  are 
fallen  to  me  in  pie af ant  places,  yea,  I  have  a  goodly  heri- 
tage (m) ;  it  was  fore-appointed  for  him  (»)•  And  a 
wicked  man's  heritage,  or  portion,  comes  according 
to  God'j  fore-appointment  alfo ;  this  is  the  portion  of  a 
wicked  man  from  God,  and  the  heritage  appointed  by 
God  (o).  If  a  man  receives  right 
God  of  his  falvation,  it  is  God's  lire  h 
him  (/>)  ;  and  if  mercy  and  peace  are  upon  him,  he  is 

{a)  2  Cor.  vi.   i£,  {!>)    i  Tim.  iii.   16. 

(«r)  2  TheiT.  ii.   7.  (</)    1  John  iv.  6. 

(e)  P&lm  xciv.   20.  (f)   Rev.  vii.  4. 

(g)  Matt.  x\iv.  30,  (A)   Ifaiah  xxvi.  2. 

(i)  Matt.  i.   4.  I  Malm  xxii.   30. 

(I)  Matt,  xxiii.   33.  (;;/)  Pialm  xvi.  6. 

(;;)  1  Their,  v.   g.  (0)   Job  xx.   29. 

(f>)  Ifaiah  xxxiv.   17. 
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an  Ifraeliie  indeed,  and  enjoys  his  bleffings  only  while  h$ 
walks  by  Gov's  rule  (a)  ;  and  woe  be  to  that  man  who 
breaks  through  God'*  bounds  (b),  removes  his  line  (^), 
or  puts  a  crook  in  his  rule  (d}y  It  is  true  we  have 
fome  who  regard  neither  God's1  bounds,  lines,  rules, 
nor  hedges ;  but  thofe  who  break  through,  Jhallfind  the 
infernal  ferpent  bite  them(e). 

However,  Universal  Charity  has  gone  great 
lengths  in  this  work;  fhe  has  prefumed  to  couple 
Jehovah  and  Jove  together  in- Pope's  Univerfal  Prayer, 
the  faint  and  the  favage  are  fet  on  a  level  alfo. 
Others,  armed  with  the  iron  breaft-plate  of  a  feared 
confcience,  are  fighting  againfl  the  moft  eflential  truths 
of  the  Bible,  and,  by  the  dint  of  magic  art,  explaining 
away  the  fenfe  of  others,  to  make  them  comport  with 
carnal  reafon  (f).  Others  are  counterfeiting  the  Holy 
Ghost's  fecret  flame  of  love  to  God  and  his  chofen, 
under  the  name  of  Universal  Charity  ;  and  by 
this  means  endeavouring  to  unite  the  world  and  the 
church  together ;  though  God  fays,  come  out  front 
among  them,  and  be  ye  feparate. 

I  Perfection   is  a  bar  fixed  by  God,  to   keep   the 

Vile  from  the  precious ;  you  fi hall  be  hated  of  all  men  for  my 
name's  fake ;  and  it  is  becaufe  I  have  chofen  you  out  of 
the  world.  Eleffion  and  reprobation  are  God'*  two, 
mountains  of  brafs(g)  ;  the  chariot  of  falvation,  with  its 

(a)   Gal.  vi.   16.  (h)   Exod.  xix.   21.     Job  xiv.  15. 

(c)   Pfalm  xix.  4.  (d)   Philip,  iii.   16. 

(e)   Ecclef.  x.  8.  (f)  Ifaiab  xli.  21. 


(g)  Zecli.  vi.   1. 
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white  horfis  (a),  came  forth  from  between  them  (b),  even 
from  i  ng,  as  her  being  paved  with  everlqfting  love 

doth  witnefs  (c).  The  Saviour  from  everlqfting  mount- 
ed this  chariot,  and  with  his  f word  girt  on  his  thigh,  he 
rides. on  profperoujly  to  difpenfe  the  words  of  truth:  im- 
puted righteoufnefs,  and  meeknefs  to  all  his  deft  (d).  And 
all  the  daughters,  or  virgin  fouls,  who  were  from  ever- 
lofting  enrolled  in  the  facred  records  of  eternity,  get  up 
into  this  chariot,  and  ride  with  him  ;  it  was  built  and 
paved  with  everlqfting  love  for  the  daughters  of  Jerufa- 
lem  (ej,  and  their  names  are  zvritten  in  the  heavenly  Jem- 
falem  (/).  Although  fome  are  crouding  this  chariot 
with  Cain,  Judas,  Efau,  and  all  reprobates,  yet  this 
wife  king  will  f cutter  the  wicked,  and  bring  his  wheel  over 
them  (g). 

The  Roll  of  God's  eternal  decrees  isfealed  with  free* 
feals  Qi),  and,,  for  want  of  being  fealed  by  the  Holy 
GhoJi(i),  the  whole  tribe  of  Universal  Lovers 
cannot  fee  their  names  enrolled  there  (k),  or  find 
their  regifter  among  the  Ifraelites  (I)  ;  fo  they  are  at 
war  with  all  who  contend  for  God's  genealogy.  The 
glorious  dayfpring  from  on  high,  Christ  Jesus  the 
ever  bleffed  Saviour,  who  guides  our  feet  into  the  zvay  of 
geace,  isfealed  al  (o  (m),  (o  that  the  infallible  Jbian 

(a)   Zech.  vi.   3.     Hub.  iii.  S.     (/>)   Zech.  vi.   r. 
(c)  Cant.  iii.  10.    Jcr.  xxxi.  3.     {d)  Hab.  iii.  8.   Pf.  xlv.  3,  4. 
(e)  Cant.  iii.  10.  (f)    Ifaiah  iv.  3. 

(.  )    Prov.  xx.  26.  (ft)   Rev.  v.  1. 

(/)   Ephefci.  13.  (k)  Hab.  iii.  8.  Pfalm  xlr.  3,4. 

Nchem,  vii.  64.  (/•;)  John  vi.  27 

cannot 
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cannot  find  him  out  to  perfection  (a)  ;  though  he  has 
dethroned  him,  trampled  his  honour  in  the  duji,  and 
took  God's  aweful  challenges,  that  of  removing  the  rock 
offalvation  (b),  and  that  of  caufing  the  eternal  day-fpring 
lo  know  his  place  (c). 

The  Bible  is  zfealed  book  alfo  (d),  and  all  its  truths 
are  fealed  up  among  Christ'.*  difciples  (e),  and  none  but 
a  fpiritual  dfciple  underftands  them.  The  natural  man 
under jlands  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  nor  can  he, 
becaufe  they  are  fpiritually  difcerned ;  yea,  they  are  even 
foclijhnefs  to  him.  And  though  God  writes  his  laws  on 
the  hearts  of  his  chofen,  and  feals  his  teftimonies  among  his 
difciples,  and  they  preach  out  of  their  own  hearts 
never  fo  plainly,  yet  it  appears  a  zvork,  which  a  felf- 
fufficient  man  Jhall  in  no  wife  believe,  though  it  be  told 
him  (/)• 

The  church  calls  herfelf  a  wall  (g)  ;  and  when 
God,  by  his  Spirit,  writes  his  laws  on  their  hearts,  as 
he  did  on  the  wall  of  Belfliazzar's  palace,  and  fouls, 
trembling  under  the  fevere  impreflion,  run  to  many 
in  fuppofed  orders,  to  read  God's  hand-writing  on  their 
conferences,  and  they  find  a  right  reverend  Father  in 
God,  by  title  only,  or  a  carnal  Mafier  of  Arts,  makes 
no  better  out  with  the  hand-writing,  than  the  Baby- 
lonilh  magicians  did  with  the  words  Mene  Mene, 

(a)  Job  xi.   7.  (h)  Job  xviii.  4. 

(c)  Job  xxxviii.  12.  Luke  u  78.       (d)  Iiaiah  xxix.   11. 

(e)  Ifaiahviii.   16.  (/}  Hab.  i.  5. 

(a)  Cant.  viiL  10. 

Tekel, 
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Tekel,  Uphaksin  (a);  they  do  not  know  the 
appointments  of  God  in  providence,  therefore  have 
no  notion  of  God'j  numbering  the  years  of  a  kingdom  r 
and  finifhing  it.  They  have  never  been  put  into  the 
balance  of  Jujiice,  and  therefore  know  not  what  it  is 
to  be  found  wanting ;  and  as  they  are  not  acquainted 
with  him  by  whom  kings  reign,  they  cannot  think  it  is 
he  that  gives  kingdoms  to  whomfoever  he  will.  How- 
ever, Belfhazzar's  wife  informed  him,  that  the  Spirit 
of  the  holy  Gods  was  in  Daniel,  and  he  was  the  man,  un- 
der God,  to  refolve  doubts,  and  explain  hard fentences ; 
3nd  fuch  interpreters  are  fo  few,  that  Elihu  compares 
them  to  one  among  a  thoufand(b). 

I  have  known  fouls  go  to  carnal  priefis,  under  their 
convictions,  for  advice,  and  have  received  very 
ftrange  confolations  for  a  troubled  confeience ;  fome 
have  advifed  them  to  read  novels,  in  order  to  Jiifle  an 
awakened  mind ;  and  where  this  prevails,  the  wrath 
of  God  muft  await  them,  as  it  is  written — u  in  hell 
he  lift  up  his  eyes,  being  in  torments  (c)"  I  have  known 
others,  who  ordered  the  Bible  to  be  taken  from  them ; 
as  if  the  promife  of  eternal  life,  (which,  in  the  hand 
of  the  Spirit,  brought  a  prodigal  to  his  fenfes,  and 
•the  man  bound  among  the  tombs  to  his  right  mind)  were  a 
trap,  to  entangle  fouls  for  Satan;  they,  in  effedt,  as 
others  have  done,  call  the  maflcr  of  the  houfe,  and 
fub/iance  of  the  Bible,  Beelzebub,  and  all  his  fpiritual 

(a)   Dan.  v.  25.  (£)  Job  xx\iii.  23. 

(c)   Luke  xvi.   23. 

ferv; 
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fervants  mad,  and  the  fnares  of  a  fowler  are  In  all  their 
%vays  (a). 

I  have  known  other  blind  guides  recommend  wine 
to  heal  a  troubled  fpirit ;  but  it  mull  be  only  the  new 
wine  of  the  kingdom  that  will  refrefti  them  who  are  of 
an  heavy  heart  (b).  Others  I  have  known,  recom- 
mending fouls  to  phyficians  for  a  blijler  to  be  put  on 
the  heady  which  is  a  very  ftrange  remedy  to  draw  the 
fling  of  eternal  death  out  of  the  confcitnce.  One  poor 
woman,  at  Thames-Ditton,  who  had  never  heard  the 
gofpel,  was  forely  wounded  in  fpirit,  and  carried  her 
grievous  complaints  to  a  blind  prieji ;  what  comfort 
Ihe  got  I  know  not ;  however,  when  fhe  returned,  {he 
threw  herfelf  into  a  well,  but  was  got  out  without 
much  hurt.  Soon  after  flie  went  to  another  blind 
guid°,  of  the  fame  family,  and  then  went  home  and 
cut  her  i„.  r  heard  of  it,  and  went  to  the  houfe, 

but  was  withftood  at  the  door ;  yet,  by  a  long  per- 
fuafion,  I  got  admittance,  and  told  her  moft  of  the 
trouble  of  her  heart.  She  faid  it  was  fo  indeed,  and 
,ed  very  glad  to  hear  of  a  Saviour;  but  before  I 
could  fee  her  again,  Ihe  was  in  St.  Luke's  mad- 
houfe. 

I  got  two  godly  men  to  go  with  me  to  the  mad- 
houfe ;  but  the  woman  who  kept  the  key  of  her  ward 
was  (to  my  great  grief  and  difappointment)  an  Univer- 
fal  Lover.  She  afked  me  if  I  belonged  to  Mr.  White- 
field,  or  to  Mr.  We/ley;  thefe  queftions  being  quite 

(a)  Hof.  ix.  7  and  8.  (£)  Pre  v.  xxzd.  6. 

ftrange 
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ftrange  to  me,  I  told  her  I  belonged  to  Christ,  but 
held  the  dodtrines  of  Mr.  fVbitrfield;  in  which  cafe 
there  was  no  admittance  for  me.  So  Unh'erfal  Lovers 
Jhut  out  the  kingdom  of 'God  from  among  men — by  free- 
will never  enter  themfches,  and  fuch  as  are  going%  they 
hinder.  Woe  unto  them,  my  foul  come  not  thou  into 
their  fecret9  nor  unto  their  affembly ;  but  from  all  fuch 
blindnefs  of  mind 9  from  all  pride,  vain-glory,  and  fuch 
hypocrify,  and  from  fuch  envy,  hatred,  and  malice* 
and  from  all  the  uncharitablenefs  of  Universal 
Charity,  good  Lord  deliver  us.  The  woman  who 
cut  her  throat,  lives  ?xlVejion-Green9  near  Ditton  ;  her 
name  is  VAjion. 

The  fpirit  of  this  Universal  Charity  (which 
thefe  free  thinkers  imagine  to  be  the  evcr-blejftd  Spirit 
of  God)  is  they  fay  to  judge  favourable  of  a!!,  and 
to  preach  or  exclaim  againft  none.  If  a  man  holds  a 
falfe  faith,  we  are  to  think  the  left  of  it,  though  God 
tells  us  "  earnefj  to  contend  for  the  faith  once  . 
to  the  faints"  If  wc  find  a  man  holds  any  error. 
we  are  not  to  level  anv  threatening  at  him,  it  is  uncha- 
ritable  ;  nor  lo  preach  againft  him,  though  he  refufe 

:i5lion  :   But  God  tells  us  to  cafi  out  the  fie: 
and  contc:  7  go  out  ;vea9  ftrife  and  repra 

ceafe  (a).     If  a  profeflbr  does  not  come  up  in  life  to 
the  ftrideft  of  our  ft  we  mud  think  the  beft, 

though  God  fays,  mark  that  many  a-. 
fin  .'.•//. 

(a)  y» 
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God  declares,  zf elf -righteous  Pharifee  is  farther  froni 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  than  publicans  and  harlots ;  yet  we 
are  only  to  judge  of  their  lives ;  and  if  they  die  infen- 
fible,  benumbed,  and  pajl  feeling,  yet  who  dare  judge 
them,  or  even  mention  any  doubt  of  their  end  P— that 
is  uncharitable ;  though  God  fays,  the  wicked  have  no 
bands  in  their  death,  and  their  firmgth  is  firm  ;  and  that 
fuch  lift  up  their  eyes  in  hell. 

If  the  doctrine  of  eternal  eleBion  is  offenfive  to  any, 
who  will  have  fome  ground  left  for  loafing ;  we  muft 
let  it  alone>  fays  Univerfal  Charity,  though  it  is  the 
leading  truth  of  the  Bible,  and  foundation  of  all  others ; 
yet  we  muft  leave  it,  rather  than  give  an  offence ; 
though  God  tells  us  to  fpeek  his  truths  and  to  diminijlz 
not  a  word  (a).  If  we  find  any  with  nothing  but  a 
dry  form  of  godlincfs  on  their  tongues,  and  mocking 
God  therewith,  though  they  are  void  of  grace,  yet 
we  muft  fay  nothing  againft  them,  nor  their  for- 
mality ;  though  Christ  declares,  fuch  fhall  receive 
the  greater  damnation,  and  from  fuch  we  are  to  turii 
azvay. 

If  we  find  any  in  Arianifm,  we  muft  judge  favourd* 
hly  of  them,  though  they  differ  in  fentiment  from  us, 
fays  Univerfal  Charity,  there  may  be  fome  good  fouls 
among  them.  So  to  be  an  Univerfal  Lover  is  to  pleafe 
all  men  : — the  Arminian  calls  upon  you  to  forfake  the 
Jlrong  food,  or  every  effential  truth  in  the  Bible ;  the 
Arian  wants  you  to  give  up  your  God,  and  to  bow 

(a)  Jer.  xxvi.  2. 

your 
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your  knee  to  a  creature ;  the  Antinomian  calls  Upon 
you  to  give  up  the  Spirit's  quickening  power,  your 
daily  crofs,  and  a  tender  conscience ;  and  the  Deiff 
makes  mighty  fhort  work  of  it;  he  tells  you  there  is 
a  firji  caufe,  who  had  a  hand  in  our  beginnings  but 
has  nothing  to  do  with  our  end,  and  declares  God 
hathforfaken  the  earth  :  Thefe  are  J rcoffcrs  (a),  who  fay, 
is  there  knowledge  of  our  ways  in  the  Most  High  (b)  ? 

The  world  has  its  main  fpring  in  itfelf,  and  all  things 
continue  as  they  were  from  the  beginning  (Y)  ;  but  that  of 
his  coming  to  judgment,  they  are  willingly  ignorant 
of(d),  becaufe  they  do  not  chufe  to  be  brought  to  a 
final  reckoning;  therefore  preaching  the  gofpel  to 
them,  is  nothing  but  amufing  a  wilfully  ignorant  croud, 
and  the  Bible  is  nought  but  a  cheat,  Religion  is  only 
priejlcraft,  and  a  man  is  to  die  like  a  beajl ;  and  it  would 
be  well  for  the  Deijl,  if  he  could  end  his  days  in 
annihilation,  as  a  beaft  doth ;  but  that  cannot  be,  for 
God  hath  faid,  all  muft  Hand  before  the  judgi 
feat  of  Christ  ;  and  I  can  believe  what  he  fays,  be- 
caufe my  judgment  is  pajt  already,  and  I  have  been 
fad  by  an  a£i  of  fovereign  grace. 

Having  thus  followed  Univerfal  Charity,  we  find  it 
operating  on  that  wonderful  body,  that  is  fo  pure  in 
their  own  eyes,  though  never  wa/bedfrm  HUbinefi — ■ 

I  mean  the  Pharifees  (e).     This  charity  is  alio  to  be 

(a)   Ezek.  viii.    12.  (£)   Pfulm  Ixxiii.    11. 

(c)   2  Pet.  iii.  4.  (,/)  2  Pet.  ill,  5. 

(e)   Piov.  :;:;:;.   12% 

fou 
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found  in  papifts,  pagans,  and  drifts,  as  well  as  in  ArM* 
mans ;  and  it  appears  devils,  rebels,  brutes,  and  in/efts, 
are  the  objc&s  of  its  pity.  And  the  warmeft  conten- 
tions it  enters  into,  are  agaihft  God  and  his  word,  in 
behalf  of  errors  ;  furely  if  Mr.  Univerfal  Charity  was  of 
God,  grace  and  truth  would  find  feme  favour  in  the 
eyes  of  him. 

However,  agreeable  to  the  King's  command,  we 
will  call  a  court,  and  bring  him  to  an  impartial  trial: 
We  are  commanded  to  try  the  Spirits,  whether  they  arc 
of  God  ;  and  if  we  bind  Univerfal  Charity  on  earth,  he 
ihall  be  bound  in  heaven.  As  Mr.  Zeal-for-God  has 
taken  him,  let  him  be  put  in  the  ftrong  hold,  and  deli- 
ver him  to  the  care  of  Mr.  EleSidn,  the  goaler,  and  I 
believe  he  will  not  efcape  his  hands  eafily,  for  I  know 
he  is  no  friend  to  him ;  and  as  you  lead  him  to  the 
hold,  a  Ik  him  to  whom  he  appeals,  and  what  court 
he  would  chufe  to  be  tried  at,  only  to  hear  what  he 
will  fay. 

So  Mr.  Zeal-for-God  alked  him,  faying,  Well, 
Mr.  Universal  Charity,  who  do  you  appeal  to  ? 
Aafwer.  I  appeal  to  Vnbiaffed  Reafon,  and  ihould 
like  to  be  tried  in  the  honourable  court  of  Confcience. — « 
So  Mr.  Zeal-for-God  reported  what  he  faid  to  Mr. 

Gofpei-Experience,  the  magiftrate. Oh,  faid  the 

magiilrate,  his  appeal  fhews  his  nativity ;  had  he 
been  from  above,  he  would  have  appealed  to  the 
faints,  and  to  the  law  and  teftimony,  for  wifdom  is  jufti* 
fied  of  her  children,  and  if  he  cannot  Hand  the  trial  of 

God'j 
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God'j  ivord,  he  is  not/  .%  but  is  earthly,  fen* 

fual,  and  deviltfh  (a). 

As  for  his  appeal  to  U/diaJJed-Reafon,  there  is  no 
fuch  perfon  ;  it  is  only  a  phantom,  countenanced  by 
knaves,  and  admired  by  fools.  But  this  his  appeal  is 
only  to  poftpone  the  trial,  for  we  might  drag  him  to 
all  the  courts  in  the  world,  before  we  fhould  find 
Unbiajfed  Reafon  on  the  bench  ;  and  as  for  the  court  of 
Confeience,  which  he  wants  to  be  tried  at,  it  is  the 
court  of  heathens,  thofe  having  not  the  laiv,  are  a  law 
to  themfelves ;  their  thoughts  arid  confeience  accufc,  or  ex- 
cufe  one  another  (bj;  and  where  a  company  of  carnal 
thoughts  are  the  Jury,  and  a  feared  confeience  the  Judge, 
matters  muft  be  badly  managed.  I  know  Saul  was 
juftified  in  this  court,  for  perfecuting  the  Judge  of 
quick  and  dead,  and  murdering  the  faints  of  God  (c) ; 
and  Christ  fays,  the  time  cometh,  when  whojbevcr 
hllethyou,  will  third-:  he  doth  God  fervice ;  and  all  thefe 
will  thy  do  unto  you,  becaufe  they  kn  he  Father 

nor  me. 

This  court  fecms  but  very  little,  if  any,  on  God's 
fide  ;  it  has  been  {o  confufed  ere  now,  as  to  call 
good,  OHd  \)il ;  yea,  they  have  put  darknef: 

light,  and  light  for  darknef  (d)  ;  and  pray  what  is  this, 
but  putting  God   for   Sa  id   Satan    for  God  ? 

God  is  light  (e),  and  [f).      Call  Mr* 

(a)   James  iii.    \c>.  {I)  .    14,  1  g. 

(t)   .  1.9,  (,/)  Ifaiah  v. 

(/•)   1  John  1.  5.  )  Luke  xxii.  53. 

1 1  Zeal- 
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Zeal-for-God,  and  tell  him  to  come  to  me. — Mr. 
Zeil-ior-God,  Sir,  go  down  to  the  hold,  and  tell 
Univerfal  Charity,  the  prifoner,  that  his  appeal  to 
Unbiaffed-Reafon,  and  the  Court  of  Carnal  Confcience, 
\$  objected  to  ;  his  crime  being  fpiritual,  cannot  be 
tried  in  a  carnal  court ;  Paul  was  had  to  feveral  of 
thefe,  but  they  could  not  make  a  judgment  of  his 
caufe  ;  they  owned  he  had  done  nothing  worthy  of  death 9 
or  of  bonds,  and  yet  kft  him  bound ; — others  faid,  much 
learning  liad  made  him  mad  (a)  ;  when,  at  the  fame 
time,  he  [pake  forth  the  words  of  truth  and  fobemefs, 
with  fuch  power,  as  to  make  fome  tremble ;  and  fuf- 
ficient,  one  would  think,  to  convince  all,  that  he 
was  the  only  one  in  the  court,  who  was  in  his  right 
mind. 

You  may  aik  him  if  he  ehufes  to  be  tried  before 
Mr.  Difcerning-cf- Spirits,  the  deputy  judge,  who k  is 
impowered,  and  gifted  by  God  himfelf  for  that 
work  (J?).  So  Mr.  Zeal-for-God  afked  him  the 
queftion,  and  alfo  gave  him  the  reafon  why  Unbiaffed- 
Reafon  and  the  Court  of  Confcience  were  objected  to. 
Upon  this,  Mr.  Universal  Charity  objected  to 
the  Spiritual  Court ,  and  faid  he  bad  rather  be  tried 
at  the  Court  of  Judicature. — He  appealed  to  Mofes  ; 
crying  out,  as  others  have  done,  lam  Mofes' s  difciple. 
Then  Mr.  Zeal-for-God  returned,  and  brought. 
Charity's  anfwer  to  old  Mr.  Gofpel-Experience,  the 
magiftrate,  who  had  before  examined  him ;  and 
when  the  old  gentleman  had  heard  the  prifoner's  ap- 

(a)  Ads  xsvi.  24,  (I)  1  Cor.  xiii  io* 

pea! 
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I  and  confeflion,  he  burft  out  a-laughing,  faying, 
Does  he  call  himfelf  Mb/es's  difciple,  and  does  he  ap- 
peal to  Mofes  ? — Let  him  alone,  faid  the  old  gentle- 
man, he  will  be  judged  out  of  bis  own  mouth,  and  be  cafi 
by  h.  'infel.     Before,  he  faid  God  was  his  Fa- 

ther, and  that  he  was  the  real  Spirit  of  the  Gofpel ; 
that  he  was  of  divine  extra&ion,  and  feed  abroad  id 
the  hearts  of  marry  by  the  Holy  Ghojl. 

However,  his  being  detained  a  prifoner,  proves 
he  is  not  of  divine  fraternity;  if  he  had,  Death  him- 
felf could  not  have  held  him  prifoner,  for  Love  is  as 
Jirong  as  Death  (a).  Thefe  equivocations  prove  him 
to  be  a  bafiard,  the  offspring  of  a  myfllcal  harlot \;  So- 
lomon tells  us  b< :  are  moveable,  man  cannot  biow 
\b)  ;  and  Mr.  Univerfal  Charity  well  underftands, 
it  feems,  the  winding  labyrinths  of  his  debauched  mo* 
.  However,  he  would  find  very  little  more  fa- 
vour at  the  hand  of  Mofes,  than  he  would  at  the 
hand  of  Mr.  Difcerning-of-Spirits,  for  he  has  afliimed 

n$  en  many,  a 

to  help  :  th  (r).     I  am 

Mofes  never  bequeathed  his  chair  to  Univerfal 

irity;  nor  did  he,  by  his  example,  teach  any  to 

with  God  for  traitors. — Mofes  Dever  con- 

*:  High  for  Korah,    .  ,  and 

but  juftified  God  in  their  dejhuclion,  and  fi- 

lenced  Aaron,  when  Nadab  era  i  for 

g  drunk  in  the  ta 


[a)  Song  riii    6. 

M;  tt, 
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Befides,  Mr.  Univerfal  Charity  has  contradifted 
Mofes,  and  given  him  the  lie — Mofes  fays  God  will 
have  mercy  on  whom  he  will  have  mercy  ;  but  Univerfal 
Charity  has  preached  down  the  fovereignty  of  this 
glorious  and  fearful  name  the  Lord  our  God  fa). 
Mofes  has  told  us  not  to  regard  any  prophet,  or  dreamer 
of  dreams,  that  may  arife  to  give  Arminian  prophe- 
cies out  of  his  own  prefuirptuous  heart ;  or  any  pro- 
phet that  feems  filled  with  Univerfal  Charity  for  all 
finners,  if  it  damps  our  love  in  the  leaft  to  the  fove- 
reign  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth  ;  nor  does  Mofes  al- 
low us  to  quarrel  with  God's  decrees  in  behalf  of 
rebels  :  If  there  arife  among  you  a  prophet,  or  a  dreamer 
of  dreams,  and  giveth  thee  a  fign — -(fuppofe  he  tells 
thee,  contending  for  traitors  is  a  fign  of  a  Chriftian 
fpirit,  and  flefhly  perfedlion  is  a  wonder  from  the 
Lord  of  Holts)  thou  fhalt  not  hearken  to  the  zvords  of 
that  prophet,  or  that  dreamer  of  dreams ;  he  only  wants 
us  to  hate  God's  decrees,  and  to  get  us  to  love 
them  whom  God  hateth  ;  for  the  Lord  your  God  prov- 
eth  you  by  thefe,  to  know  whether  you  love  the  Lord  y cur 
God  with  all  your  heart,  and  zvith  all  your  foul ;  which 
no  man  can,  who  hates  the  fovereign  decrees  of  his 
Maker ;  therefore,  that  prophet,  or  dreamer  of  dreams,, 
Jhall  be  put  to  death,  becaufe  he  hath  fpohn  to  turn  your 
hearts  away  from  the  Lord  your  God  (b). 

Mofes  was    no    friend  to  rebels ;  he  courted  the 
affections  of  Ifrael  for  God  only  (V),  and  declared  God 

(a)   Deut.  xxviii.  58.  (£)  Deut,  xiii.   i3  2,  3,  4,  5. 

i^c)  Deut*  vi,  5. 

too 
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too  jealous  to  put  up  with   a  d  heart  (a).     He 

blefled  the  Levitical  tribe  for  their  zeal  for  God 
againft  idolatry,  and  for  their  difdaining  to  own  fa- 
ther or  mother,  brethren  or  children,  when  called  to 
execute  God's  judgments  (b).     Mofes  was  no  foe  to 

tted  righteoufiefs,  as  appears  in  this  whole  chap- 
ter (c).  Mofes  preached  difcriminatirg  grace  and 
mercy  freely  (<i),  and  cried  up  the  fovereignty  of  the 
Lord  his  God  (e),  and  was  a  terrible  enemy  to  /. 
mantle  art  (f)  ;  all  which  Univerfal  Charity  contra- 
dicts :  But,  by  his  appeal  to  Mofes,  it  plainly  proves 
that  he  who  errs  in  the  gofpel,  has  never  feen  or  felt 
the  power  of.the  law  ;  if  he  had,  he  would  not  appeal 
to  an  accufer  to  att  as  an  \ '    fes  aecufes  all 

legalists  before  God  (g)  ;  and  in  all  his  difecurfes 
about  a  jubilee  trumpet,  he  proclaims  go/pel  liberty 
from  the j7:ackles  of  Arminianifm. 

Howbeit,  the  God  of  heaven   keeps  fur  books, 

which   UniveiTal  Charity  feems  to  be  ignorant  of: 

Firft,  The  book  of  life  (//)  ;  Secondly,  The  book  cf  God's 

mc*(i);   Thirdly,  The  h  law(k); 

I  Fourthly,  The  book  of  an  ;.  (/)  ; 

each  feet  of  criminals  fliall  be 
written  in  thefe  books  (//?)•  law§ 

(a)  :4*  •  9- 

.    I  9. 
:.    3.  ,il,ir, 

(b) 
(i)  Mai.  iii,    16.  61. 

'  (/;  Rom.  ii.  1-.  .   12. 

h  3 
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Jhall  perijli  zvithout  law  (a).  Confcience  fliall  receive 
light,  and  an  impreffion  from  the  eye  of  juftice, 
which  lhall  compel  him  to  do  his  office  (b)  ;  and  the 
fentence  of  confcience  fhall  be  fufficient  to  flop  the 
dinner's  mouth,  and  kill  him  to  all  hope  in  God  ;  yet 
his  own  fentence  fhall  live  in  him,  and  feed  on  him, 
as  a  never -dying  worm  (c). 

He  that  fins  in  the  law,  Jhall  be  judged  by  the  lazv  (d)  ; 
and  as  he  never  heard  the  Lord's  will  in  the  gofpel, 
he  lhall  not  be  fmitten  with  the  Jiripes  of  bitter  re- 
flection for  perfecting,  defpifing,  or  negledting  the 
gofpel,  he  Jhall  be  beaten  with  few  jiripes  (e).  But  he 
who  hears  the  gofpel,  and  in  pride  bo^fteth  of  his 
profound  knowledge,  faying,  am  I  blind  alfo  ?  his  fin 
remaineth ;  and  by  contending  for  free-will  and 
power,  he  boafteth  of  ability  to  perform  ;  and  if  he 
doth  not  perform  his  Lord's  will,  he  is  a  gofpel  fin- 
ner,  and  is  ranked  with  hypocrites  and  unbelievers,  and 
fhall  be  damned  for  unbelief  (f). 

When  the  final  judgment  is  fet,  all  thofe  books 
will  be  opened,  and  the  dead  zvill  be  judged  according  to 
thofe  things  written  in  the  books  (g).  The  maa  who  fins 
againft  his  own  confcience,  breaks  through  the  lazv 
of  nature ;  he  is  fubverted,  and  fwneth,  being  condemned 
of  himfelf(h),  and,  by  thefe  adts  of  fin,  expofeth  him- 

(a)    Rom.  ii.   12.  (£)  Exod.  xxiv.   2$.    John  viii.  9, 

(c)   Ifaiah  lxvi.   24.  {d)   Rom   ii.    12. 

(<0   Luke  xii.  48.  (f)   Matt.  xxii.  51. 

(g)   Dan.  vii.   10,  (£)  Titus  iii.   11. 

felf 


felt  to  the  punifhment  of  a  never-dyh:  a)  ;  but 

when  he  comes  to  know  the  law  written,   and  finneth 
againft   that,  he    breaketh   through  God's  bounds, 
finneth  againft  the  glorious  difpenfation  of  God  (£), 
winced  by  tbi  lazj,  that  he  ,  and 

expofeth  his  foul  to  every  plague  and  curfc  of  it,  and 

.  ihefe  cur: 

But  if,  after  all  this,  he  ha  gofpcl,  and  be- 

lieves not,  the  word  of  life,  which  Christ  fpake, 
;:  him  (d) ;  the  Apoftles  are  witne/Jes 
againfi  him  fej  ; — he  fhall  be  judged  by  the  book  of 
life,  and  at  the  fpirkual  court  of  thegofpel,  becaufe 
the  gofpel  has  been  unto  him  a  favour  of  a 
death  (f).  He  boafted  of  power  to  perform,  but  did 
not  (g)  ;  he  promifed  to  go  into  Christ's  vineyard, 
but  ziznt  ;   he  had  an  imitation,  but  begged  to 

be  excuftd  (/)  ;  fuch  a  oue  has  broken  through  the 
bounds  of  all  the  laws  of  grace  ;  and  as  he  has  finned 
againft  the  laws  of  fovereign  grace  (/.),  be  is  guii 

-reate/1  trarfgreffions,  becaufe  he  has  finned  againft 
the  difpenfation  of  God's  Spirit  (/),  and  therefore  has 
reffied,  lt    or    done  to    the   Spirit 

grace  (m)  ;    his  Wtficdntj  I    his 

:;  muft  be  ;;. 

(m)  l .      Ms:k  i::.  44,  .  ":.    7. 

.  14,  (f)   2  Cor.  ii.    16. 

•   47- 

(k)  29. 

(I)   2  Cor.  iii.  8.  (m) 

{»)  .14- 
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It  is  a  Jin  unto  death  indeed,  when  even   atoning 
blood  will  not  heal  him  ;  there  is  no  more  facrifice  for 
the  Jim  of  fome  men  (a).     Firft,  he  obferves  the  light 
of  nature,  by  finning  againft  his  conference ;  he  alfo 
obfeures  the   light  of  the  law,  by  trangreffing  the 
commandment,  and  fo  goes  to  blacknefs,   and  darknefs, 
the  found  of  a  trumpet,  and  the  voice  of  words ;    then  he 
heard  the  gofpel,  boafted  of  power,  but  did  not  per- 
form; promifed  to  go  into  the  vineyard,  but  mock- 
ed Christ,  and  went  not ;  had  an  invitation  to  the 
gofpel,  but  begged  to  be  excufed  ;  boafted  of  light 
v/hen  in  darknefs  of  error  ;  and  as  he  faid,  I  fee,  his 
fin  remaineth ;  Satan  being  turned  into  an  angel  of 
light,  led  him  to  do  defpite  to  the  Spirit  of  grace  : 
What  a  ftate  muft  fuch  a  one  be  in,  if  the  light  that 
is  in  him  be  darknefs,  how  great  is  that  darknefs  (b)  ? 
Thus  he  is  in  Egyptian  darknefs ;  fecondly,  in  blacknefs 
of  darknefs;  and,  even  under  the  gofpel,  his  light  is 
darknefs;  the  fentence,  therefore,  will  undoubtedly  be, 
Caft  ye  the  unprofitable  fervani  into  outer  darknefs,  there 
Jhall  be  weeping  and  gnafloing  of  teeth  ;  where  the  worm, 
or  fentence   of  an  accufing  confeience,  fhall  gnaw 
him  ;  the  curfe  of  the  law  {hall  lie  on  him  ;  and  all 
the  cutting  reflections   cafe  on  his   boafted  will  and 
power,  for  trampling  on   atoning  blood,  and  doing 
defpite  to  the  Spirit  of  Grace,  fhall  fmite  fuch  an  one 
deeper  than  either  the  living  worm,  or  the  eternal 
curfe  of  God. 

(a)  Heb.x.  26,  27,  {I)  Matt.vi;  25. 

.    And 


And  now,  Mr.  Zeal-for-God,  I  fhall  leave  you  to 
enlarge  on  the  Saviour's  words,  "  He  tfa  fth  his 

Lord's  will,  and  doth  it  not,  Jliall  be  beaten  zvitb  -many 
Jlripes"  However,  as  he  chufes  to  be  tried.at  the 
court  of  judicature,  I  have  no  objection;  for  it  will 
be  done  by  fpiritual  men,  fuch  as  are  able  to  und^r- 
ftand  his  crime  :  -He  added,  moreover,  that  Mr.  Dif- 
cerning-of  Spirits  was  on  his  circuit,  and  would  arrive 
as  the  next  day,  which  he  accordingly  did,  and  the 
court  fat. 


UNIVER- 
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.UNIVERSAL    CHARITY 

TRIED    and    CONDEMNED. 

TH  E  jury  being  impannelled  by  Mr.  Spiritual, 
the  iheriff,  and  the  witneffes  fubpoenaed  and 
fworn,  a  command  was  fent  to  Mr.  Elc&ion,  the 
goaler,  to  bring  Mr.  Univerfal  Charity,  the  prifoner, 
to  the  bar,  and  prefent  him  before  my  Lord  Dif- 
cerning-of-5pirits,  the  deputy  judge  ;  which  was  ac- 
cordingly done. 

Then  the  jury,  (which  confided  of  freeholders, 
men  of  eminent  character)  were  called  over,  whofe 
names  were  as  follow  :  Paul,  the  aged ;  John,  the  di- 
vine ;  Peter,  the  champion ;  Luke,  the  phyfician  ; 
Matthew,  the  cvangelift  ;  Jude,  the  zealous ;  Mark, 
the  apoftle  ;  Ifaiah,  the  wonderful ;  Jeremiah,  the  la- 
borious ;  Job,  the  patient ;  Mofes,  the  meek ;  and 
David,  the  penitent. 

The  names  of  the  witneffes  were  :  Mr.  Penetra- 
tion, Mr.  Wiie-mafter-builder,  Mr.  Adoption,  Mr. 
Free-man,  Mr.  Predeltination,  Mr.  Eftablifhed,  Mr. 
Peaceable,  Mr.  Strong-in-the-Lord,  Mr.  Self- Ab- 
horrence, 
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horrencc,  Mr.  Hold-out,  and  Mr,  Reformer; — lt> 
deed  there  was  a  cloud  of  witnefles  (a). 

Then  faid  Mr.  Sound-mind,  the  clerk,  Mr.  Uni- 
verfal  Charity  hold  up  your  hand.  Then  faid  the 
Judge,  thou  art  here  indi&ed  by  the  name  of  Univer- 
fal Charity,  for  difturbing  the  peace  of  the  Celeftial 
Realm,  counterfeiting  the  Spirit  of  the  great  King, 
teaching  rebellion  againft  his  fovereign  laws,  with- 
ftanding  his  royal  decrees,  alienating  the  affedlions  of 
his  fubjedts,  invading  his  Royal  prerogative,  and 
teaching  others  to  do  the  fame.  What  fayeft  thou? 
art  thou  guilty  of  this  indictment,  or  not  ? 

Univerfal  Charity.    Not  guilty,  my  Lord. 

Judge.  Cryer,  call  in  Mr.  Penetration,  Mr.  Wife- 
mailer-  builder,  Mr.  Adoption,  and  all  the  King's 
witnefles. 

Judge.  You,  the  witnefles  for  the  King,  look  at 
the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  do  you  know  him  ? 

Penetration.     Yes,  my  Lord,  we  know  him. 

Judge.     Are  you  fare  you  know  him  ? 

Penetration.  Know  him  !  yes,  my  Lord,  I  know 
the  whole  pedigree  of  him. 

Judge.  Well  faid  : — He  ftandeth  here  ind idled  by 
the  name  of  Univerfal  Charity,  for  difturbing  the 
peace  of  the  Celeftial  Realm,  counterfeiting  the  Spi- 
rit of  the  Great  King,  teaching  rebellion  againft  his 
Sovereign  laws,  withftanding  his  royal  decrees,  alie- 

(a)   Iltb.  xii.   i. 

n  a  ting 
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mating  the  affe&ions  of  his  fubjedts,  invading  his 
Royal  prerogative,  and   teaching  others  to    do  the 

fame. What  fay  you,  the  King's  witnefs,  to  this, 

is  he  guilty,  or  not  ? 

Penetration.  By  your  Lordfhip's  leave,  I  will  firft 
trace  his  pedigree,  and  then  bear  my  witnefs.  His 
great-grandfather's  name  was  Magor-missabib,  a 
native  of  Mzraim  ;  he  married  one  Mifs  Prate-a- 
Pace  ;  they  both  dwelt  at  Luz,  and  there  they  had 
a  daughter,  and  fhe  was  their  only  child  ;  her  name 
was  Soft-Passions  :  Her  parents  married  her  to  one 
Mr.  Blind-Zeal,  a  fon  of  Allf.gorical-Hagar  ; 
they  fettled  on  the  border  of  the  wildernefs,  by  Jor- 
dan, not  far  from  the  city  Adam  (a)  ;  and  they  had  a 
daughter,  whofe  name  was  Natural-Affections; 
fhe  married  one  Mr.  Hate-God,  an  Ipmaelite  by 
birth,  and  by  occupation  an  archer  (b) ;  he  dwelt  not 
far  from  the  city  Jericho* 

There  they  had  one  fon,  who  is  this  prifoner  at  the 
bar ;  in  features,  they  fay,  he  is  the  very  picture  of 
his  Father,  but  in  difpofition  much  like  the  Mother  : 
He  was  circumcifed  by  a  Jewifh  Rabbi,  and  called 
by  the  name  of  Self-Love.  They  put  him  to 
fchool  to  one  Mr.  Sound -Man,  but  he  broke  the 
order  of  the  fchool,  rebelled  againft  the  matter,  and 
the  doctrines  which  he  taught:  and  fometimes  he  has 
been  heard  to  fpeak  treafon  againft  the  King,  fo 
that  the  mailer  was  in  danger  of  being  brought  into 

{a)  Jofli.  iii.   i6#  (i)  Gen,  xlixt  2^% 
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trouble  about  him,  and  the  pupils  in  danger  of  be 
corrupted  by  him  ;  on  which  accounts  he  was  ex- 
pelled the  fchool. 

Soon  after  he  was  profelyted  to  the  ftri&eft  fe&  of 
the  Pharifees'  religion,  and  profefled  himfelf  a  dis- 
ciple of  Mofcs.  Being  fettled  in  this  religion,  he 
took  to  ftudying  architecture  ;  and,  being  very  fond 
of  the  Babel-builder's  plan,  he  was  put  apprentice  to 
a  Babylonifh  architect,  with  whom  he  foon  became 
a  great  proficient :  It  is  thought  the  foundations  of 
myitical  Jericho  were  laid  by  him,  and  the  gates  feC 
up  by  his  diredtion.     ("  And  Jt  'ured  them  at 

that  time,  faying-}  curjed  be  the  man  before  the  Lord, 
raiftth  up  and  buildeth  the  city  Jericho  :  he  Jball  la , 
foundation  thereof  in  his  firft-born,  and  in  bis  youngeli  fin 
he  fet  up  the  gates  of  //.)"  (a)     He    afterwards 
went  and  fettled  in  Damafcus,  a  city  famous  for 
zvalis,  and  fun-burnt  bricks. 

In  this  city  he  learnt  the  art  of 
percd  mortar  (b)  ;  and  fo  mixed  it  with  hjy,Ji,  ( 
(tubbk  (0,  but  not  better  cemented  together  than  the 
neft  of  a  magpie.     However,  many  delighted  in  his 
work,  becaufe  it  was  cheap,  and    a    quick 
building;  and   many,   at  the   h  irmjng,    laid, 

iveflhill  <t  I  (d).     But  ; 

miitake,  for  it?  fandy 
and  the  fuperftrudture  by  the  w 
though  many  bo  r  the 

(a)   Joih.  vi.    26.  .    74. 

(i)   1  Cor.  iii.  12. 
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Wilding  was  but  finally  yet  the  ruins  was  found  to  be 
great  (a).  Some,  who-  were  very  fond  of  him  for  his 
cheap  way  of  building,  called  him  Charity  ;  and,  be- 
caufe  he  would  build  with  any  materials,  they  called 
him  Univerfal ;  fo  putting  both  together,  he  has  been 
called  by  many  Universal  Charity,  but  his  name 
is  Love-Self;  and  he  anfwers  that  name  well,  for 
every  body  that  knows  him  is  affured  that  he  hates 
all  but  thofe  that  love  and  revere  him. 

Judge.    You  are  fure  all  this  is  true  ? 

Penetration.     It  is  true,  my  Lord. 

Well,  faid  the  Judge,  thou  haft  proved  him  ar* 
impoflor,  a  rebel,  and  a  deceiver.  Cryer,  call  forth 
Mr.  Wise-master-builder. 

Judge.     Do  you  know  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  > 

Wife.  Yes,  my  Lord.  I  know  not  his  nativity* 
but  I  know  the  man,  and  have  fuSered  much  by 
him  ;  for  many,  who  were  juft  and  liberal  men,  have 
employed  me  to  build  for  them,  and  I  have  digged 
deep  for  a  good  foundation,  and  have  built  on  the  Rock, 
agreeable  to  the  ancient  laws  and  model,  and  picked 
out  chafer*  materials,  fit  for  the  building :  But  this- 
man  has  back-bitten  me  to  them  who  employed  mer 
and  told  them,  there  was  no  call  to  dig  fo  deep  ; — 
and  as  to  materials,  they  might  be  got  nigher  home ; 
and,  though  it  was  built  on  a  rock,  yet  he  faid  that 
rock  had  failed  many,  and  it  was  no  fafer  foundation 
than  the  faod ; — and  if  the  people  would  not  liften  t& 

(a)  Luke  vi.  49. 
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him,  he  has,  in  the  dark,  tried  to  peck  away  the 
foundation,  and  take  a:  ric  of  mvT  materials, 

and  thrufl  in  others,  fuch  as  clay,  which  was  fit  for 
nothing,  but  to  make  a  veffd  to  dijfamour(a)i — and 
this  is  true,  my  Lord. 

Then  faid  the  Judge,  a  man's  houfe  is  his  cafHe ; — 
and  if  the  foundations  be  deflroyed9  what  can  the  righteous 
do  ?  Thou,  the  King's  witnefs,  haft  proved  him  an 
houfc-breaker.  As  foon  as  Mr.  Wise-master- 
builder  had  given  in  his  evidence,  there  came  the 
chariot  of  Love  to  the  door,  with  a  lady  and  her 
daughter  in  it.  There  was  a  great  truffle  and  whif- 
pering  in  the  court;  and  fume  faid,  it  is  Hephzi- 
bah(£),  the  Queen  (c),  and  a  daughter  of  Zion 
with  her.  So  fhe  lighted,  and  came  into  the  court, 
in  all  her  Royal  attire — many  bowed  and  wondered 
at  her  appearance  ;  but  fhe  fent  word  to  the  Judge, 
flie  was  come  to  appear  in  perfon  againft  the  pri- 
fonerat  the  bar.  Many  rejoiced  at  that,  for  he  had 
but  very  few  friends  in  the  court,  except  Mr.  Car- 
nal-Reason and  Mr.  Lofty. 

So  the  Judge  afked  her  Majefty  if  flic  knew  the  | 
foner  at  the  bar  ;  fhe  anfwered  yes,  and  have  iu- 
much  by  him.     He  once  appeared,  faid  the  Queen, 
in  the  chapel-royal,  to  do  duty  in  the  abfence  of  our 
chaplain;   I  did  not  much  like  his  diicourfe,  bi 
he  was  an  aged  ecdcfiaiVic,  I  faid  nothii:  ut  ir, 

till  he  came  to  dine  at  the  palace,  then  Iipakc  fr< 

(a)  Rom.  ix.  21.  .  4. 
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to  him  of  the  love  of  my  King  ;  telling  him  alfo  of 
my  bafe  original,  and  mean  parentage  ;  of  the  love 
and  condefcenfion  of  my  Lord  the  King.  I  told  him 
a  fweet  expreffion  of  my  Lord's,  which  he  fpake 
when  he  firft  wooed  me,  namely,  that  many  daughters 
had  done  virtuoujly,  but  1  excelled  them  all  (a). 

Further,  I  told  him  how  I  had  at  firft  doubted  of 
my  King's  difcriminating  love,  and  the  fweet  pro- 
mife  I  met  with  from  his  precious  lips,  which  to  this 
day  ftands  on  record  in  our  marriage  covenant  : 
"  I  will  betroth  thee  to  me  for,  ever ;  yea,  I  will  betroth 
thee  unto  me  in  right  eoufnefs,  dud  in  judgment,  and  in  lov- 
ing-kindnefs,  and  in  mercies*  I  ivi 11  even  betroth  thee  unto 
me  infalthfulnefs,  and  thoujlialt  know  the  King(b)  ;"  and 

that  other  fweet  word — "  j"  hate  putting  azvay." 

Mofes,  faid  he,  allowed  of  divorce,  becaufe  of  hard 
hearts ;  but  I  allow  of  none,  nor  was  it  fo  from  the  be* 
ginning,  nor  ever  lhall  be  by  this  covenant. 

I  alfo  told  him  how  my  King's  Father  approved  of 
the  match,  and  made  it  between  us  (c).  I  jhewed 
him  my  Crown  Royal  (d),  my  imputed  robe,  or  wedding 
garment  (e)  ;  my  fiomacher  (/)  and  girdle  (g),  my  ring 
alfo>h);  my  Jhoes  (/),  my  ear 'bobs  (k),  my  brace- 
lets (I),   my  fignet  (ni),  and  all  my  jewels  (n)-,  and 

(a)    Prov.  x:-;"i.   29.  (b)  Hof.  ii.    19,   20. 

(cj   Matt,  xxii  2.  (//)  Pfalm  cviii.  4. 

(e)   Matt.  xxii.  11.  (/)  Eph.  vi.  14. 

(g)   Ifaiah  v.  27.  (^)Lukexv.  22. 

(/')   Eph.  vi.    15.  (k)  Ezek.  xvi.  12. 

(/)   Ezck.  xvi.  11.  (m)  Haggai  n.  2y 
(;.)  Ifaiah  Ixi.  10. 
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Iced  very  much  to  him  of  my  King's  kindnefs  and 
love;  at  which  his  countenance  feQ,)  his  jaw  quivered, 

and  his  knees  fhook  with  malice  : — Burfting  out  into 
a  rage,  he  told  me,  my  King  loved  concubines,  harlots, 

ants,  and  rebels,  as  well  as  I ;  and  as  for  my  wed- 
ding robe,  it  was  imp:  sufe; — all  my  attire 
might  be  taken  from  me,  and  my  fhoes  too ;  and 
as  for  my  ring,  jewels,  bracelets,  and  trinkets,  I 
might  be  dripped  of  them  all ;  receive  a  final  di- 
vorce, and  be  fliut  up  in  eternal  baniftiment. — »And 
the  words  which  my  huifcaiid  the  King  has  faid  againft 
fuch  harlots  as  this  prifoner  contended  for,  he  per- 
verted, and  turned  againft  me,  in  the  heat  of  paf- 
fion. — Tell  me  no  more,  faid  he,  of  your  hufband's 
love  ; — I  have  known  him  divorce  many,  after  he 
has  chatted  and  wedded  them ;  yea,  and  ftrip  them 
loo  ;  infomuch,  that,  inftead  of  a  fzveet  fmell,  there 
was  zjlink  ;  and  inftead  of  the  girdle  of  truth,  a  rent ; 
and  inftead  of  zvell-Jet  hair,  baldnejs  ;  and  inftead  of  a 
Jiomacher,  a  girding  of  fackdoth  ;  and  bur?:: 
beauty  (a) : — Yea,  he  told  me,  in  plain  word 
might  lofe  all   my  dignity,  perifh  for  ever,  and  be 

ted  after  all. 

I  told  him  the  immenfe  fum  my  King  paid  for  me, 

to  redeem  me  out  of  debt ;  and  that  he  died  for  my 

in  order  to  bring  about  this  glorious  match. — ■ 

To  which  he  ani  there   were  many  in  hell  for 

whom   he   died,  and    many    in  hell  whom  he   had 

(rt)     | 
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wedded;  and  that   my  marriage   covenant,  and 
King's  difcriminating  love,  were  nothing  but  a  horri- 
ble decree : — And  further,  that  Jezebel  the  witch,  and 
Babylon  the  harlot,  were  as  dear  to  the  King  as  I ;  and 
then  went  off  with  his  fallen  countenance. 

When  he  was  gone,  I  found  fuch  fear,  darknefs, 
trouble,  and  anguiih,  as  is  inexpreffible ; — I  doubt- 
ed of  the  faichfulnefs  and  love  of  my  Lord  the  King, 
and  Jlaggered  in  my  confidence  of  his  conftancy  ;  for  I 
knew  if  he  made  my  marriage  void,  he  would  break 
through  two  covenants ;  appear  falfe  to  me,  and  a 
deceiver ;  and  if  he  divorced  me,  and  married  ano- 
ther, he  would  commit  adultery; — if  he  loved  alias 
well  as  me,  he  wds  no  hufband  at  all  in  heart ;  and 
if  he  married  more  than  one,  he  would  be  a  Polyga- 
rhift. — But  furely  there  is  no  unrighteoufnefs  in  my  King  ; 
!No,  far  be  it  from  kirn  that  he  fliould  do  iniquity,  or  give 
me  room  to  enter  into  ;nt  with  him  (a).     How- 

ever, my  thoughts  were  hard  of  him;  my  fpirit  rofe 
againft  him  ;  and  jealoufy,  more  cruel  than  the  grave, 
pofleffedmy  foul:  Finding  this  cruel  fufpicion  ofmyv 
Lord's  love  to  my  foul,  I  could  not  help  fliewing  it; 
I  adted,  in  effedt,  as  Vafhti  did,  in  heart  I  withftood 
the  King's  decree. 

My  King  feeing  this,  took  little  notice  of  me  ; 
frowned  on  me,  and  ieldom  fpake  to  me ;  which  ra- 
ther appeared  to  confirm  the  priibner's  words,  and 
added  much  to  my  grief  $  efpecially  the  thoughts  of 

(#)   Job  xxxiv.   10.   23. 
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everlafting  fhame,  which  would  attend  one  of  < 
my  rank,  when  degraded,  divorced,   and  b 
together  with   the  reflection  of  all  thole  fweet  hours 
which  I  have  enjoyed  with  my  Lord  the  King  ; 
of  another  woman   appearing  for  ever  in  his  pre- 
fence,  and  in  my  place  and  dignity. — Oh,  faid  I,  if 
this  could  be  the  cafe,  my  fleeting  days  would  drag 
heavily  on  ;  my  life  hang  in  doubt  before  me,  and  my 
foul  would  be  racked  with  perpetual  ./ ;— and, 

even  in  eternal  hanifhment,  I  fhould  curfe  and  blaf- 
pherr  -reateft  name,  the  faireft  perfonage,  the 

fweeteit,  ind  tendereft  companion,  that  ever  the  hea- 
vens revealed,  or  a  created  fpirit  enjoyed. 

Being  thus  in  the  injured  lovers'  hell,  Jkk  at  heart 
of  love,  yet  racked  with    crad  jealoufy,  I  arofe, 
ofFn  loth,  and,  in  the  words  of  one  d 

faid,  1  zv <ll  go  in, 

r'jh.  I penjh.     As  foon   as  I  faw  him  on  the  thr 
:'d,  with  a  fweet   fir 

i  (p).  That  foft  zvord  b 
all  my  bones  {b) — I  fwooned  and  drc 

faid,  arift  my  fm  :  (c)  ;  b 

fwcred,  heal  tie  bo;::>  .  broken  (d).     He 

ered|  blcjfed  is /he  thai 

I  have  told  her  (e)  i  ja&     to-day  (f)  f 
Have  I  not  given  Egypt  fat  thy 

(a)   Luke  xii.   52.  .  1  g, 

{c)  10. 

I  Lukei.  45.  [f)  Gen.  40,  7. 
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Tea,  Ethiopia,  Sheba,  and  Seba  for  thee ;  becaufe  thou 
haji  been  precious  in  my  fight,  and  1  have  loved  thee  (a)  ; 
and  though  I  have  three/core  Queens  and  four/core  concu- 
bines, and  virgins  without  number,  yet  my  undefiled  is  but 
one ;  (lie  is  the  choice,  or  chofen  one  of  her  heavenly 
mother  (b). 

Thefe  words  ffrengthened  me  ;  I  arofe,  went  to 
him,  and  he  held  out  the  fceptre,  and  again  aflced 
what  I  requefted  ;  I  touched  it,  and  faid,  thy  everlq/i- 
ing  felf,  I  beg  to  be  given  me  at  my  petition,  and  to 
leave  thee  as  a  portion  to  all  my  daughters  when  I  die, 
at  my  reque/i  {c).  He  faid,  it  is  done  ;  I  will  blefs  him  that 
bleffeth  thee,  and  eurfe  him  that  curfeth  thee  (d).  He 
then  afked,  who  had  been  making  the  heart  of  his 
dove  fad,  whom  he  had  not  made  fad.  The  Queen 
laid,  the  enemy  is  this  wicked  Universal  Charity; 
furely,  if  he  had  brought  me  to  blafpheme  my  Lord 
the  King's  name,  he  could  never  have  countervailed  vy 
King's  damage. 

I  permit  fuch  to  try  thy  love,  faid  the  King  ;  but 
juftice  fhall  take  hold  of  him,  and  thou  fhalt  appear  a 
witnefs  for  me  againft  him.  No  weapon  that  is  formed 
againfx  thee  fhall  profper,  and  every  tongue  that  fhall  rife 
againft  thee  in  judgment,  thou  flialt  condemn ;  this  is  thy 
heritage,  and  thy  righteoufnefs  is  of  me,  faith  the  King  (e) . 

When  the  prifoner  heard  this,  he  put  a  bribe  into 
the  hand  of  Carnal  Reafon,  his  counfellor,  to  plead 


(a)   Ifaiah  xliii.  44,  (h)   Cant.  vi.  9. 

(c)  Eflher  v.  3.  id)  Numb,  xxiir.  9. 

(f)  Ifaiah  livr  17. 
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for  him  ;  but  Reafon  whifperingly  replied,  flie  is  of 
the  feed  royal,  and  thou  JJjalt  furely  fall  before  her  (a)  ; 
and  Confcience  faid  the  lame. 

Then  faid  the  Judge  to  the  Queen  : 

Judge.  His  offence  is  fuch  a  complication  of  fptri* 
tual  crimes,  committed  againft  your  Majejly,  as  never 
have  been  brought  into  any  court  before, 

Queen*  I  have  uttered  nothing  but  the  truth,  my 
Lord. 

Judge.  None  doubts  your  Majefty  *s  veracity  (b)+ 
So  her  Majefty  withdrew ;  and  the  virgin,  the  daughter 
of  Zicn,  who  came  with  her,  defpifed  himy  Jhook  her 
head  at  him,  and  laughed  him  to  forn(c). 

Clerk.  Cryer,  tell  Mr.  Free-man  to  ftand  forth, 
and  give  in  his  evidence. 

Judge.  Mr.  Free-man,  the  King's  witnefs,  da 
you  know  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  r — Yes,  my  Lord, 
I  know  him  ;  his  name  is  Love-Self,  alias  Univer- 
sal Charity. 

Judge.     What  do  you  know  againft  him  ? 

Free-man.  Many  things,  my  Lord. — I  was  once 
in  company  with  him,  and  I  was  fpcaking  to  him  of 
the  amazing  grace  of  our  fovercign  Lord  the  King, 
and  telling  him,  what  a  dreadful  debt  I  had  former- 
ly contracted  with  his  Majefty,  and  my  inability  to 
pay  one  mite  (d).  I  alfo  told  him  of  an  aweful  aft 
of  rebellion,  which  I  had  been  guilty  of  in  my  giddy 

(a)   Either  vi.  13.  (b)  Ifaiah  lxiii.  S. 

(r)  .22.  (d)  Lukfl  vii.  42. 

I  3  youth, 


(     "8     ) 

youth  (a),  and  of  my  long  imprifonment  for  it  (£)* 
I  told'  him  alfo,  of  my  being  brought  in  chains  to 
the  court ;  and  of  the  juft  fentence  that  was  paffed  on 
me  for  my  abominable  crimes,  being  found  guilty  (c)  ; 
and  alfo  how  I  was  put  into  the  dungeon,  or  pit  of 
the  goal,  where  the  law  allowed  none,  under  fentence 
of  death,  fo  much  as  a  draught  of  water  (d).     I  alfo 

vtold  him,  I  had  petitioned  his  Majefty,  with  many 
tears,  to  be  propitious  to  me  ;  but  I  had  little  hope 
of  fucceeding ;  for  I  knew  juftice,  with  his  flaming 
fVvord,  kept  the  key,  and  flood  porter  at  the  prifon 
door. — Having  lain  long  in  this  dreadful  dungeon, 
without  a  goal-allowance  ;  finking  perpetually  in  the 
mire;  flicking  faft,  and  crufhed  with  the  intolera- 
ble fentence  of  eternal  death,  I  put  up  another  groan- 
ing petition — 0  bring  my  foul  out  of  prifon,  that  I  may 
prafe  thy  name  ! — O  let  me  not  fink,  nor  let  the  pit 

flout  her  mouth  upon  me  (e)  !  Can  the  dead  prafe 
ihee  (f)  ?  Can  thofe  who  go  down  into  filence  hope  for 
thy  truth  ?  I  could  put  up  thefe  petitions  better  in  the 
dark  dungeon,  than  in  the  light,  becaufe  I  dared  not 
look  up  (g)  ;  though  I  longed  to  turn  my  face  to- 
wards his  holy  temple  (  h)  ;  and,  though  out  of  the 
belly  of  hell  I  cried,  yet  my  prayer  entered  his 
ears  (/'),  and  my   gracious  fovereign  came  to  this 

(a)  Prov.  xvii.   n,  (I.)  Pfalm  lxxxviii.  8. 

(c)  Lam.  iii.  65.  (d)  Zech.  ix.   II. 

(e)  Pfalm  lxix.   14,  15.  (f)  Pfalm  lxxxviii.  10. 

(g)  Luke  xviii.  13.  (k)  Jonah  ii.  4. 
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lion's  den,  and  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  thy  God  is  able 
to  deliver  thee. 

This  word  reached  my  very  heart ;  he  entered  the 
prifon,  and  came  to  the  door  of  the  dungeon  (a), 
and  put  his  finger  in  by  the  hole  of  the  door  (&),  and 
wrote  fomething  on  my  fpirit  (c)  ;  my  foul  melted 
like  wax  before  the  flame,  under  the  impreflion  ;  and 
I  received  it  fo  deep,  it  was  as  if  it  had  been  done 
with  an  iron  pen  and  lead,  in  the  rock  for  ever  (d)  ;  and 
foon  a  light  Ihined  into  the  prifon  (e)  :  I  ran  to  it,  in 
order  to  read  the  writing,  and  it  was  written  thus  : — - 
Having  nothing  to  pay,  I  frankly  forgive  thee  all  (f)  ; 
I  have  blotted  out  thy  debt  as  a  cloud,  and  will  re- 
member it  no  more  for  ever  (g)  :  And  at  the  bottom  of 
the  receipt  there  was  the  name  of  my  creditor, 
and  the  name  of  his  residence;  and,  as  I  could 
not  well  underftand  it,  I  heard  a  voice,  faying,  I 
have  wrote  on  him  the  name  of  my  God,  and  the 
name  of  the  city  of  my  God  (h).  The  name  of  my 
creditor  was  Love  (i),  and  the  name  of  the  city 
Righteousness  and  Peace  (k). 

Although  this  yielded  me  much  comfort,  yet  Juf- 
tice  the  porter,  (landing  at  the  door  with  his  flaming 
fword,  made  me  mix  my  joy  with  trembling  (I)  ;  how 

(a)   Job  xxxviii.  17.  (h)   Cant.  v.   4. 

(c)  Jer.  xxxi,  11.  (d)  Job  xix.  23,  24. 

(e)   Luke  i.   79.  (f)  Luke  vii.   42. 

Ifa'mli  xliv.  22.  (h)   Rev.  iii.  13. 

(!)  1  Jot*  i.  S.  (k)  Heb.  vii.  2. 
(I)  Tialm  ii.  11. 
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I  Ihould  pafs  him,  or  go  by  him,  I  knew  not ;  but 
this  fear  was  removed,  for  the  King  came  to  the  door 
himfelf,  and  faid,  J  proclaim  deliverance  to  the  captive, 
and  the  opening  of  the  prifon  doors  to  them  that  are  bound, 
for  this  is  the  acceptable  year  (or  Jubilee)  of  the  Lord  (a)* 
The  porter  turned  the  key,  and  the  lock  flew  back 
with  fuch  violence,  that  the  foundations  of  the  pri- 
fon fliook ;  and  many  in  the  infernal  regions  were 
alarmed,  and  armed  themfelves  with  indignation, 
knowing  the  prifoner  was  gone. 

When  I  came  up  out  of  the  horrible  pit,  and  had 
juft  pafled  through  the  door-way,  how  was  my  foul 
furprized  !  Juftice,  the  porter,  had  put  his  fword  into 
its  fcabbard  ;  the  flame  that  waved  on  it  was  quench- 
ed (b)  ;  his  terrible  brow  fweetly  fmiled  on  me  ;  and, 
as  I  held  the  King  by  his  robes,  Juftice  faid  to  him, 
by  the  blood  of  thy  covenant  1  have  fent  forth  the  pri- 
foner out  of  the  pit,  w  'as  7}0  water  (c)  ;  and  then 
the   porter  looked  at  me,  and,  fmiling,  faid,  lam 
faithful  a::d  juft  to  forgive  thee  thy  fins ,  and  to  cleanfe 
thee  from  all  unrighteovfncfs  (d).     I  had  let  go  the  fkirt 
of  my  king's  robe  ;  the  porter  took  notice  of  it,  and, 
pointing  with  his  finger  to  the  King,  faid,  turn  to  the 
firong  hold,  ye  prifoner  of  hope  (e)  ;  for  I  was  not  as  yet 
out  of  the  prifon,  though  out  of  the  horrible  pit.    So 
the  porter  pafled  along  the  valley  of  Death's  fhadow, 
before  the  King,  to  open  the  outer  door ;  and  I  got 

fa)  Luke  1  v.   iS,  19,  (0)  Gen.  in.  24.    Zech.  xiii.  *}• 

(c)  Zech.ix.  11.  (d)    1  John  1.  9. 

Zech.  ix.  12.    Nahum  i.  7. 
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faft  hold  of  the  King's  fkirt  (j).     Then    faid   the 

King,  I  am  the  g  '  crd,  II  -,  and  am 

:.     My  fieep  hear  ce,  and  to  me  the 

:   1  call  my  /beep  by  name,  and  lead  them 

out  (c).     Then  faid  the  King  to  me,  I  have  revoked 

thy  fentence ;  thou  art  pafled  from  the  fentence  of 

death,  to  life,  and  Jhall  never  mere  come  into  cmdemna* 

turn  fdj.     I  give  My  feep  everlajling  life,  and  they  JJiall 

r  perjfli,  neither  f/sall  any  pluck  them  out  of  my  hands — » 

he  that  believeth  hath  everla/iing  life  (e). 

Then  faid  I,  but  am  I  exempt  from  imprifonment 
for  ever  ?  To  which  he  anfwered,  the  Son  hath  made 
you  free,  and  you  are  free  indeed  (f)  ;  and,  as  a  proof  of 
it,  I  give  this  white  Jione  (g) ;  and  that  which  is 
written  on  it  is,  justified  freely  by  Grace. 
This  I  give  thee  as  a  witnefs,  and  it  mull  be  fet  up 
in  thy  conference  (h)  ;  and  on  this  fpot  of  ground  thou 
mu ft  fet  up  a  witnefs  for  me,  that  I  may  hereafter 
remind  thee  of  thy  prefent  love  to  me.  If  ever 
thou  fhouldeft  get  cold,  I  fhall  tell  thee  to  come  to 
this  Bethel,  where  thou  anointedft  the  pillar:  I  like* 
wife,  (as  a  proof  that  thou  haft  overcome  me  by  faith 
and  prayer,  and  taken  my  kingdom  by  force)  give 
thee  a  new  name,  which  none  know,  but  them  that 
receive  it  (/)  ;  it  is  the  name  of  Ifrael  (k)  :  Jacob  ob* 

(a)   Zech.  viii.  23.  (b)  John  x.   3. 

(c)  John  x,  3.  (J)  Johnv.  24. 

(e)  Johniii.  36.  (f)  John  viii.  56, 

(g)   Rev.  H.  17.  (/,)  1  Johnv,  10. 
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•  tained  it,  by  prevailing  with  God  and  Man  (a),  and 
I  give  it  to  every  overcorner  (b),  as  an  everlajiing  name, 
never  to  be  cut  off(c). 

Having  mentioned  thefe  things  to  the  prifoner,  my 
Lord,  he  told  me  I  might  fall  from  this  free  grace 
and  favour  of  my  King  ;  and  further,  that  I  might 
be  taken  again  by  the  porter;  feel  the  dreadful 
fword,  which  I  thought  to  have  been  fheathed  ;  be 
cut  afunder  with  it  as  an  unprofitable  fervant,  and  be 
imprifoned  again  till  I  could  pay  the  uttermoft  mite. 
I  credited  this  faife  report,  and  fancied  I  faw  the 
porter  purfuing  me  with  his  drawn  fword,  and  rigo- 
rous brow,  as  before ;  llavifh  fear  took  hold  of  me, 
and  I  was  entangled  in  the  yoke  of  bondage  (dj. 

Many  witnefies,  who  told  me  I  was  a  freeman  for 
ever,  I  withftood,  and  called  their  teftimony  an  idle 
tale(e)  ;  and  faid,  in  my  hafte,  all  men  are  liars ;  and 
I  told  the  King  that  his  promife  failed,  and  that  he 
had  forgotten  to  be  gracious.  Thus  Mr.  Univerfal 
Charity  fet  up  my  infirmities  as  a  ftandard  of  truth  ; 
and  by  the  force  of  his  arguments  I  was  overcome, 
and  by  him  brought  unjuftly  into  bondage,  or  falfe 
imprifonment ;  where  I  lay,  till  my  King  fent  a  re- 
prieve the  fecond  time  ;  ancf  told  me  Univerfal  Cha- 
rity had  taught  rebellion  againft  him  (f),  and  fpoken 
lies  in  his  name(g),  and  a  falfe  vifion  out  of  his  own 

(a)  Gen.  xxxii.  28.  (0)  Rev.  ii.   17. 

(c)  Ifaiah  Ivi.   5.  (d)   Peter  ii.  19. 

(e)  Lukexxiv.  11.  (f)  Jer.  xxviii,   16, 
(g)  Jer.  xiv,   14. 
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heart ;  and  that  he  ran  of  his  own  head,  but  I  fent 
him  not ;  and  this  is  what  I  know  of  him,  my  Lord. 

Then  faid  the  Judge,  You  2re  fure  this  is  all 
true  ? 

Free-man.  Yes,  my  Lord,  I  fhall  have  caufe  ever 
to  remember  it  to  my  forrow  ;  it  is  truth,  and  nothing 
elfe  but  the  truth,  my  Lord  ;  and  I  have  no  more 
to  fay. 

Judge.  Tell  Mr.  Adoption,  the  King's  witnefs, 
to  ftand  forth,  and  give  his  evidence  againft  the  pri- 
foner  at  the  bar. 

Then  faid  the  Judge,  Mr.  Adoption,  the  King's 
witnefs  againft  the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  do  you  know 
him  ? 

Adoption.     Yes,  my  Lord. 

Judge.    What  is  his  name  ? 

Adoption.  His  name  is  Love-Self,  but  fome  call 
call  him  Universal  Charity  ;  however,  I  know 
him  well. 

Judge.  You  have  heard  his  indictment ;  is  he 
guilty  or  not  ? 

Adoption.  It  appears  neceflary  to  acquaint  your 
Lordfhip  the  way  in  which  I  firft  became  acquainted 
with  him,  that  my  evidence  may  appear  the  more 
plain  and  forcible.  My  firft  Father  was  heir  to  a 
vaft  eftate  that  was  given  him  by  divine  donation. 
Honour  was  laid  upon  him  (a),  and  excellent  Ma- 
jefty  given  him  ;  but  he  was  to  hold  his  eftate  and 

(rt)   Pfalm  ::!!::.   12% 
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dignity  upon  certain  conditions  of  honefty  (a).  He 
being  led  away  by  his  Wife,  who  had  been  deceived 
by  an  old  outlawed  Dragon,  who  had  rebelled  againft 
his  Sovereign,  and  loft  his  own  habitation ;  this  evil 
one  led  my  father  through  the  bounds  of  honefty,  and 
brought  him  to  rob  the  garden,  and  Ileal  the  fruit  of 
his  bountiful  benefactor.  This  he  did  to  his  coft, 
and  found  the  words  of  wifdom  true,  that  as  he  dig- 
ged a  pit,  he  fell  into  it ;  and  as  he  followed  the 
ferpent  through  the  hedge,  the  ferpent  bit  him(b). 

My  father  not  continuing  in  honour,  became  like 
the  ferpent  that  bit  him  ;  and  all  his  children  are  by 
fin  a  generation  offerpents.  However,  he  loft  his  ho- 
nour, his  eftate,  and,  what  is  (till  worfe,  the  favour 
of  his  moft*  bountiful  benefadtor ;  was  expelled  the 
prefence  of  his  Sovereign,  and  fell  under  his  juft  dif- 
pleafure  and  heavy  fentence  (c)  ;  banifhed  from  the 
garden,  and  left  to  wander  in  a  folitary  way.  I,  my 
Lord,  being  one  of  this  thief's  children,  wandered 
near  thirty  years  in  a  wafte  howling  wildernefs,  and 
found  no  city  of  habitation;  but  at  laft  I  was  informed 
by  a  voice  from  one,  whom  no  eye  ever  law,  that 
the  Sou  and  Heir  of  my  Father's,  Lord,  and  So- 
vereign was  appointed  to  difpenfe  life  and  favour,  in 
his  Farters  name,  to  fome  of  the  family  of  my  poor 
diflioneft  parents ;  and  I  was  determined  to  make  my 
cafe  known  unto  him  by  a  petition,  let  come  on  me 


(a)  Gen.  ii.  17.  (£)  Eceief.  x.  8. 

(c)  Rom,  v.  iS. 
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what  would.  So  I  covered  my  face  in  token  of  guilt, 
rofe  up  from  my  dunghill  in  hafte,  and  let  my  requeft 
be  made  knozvn  unto  him. 

I  got  his  ear  ;  he  flood  ftill,  liftened  to  my  voice, 
and  afked  what  he  fhould  do  for  me.  I  told  my  cafe 
to  him,  and  begged  to  be  made  one  of  his  hired  fer- 
vants.  He  fmiled  fweetly  on  me,  and  faid,  thou  wert 
loft  9  and  art  found ;  I  came  into  this  wildernefs  to  feek 
end  tofave  that  which  zvas  left.  Thou  haft  found  grace 
in  my  fight;  I  know  thee  by  name;  I  am  come  to 
take  the  prey  from  the  mighty,  and  to  deliver  the 
lawful  captives  ;  thou  art  a  fon  by  thy  faith,  an  heir 
of  my  Father,  and  a  joint  heir  with  me  :  Believe  the 
truth,  my  word  is  truth  ;  heaven  and  earth  fhall  pafs, 
before  my  word  fail.  Thy  inheritance  is  for  ever; 
and  as  a  pledge,  to  allure  thee  thereof,  take  this  kid 
and  make  merry  with  thy  friends,  and  feed  it  befide 
the  fhepherds'  tents. 

Seeing  him  going  to  depart,  I  faid  let  me  go  v 
thee,  left  I  lofe  my  way  in  this  wildernefs.     He  an* 
fvvered  me,  and  faid,  thou  canft  not  follow  me  nt 
But  I  faid,  O  Lord,  take  me,  left  ibme  evilbeafl 
vour  me.     And  he  faid,  I  have  made  e  a  cove- 

nant g/ peace,  and  I  will  caufe  the  evil  beads  to  ceafe 
out  of  the  land,  and  thou  fhalt  dwell  fafely   in 
wildernefs,  and  fleep  in  the  woods  (a).     I   c: 
again,  O  let  me  fallow  thee,  wh 
from  the  footfteps  of  thy  companions  (b)  ?     But  he 

(a)  Ex  ;;.  Song  i.  7. 
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afcfwered,  go  thy  way  forth  by  the  footfteps  of  the 
flock,  and  feed  thy  kid  befide  the  JJiepherds9  tents  (a) ; 
there,  faid  he,  I  caufe  my  flocks  to  reft  at  noon  j 
there  is  goat's  milk  enough  for  the  kid  (b)>  and  ftrong 
meat  for  thee,  and  wine  too  for  thofe  who  are  of  an 
heavy  heart. 

As  foon  as  the  gracious  Lord  had  left  me,  there 
came  a  man  by  me,  with  his  hair  oiled,  and  parted 
on  the  crown,  with  a  dejedted*  countenance,  and 
words  fmoother  than  oil ;  I*told  him  of  the  kind 
providence  I  had  met  with,  the.  mufic  I  had  heard, 
and  ftiewed  him  the  kid  I  had.r£eeive4  ;  and  farther, 
I  enquired  for  the  fhepherds'  tents-  to  feed  it  at.  He 
feemed  to  fret  inwardly  about  the  kid  znd  rnujic,  all  the 
reft  he  underftood,  but  a  kidji€  had  never  received, 
.  nor  had  been  fo  indulged  as  to  make  merry  with  his 
friends  (c)  ;  he  told  me  alfo,  that  there  was  one  fhep- 
herd,  who  was  an  infallible  feeder,  and  he  had  others 
under  him  ;  but  all  befide  him,  and  his,  ran  before 
they  were  fent.  So  I  followed  him,  thinking  it  a 
kind  providence  to  meet  with  fuch  a  diredor,  not 
confiSering  what  he  was ;  but  when  I  came  to  the 
tent,  and  flood  a  minute  at  the  door,  I  heard  one 
man  fay  to  another,  Mr.  Hypocrify,  with  his  Naza- 
ritifh  head  and  fair  fpeeches,  has  beguiled  the  heart 
of  that  green  countryman  :  He  is  gone  after  this  har- 
lot as  an  ox  to  ihejlaughter,  or  as  a  fool  to  the  correction 
of  the  Jlocks ;  and  there  he  will  ftay  till  a  dart  Jlrike 


(a)   Seng  i.  8. 

(£)  Prov,  xxv ii.  27. 

(<)  Luke  xv'.   29. 

throicg 

(     «7     ) 

bis  liver  (a) ;  and  then  perhaps  he  may  efcape 
as  a  u'ird  horn  the  hand  of  this  fowler  (b). 

Thefe  words  made  me  all  eves  and  ears ;  fo  when 
the  old  ihepherd  appeared,  I  I   him   my   kid  : 

He  looked  very  grim  at  it;    I   told  him  I  was  come 

ater  and  feed  it  at  his  tent.  He  faid  it  was  one 
of  lean  kind.  As  I  flood  by  the  window,  and  looked 
through,  I  faw  the  river  of  life  glide  by  as  clear  as 
cryftal,  and  likevviie  the  fiill  waters  of 'comfort.  The 
river  being  at  fome  dift&nce  from  the  tent,  he  fent  one 
of  his  fervants  to  the  river  to  fetch  water  ;  and  I  faw 
him  put  on  a  pair  of  fhoes,  made  by  one  Mr.  Tradi- 
tions ;  and  he  jumped  into  the  river,  and  fouled  the 
water  with  his  feet,  and  then  gave  it  to  the  kid,  thick 
and  muddy  z%  it  w?<  ;  and  as  for  the  green  paiiure, 
he  trampled  upon  it,  before  he  gave  the  kid  s 
Then  came  to  my  mind  this  paffage  :  "  Seemeth  it 
a  fmall  thing  unto  you,  to  hare  eaten  up  the  good 
pafture,  but  you  mult  tread  down  with  your  feet  the 
refidue  of  your  paltures  ?  and  to  have  drank  of  the 
deep  waters,  but  you  muji  foul  the  refidue  u 
feet(c)." 

All  this   I  obferved,    and  treafured    it   up   in   I 
heart ;  agd  to  try  him  farther,   I  afked  if  my  Lord's 

a  were  committed   to  bis  ca  faid  yes, 

to  my  care.     Then  I  afked  if  he  had  got  the 
the  larder  and  wine  cellar  \  he  anfwe 

y  thing  elfe.     I  afked  him  to  give  me   a   little 

(a)  Prov.  vii.  23.  (b)  Pro?,  vi.  5. 

(c)  xiv.   i3. 

tune 


C   ***    ) 

ivine  that  wasjirong  (a)>  fome  well  refined,  wines  on  th* 
lees  well  refined ;  fuch  as  my  bountiful  Lord  allowed  t 
I  begged  it  might  be  old,  for  I  told  him  I  had  no 
defire  of  new,  I  thought  the  old  was  better  (b). — i 
This  pert  talk  of  mine  did  not  feem  to  pleafe  the 
hypocritical  hoft  very  well;  however,  he  went  to  the 
cellar,  but  I  perceived  he  had  loft  the  key  of  know- 
ledge (c),  fo  he  could  not  enter  in  himfclf;  and  I  that 
was  going,  he  hindered  for  a  time  (d) ;  however,  he 
brought  me  up  a  little  drop  of  mixture  and  gave  me, 
but  not  fufficient  to  make  me  forget  my  poverty,  nor 
my  mifery  (e).  Then  came  this  paffage  to  my  mind 
ivith  power — a  T*ky  wine  is  mixed  with  water  (f)" 

I  afked  him  if  he  had  any  provifions,  fuch  as  the 
fcriptures  called  good;  things  full  of  marrow  and  fat- 
nefs.  He  faid  yes ;  but,  when  it  came  to  table,  it 
was  nothing  but  hujks,  fuch  as  he  fed  the  fwine 
with  (g).  I  fain  would  have  filled  my  belly  with 
it,  but  could  not.  O,  faid  I,  how  many  hired  fervants 
hath  my  Father,  zvho  have  bread  enough,  and  to  fpare,  but 
Iperijh  with  hunger :  my  leannefs,  my  leannefs,  woe  unto 
vie  ! 

This  poor  way  of  living  brought  many  diforders 
on  me,  and  I  loathed  the  light  food  of  t^s  houfe. 
Belide,  all  my  food  here  muft  be  paid  for  ;  I  muft  ei- 
ther pay  it  in  cqfk>  or  in  labour;  that  is,  I  muft  per* 

(a)  Prov.  xxxi.  6.  (b)  Luke  v.  39. 

(c)   Luke  xi.  52.  (d)  Ibid. 

(e)   Prov.  xxxi.  7,  (f)  Ifaiah  i.  22. 

(g)  Luke  xv.  16, 
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form  certain  conditions ;  there  was  nothing  to  be  tiac! 
Without  money,  nor  without  price  (a).  So  I  took  my 
final  leave  of  him,  finding  him  an  unfaithful  ftew- 
ard  (£),  or  rather  a  tajk-mqfter.  Experiencing  a  fe- 
Vere  hungering  and  thirfting  after  Rigbteoufnefs,  I  went 
With  my  complaints  to  my  mod  gracious  Lord  the 
King,  and  he  told  me  he  would  not  fuffer  the  fouls 
of  the  righteous  to  famifh.  I  told  him  I  could  not 
feed  at  the  tent.  He  told  me  they  had  made  the 
commandment  of  God  of  none  effedt  by  their  tradi- 
tions ;  and,  farther,  he  told  me  to  beware  of  the  doc- 
trines of  the  Pharifees,  which  are  hypocrify.  From  that 
time  I  faw  through  this  Hoft  effectually  ;  and  I  think 
he  adted  worfe  with  my  Matter's  keys,  than  Judas 
did  with  his  bag ;  for,  though  Judas  was  a  thief,  and 
bore  the  greateft  part  for  himfelt  that  was  put  therein, 
yet  he  only,  by  his  covetoufnefs,  pinched  the  belly 
of  the  difcipleSj  but  this  Univerfal  Charity,  by  his 
hypocrify ',  wanted  to  ftarve  both  foul  and  body  together. 
And  thusj  my  Lord  Judge,  I  have  declared  all  I 
know,  and  nothing  but  the  truth. 

Then  faid  the  Judge,  you  are  fure  you  faw  him 
foul  the  waters,  and  mix,  or  adulterate  the  wine  ? — 
Yes,  i\yf  Lord  ;  and,  moreover^  my  fovereign  Lord 
and  King  told  me  it  was  mixed;  and  I  am  too  good 
a  judge  of  that  fort  of  liquor  to  be  deceived,  my 
Lord. 

Judge.     Cryer,  tell   Mr.    Predeftination   to   ftand 

(a)   Ifuiah  lv.    i.  (h)  Luke  xvi.   X. 
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forth,  and  give  in  his  evidence  againft  the  prifoner 
at  the  bar. 

Judge.  Mr.  Predeftiriation,  the  King's  witnefs,  da 
you  know  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  ? 

Pre.    Yes,  my  Lord. 

Judge.  You  have  heard  his  indictment ;  what 
fay  you,  is  he  guilty  of  the  things  charged  againft 
him,  or  not  ? 

Pre.  I  fhall  give  your  Lordfhip  my  knowledge  of 
him,  and  how  I  became  acquainted  whh  him  firft, 
and  afterwards  my  evidence,  and  hope  your  Lord- 
fhip will  hear  me  patiently. Be  it  known,  there- 
fore to  your  Lordfhip,  that  my  anceftors  were  peo- 
ple belonging  to  the  feas,  and  had  been  for  many 
years.  They  were  natives  of  Paradife,  a  land  not 
far  from  Mejbpoiamia ;  the  firft  trading  voyage  they 
made,  was  from  the  Cape  of  Good-hope  to  the  city  of 
Dejiruflion,  in  the  land  of  Shinar  ;  but  they  met  with 
a  contrary  wind,  and  were  call:  away,  not  far  from 
the  Fair-havens  (a).  Many  of  the  family  on  board 
were  irrecoverably  loft  (£} ;  and  I  found  the  waters- 
to  overflow  me,  infomuch,  that  all  hope  of  ever  being 
faved  zvas  entirely  taken  away.  But  a  kind  Providence 
put  it  fuddenly  into  my  mind  to  try  to  fwim  ^1  then 
Jpread forth  my  hands,  and  found  I  could  Jzvini,.  tho'  I 
had  never  learnt  (c) ;  and  foon  I  got  my  head  above 
water,  and  drew  near  to  the  land,  where  I  efpied  a 
very  lofty  mountain,  or  hilly  it   is  called  the  ancient 

{a)  Ads  xxvii.  8.  (h)  2  Cor.  iv.  3. 

{c)  Iiaiah  xxv.  1  r. 
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ntaln ;  .upon  the  top  of  it  I  thought  1  faw  a  rock 
over-hang  it  :  I  looked  at  it,  and  perceived  there 
were  private  flairs  to  afcend  by  (a).  So  I  got  one 
foot  on  the  firftj  and  flood  awhile  to  look  about  me  ; 
and  on  the  left  hand  I  faw  fome  hundreds  of  our  fa- 
mily flanding,  partly  in  the  water,  and  partly  out, 
in  a  mod  forlorn  condition  ;  they  had  no  covering, 
but  a  kind  of  net  (jb)9  and  an  old  taA  on  their 
faces  (r)  :  They  appeared  to  (land  in  a  fort  of  chaos, 
part  earth,  and  part  water  ;  and,  above  all  the  reft, 
flood  Univerfal  Charity,  the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  with 
a  fleece  of  fheep's  wool  upon  his  bsck  ;  he  faw  me 
ftand  on  the  crag  of  the  rcck(d),  and  beckoned  to  me 
to  come  to  him,  which  caufed  me  to  halt  between  two 
ions  ;  and,  indeed,  my  mind  was  as  badly  tofled 
as  my  body  had  been  on  the  turbulent  billows  I  had 
juft  c  leaped* 

I  flood  for  fome  time  in  jeopardy,  not  knowing 
which  courfe  to  take — if  I  fell  back,  I  fhould  fink 
in  the  deep — if  I  turned  to  the  left  hand,  I  expe&ed 
to  ftick  in  the  mire — and  if  I  went  forward,  I  I 
this  apparently  infurmountable  hill  to  climb  ; — and, 
finding  my  foot  that  had  hold  cf  the  (bit  wax 
weak,  and  that  knee  to  linger,  I  heard  a  voice, 
faying,  How  long  halt  ye  h  0  opinions  ? — if  I 

be  God,  follow  him,  I  \  ft).     I 

(a)   Song  ii.  14.  ;h  lix.  6. 

(V)   2  Cur.  iii.    14.  .  23, 

[e)    1  Kings  xviii.   22. 
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looked  up,  to  fee  if  I  could  difcovcr  the  perfon  from 
whom  the  voice  came  ;  and,  on  the  top  of  the  moun- 
tain, I  faw  a  beautiful  man,  with  a  cord  in  his  hand; 
and  he  let  it  down  to  me,  faying,  i"  have  drawn  thee 
with  the  cords  of  love,  as  with  the  bands  of  a  man  (a). 
I  faw  it,  but  could  not  take  hold  of  it ;  nor  could  I 
keep  my  eyes  from  looking  at  thofe  who  ftuck  in  the 
mire  !  and,  amongft  all  the  reft,  I  faw  my  wife  and 
poor  children  :  I  cried,  up,  up,  get  you  out  of  that  place  ; 
but  Ifeemed  as  a  mocker  to  them  (b)  :  Then  I  pointed 
to  the  cord,  but  they  could  not  fee  it. 

My  cafe  appeared  now  quite  defperate ;  my  knees 
were  weak  through  falling,  and  on  my  eye-lids  fat  thefloa- 
dow  of  death  (c).  Preiently  I  heard  a  voice,  faying, 
come  up  hither  (d)  ;  but  I  was  fo  feeble  and  fore  broken, 
that  I  could  not  fpeak.  It  came  to  me  the  fecond  time, 
faying,  on  this  mountain  will  I  make  for  you  a  feajl  of  fat 
things  (e).  I  looked  on  the  right  hand,  and  on  the 
left,  to  fee  if  I  could  mend  my  foot-hold,,  without  af- 
cending  the  hill ;  but  there  came  another  voice  to  me, 
faying,  make  thy  calling  and  election  fure,  for  by  doing 
this  thoufJjalt  never  fall  (/).  I  ftill  looked  about  for 
fome  firm  foundation  to  ftand  on,  but  could  find 
none  ;  at  lafl:  there  came  another  voice  to  me,  faying, 
his  foundation  is  in  his  holy  mountain  (g),  and  fee  that 
thou  refufe  not  him  that  fpeaketh  (&). 

(a)    Hof.  xi.  4.  (i)   Gen.  xix.   14. 

(c)  job  xvi.    j 6.  (J)   Rev.  ii,  9. 

(e)  Iiaiah  xxv.  6.  (/)   2  Peter  i.  io« 

(f)  Pfaim  ixxxvii.  r.  (h)  Heb.  xii.  25. 
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I  took  hold  of  the  cord,  and  travelled  up  with 
much  relu&ance,  and  heavinefs  of  heart,  often  giv- 
ing a  look,  with  a  longing  eye,  on  my  wife  and  fa- 
mily, and  others  who  feemed  to  flick  fad  in  the  miry 
clay — yea,  I  fretted,  kicked  againft  the  mountain, 
rebelled  againft  the  founder  of  it,  and  bedewed  with 
many  tears  every  ftep  I  took;  but,  neither  rebellion 
againft  it,  nor  tears  dropped  on  it,  would  in  the  leaft 
foften  it,  or  make  any  irnpreffion  on  it ;  for  the  whole 
was  a  mountain  of  folid  brafs  (a),  and  the  founder  is  of 
one  mind,  and  none  can  turn  him  (b). 

I  had  not  got  above  three  fteps  up  the  ftairs,  when 
a  man  caught  hold  of  my  ikirt,  and  pulled  me  vio- 
lently,  as  if  he  wanted  to  pull  me  down  ;  it  was  this 
UnherfaJ  Charity,  and  he   held  fo  faft  by  my  fkirt, 
that  I  could  not  fhake  him  off — weak  and  feeble  as  I 
was,  I  was  forced  to  drag  him  up  near  the  top  of 
this  lofty  hill,  which  filled  me  with   fuch   rebellion 
againft  the  King,  as  I  am  afhamed  to  mention,     I 
often  looked   back,  and  at  times  wept,  till  my  bow- 
els yearned  within  me.     Then   I  heard  a   dreadful 
voice  founding  in  my  ears,  faying,  he  that  k: 
thcr,  or  Mother,  or  IVife,  or  Children,   cr  his  own  life 
tetter  than  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me ;  and  he  that  puis 
to  the  plough,  and  looks  back,  is  not  fit  for  the  k. 
dom  of  God. 

O,  what  my  foul   felt   here,   there    are   but    few 
know  !  Univerfal  Charity  hanging  at  my  fkirts,  un- 

(/r)   Zech.  vi.  i.  {b)  Job  xxiii.   ij. 
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utterable  rebellion  heaving  in  my  heart,  the  tenon 
of  the  King  food  in  array  again/?  me,  for  looking  back  ; 
the  naufeoufnefs  of  my  own  wounds,  which  I  got  in 
the  wreck  ;  the  weaknefs  of  my  knees,  and  my  hands 
fo  feeble,  I  could  not  hold  the  cord  :  all  thefe  things 
together  quite  bereft  me  of  my  fenfes — and  I  believe 
Nebuchadnezzar,  among  the  beafts  of  the  field,  had 
more  rationality  and  happinefs  than  I  had. 

When  I  came  within  three  or  four  fteps  of  the  top, 
I  fairly  fainted,  for  my  frength  was  fmall  (a).  But  I 
heard  a  voice,  faying  unto  me,  0  my  dove,  that  art  in 
the  cleft  of  the  rock,  in  the  fecret  place  of  the  flairs,  let  me 
hear  thy  voice  (b). — I  anfwered,  Lord  fave,  or  I  pe- 
rijh  (c)  ;  and  immediately  Univerfal  Charity  let  go 
my  fkirts.  Then  I  heard  another  voice,  faying  unto 
me,  Verily  I  fay  unto  you,  there  is  no  man  that  hath  left 
houfe,  or  brethren,  orfifters,  or  father,  or  mother,  or  wife, 
or  children,  or  lands,  for  my  fake  and  the  go] pel's,  but  he 
Jhall  receive  an  hundredfold  now  in  this  time,  houfes,  and 
brethren,  and  fillers,  and  mothers,  and  children,  and 
lands,  with  perfecutions  ;  and,  in  the  world  to  come,  eter- 
nal life  (d). 

Thefe  words  much  (lengthened  me,  fo  I  reached 
the  top  with  more  eafe  than  I  began ;  and  I  looked 
about,  to  fee  what  new  relations  I  was  to  have, 
agreeable  to  the  promife,  but  I  faw  none. — But, 
foon  after,  I  thought  I  faw  dimly  the  form  of  a  hand 

(a)   Prov.  xsiv,   10.  (£)   Song  ii.   14. 

(4)  Lukeviii.  24.  (J)  Marks.  29,  30. 
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put  forth  with  odoriferous  ointment;  I  fmelled  it, 
for  my  fmelling  was  better  than  my  fight  :  Finding 
the  ointment  flick  on  my  eyes,  I  rubbed  it  about, 
and  heard  a  voice,  faying,  Anoint  thine  eyes  zvith  eye- 
falve,  that  thcu  may  eft  fee  (a)  ;  and  foon  I  perceived  a 
thick  fcale,  or  veil,  drop  from  my  mental  fight,  and 
/  koked  out  of  obfeuriiy,  and  out  of  darknefs  (b). 

Now  I  faw  things  clearly,  and  fuch  things  as  no 
mortal  can  relate,  for  they  are  tmfpedkable ,  and  full  of 
gloiy(c).  Then  came  this  ftveet  word  to  my  heart, 
while  I  flood  on  the  top  of  the  mount,  and  I 
deftroy  in  this  mountain  the  face  of  the  covering  caft  over 
all  people,  and  the  vail  that  is  fpread  ever  all  nations  (d)  ; 
and  a  command  went  forth  from  the  King  to  array 
me  in  new  apparel. — So  a  young  man  brought  forth 
the  beft  robe,  a  pair  ofjlioes,  and  a  ring  (e)  :  I  looked 
up  at  him,  and  afked  him  who  he  was ;  and  he  faid, 
Jam  Jofpb  your  brother  (f)  ;  fo  I  found  he  was  one 
of  my  relations. 

There  went  forth  another  command  from  the 
King,  which  was — give  beauty  for  ajhes,  the  oil  of  joy 
fir  mourning,  and  the  garment  of  prafe  for  the  fpirit  of 
nefs(g)*  This  was  brought  by  a  woman;  (o 
flie  put  it  on  me,  and  fmiled,  and  talked  freely  with 
me. — I  afked  after  her  name,  and  flic  faid,  /,  t 
dom,  dwell  zvhh  Prudence,  and  find 

(a)  Rev.  151 .   i3.  {h)   I&iahxxix.  i  8. 

(c)  i  Peter  i.  8.  (,/)    i  .   ;. 

(/•)  Luke  xv.  22.  (/)   Gen.  xlr,  4. 

(^)  Iuiih  lxi.   3. 
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inventions  (a) ;  I  muft  be  to  thee  as  the  loving  bind,  and 
pkafant  roe  (b)  ;  my  breafis  of  confolation  mujl  fatisfy 
thee  at  all  times,  and  thou  mujl  always  be  ravijhed  with 
my  love9  and  not  embrace  the  bofom  of a  fir  anger  (c)  :  So 
I  found  flie  was  my  new  wife  that  was  promifed, 

Prefentlv  after,  there  came  a  young  maiden,  and 
brought  a  belt,  as  I  called  it,  and  put  round  me ; 
I  afked  Wifdom  who  flie  was  ;  flie  told  me  her 
name  was  Virtue  ;  flie  delivered  girdles  to  the  mer* 
chants  (d)  :  And  foon  after  ihe  came  again  with  a  bot- 
tle, or  fljgon  of  wine,  and  faid,  give  flrong  drink  to 
him  that  is  ready  to  perijli,  and  wine  to  him  that  is  of  an 
heavy  heart ;  let  him  drink,  and  forget  his  poverty,  ami 
remember  his  mifery  no  more  (<?). 

When  I  had  tafted  this  wine,  I  was  fo  intoxicated, 
that  I  forgot  my  old  Father  and  Mother,  Wife, 
Children,  and  all  together.-— Ah,  faid  I,  this  wine 
goes  down  fo  fweetly,  it  is  enough  to  make  the  lips  of  thofe 
who  are  afleep  to  [peak  (/)  /  Then  came  this  fweet 
word  to  me,  "  and  in  this  mountain  jhall  the  Lord  of 
Hojls  make  unto  all  people  a  feaji  of  fat  things,  a  feajl  of 
wines  on  the  lees  ;  of  fat  things  full  of  marrow  ;  of  wines 
on  the  lees  well  refined  (•£)."  So  Wildom  fpread  her 
table  Ji),  and  I  ate  and  drank  till  I  was  like  a  bottle  that 
had  no  vent  (i)  ;  and  Wifdom  entertained  me  with 

(a)   Prov.  viii.  12.  (h)  Prov.  v.   19, 

(c)   Prov.  v.   20.  (d)  Prov.  xxxi.  10.  24* 

(e)   Prov.  xxxi.  6,  7.  (f)  Son'gvii.  9. 

(g)  Ifaiah  xxv.  6.  .(b)   Prov.  ix.  2. 

(;')  Job  xxxii,  19. 
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knozvledge  of  witty  inventions ;  but  I  fhali  never  be  able 
to  relate  them  all.  Being  filled  with  wine,  I  got  up, 
and  a  young  woman  came  to  me,  and  afked  me  to 
walk  abroad  with  her  ;  (o  I  went  to  the  edge  of  the 
mountain  with  her,  and  ihe  pointed  right  acrofs,  and 
fhewed  me  another  hill,  rather  higher  than  that  on 
which  I  flood;  and  told  me,  that  hill  and  this  had 
but  one  foundation  ;  and  Ihe  pointed  down  to  it,  and 
I  faw  it,  and  afked  what  the  foundation  was ;  and 
ihe  told  me,  the  bafe  was  the  Sovereign  power  of 
the  Eternal  God — he  reared  thofe  mounts  in  elect- 
ing and  everlafting  love  to  poor  finners ;  and  his 
faithfulnefs  and  truth  will  keep  them  firm  for  ever, — 
O,  faid  I,  my  mountain  Jlands  fo  Jtrang,  IJliall  never  be 
moved  (a). 

She  pointed  again  acrofs  to  the  oppofite  moun- 
tain, and  afked  me  if  I  faw  a  blaze  go  up  from  the 
top  of  it ;  I  anfwered  yes* — She  pointed  to  a  city 
eftablifhed  thereon,  which  I  faw,  with  her  walls,  gates, 
and  foundations ;  and  I  had  many  fweet  views  of  her 
light  and  glory.  I  afked  her,  if  thofe  were  the  two 
mountains  called  £^/and  Gerizim,  that  we  read  of(b); 
but  fhe  told  me  no  ; — This,  on  which  we  ftand,  is 
Eternal  Eledtion,  or  Abfolute  Predeftination;  called 
by  Moles  an  ancient  mountain,  becaufe  it  was  caft  up 
and  eftablifhed  from  everlafting  ; — and  that  high  hill, 
with  its  fhining  top,  is  Glorification,  which  he  calls 
a  lajiing  bill,  becaufe  it  endures  for  ever.     And  the 

(a)  Plalm  xtcx.  6,  7.  (J)   Du-.t.  xxvii.  |jj  13. 
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feaft  which  thou  haft  here  been  entertained  with,  he 
calls  the  chief  things  of  the  ancient  mountains,  and  is  an 
earneft  of  the  precious  things  of  the  lading  hills  (a). 

Alas  !  faid  I,  how  can  people  fight  fo  defperately 
againft  this  bleiled  hill  ? — Becaufe,  faid  ihe,  they 
never  tailed  the  fwcet  things  of  it ;  they  may  have 
gifts,  and  receive  joy,  but  they  are  fervants  ftill ; 
and  fuch  are  faid  to  receive  joy  by  the  zvayfidey  not 
on  the  mount :  He  that  is  eftablifhed  here,  will 
praife  the  mount,  but  thofe  that  want  to  climb  up  ano- 

\vay>  find  this  mountain  an  impediment,  there- 
fore they  fight  againft  it,  and  fo  do  the  devils  as  well 
as  they  ;  and  there  are  fome  minifters  of  Christ, 
who  have  almoft  forgot  the  feaft  they  once  had  on 
this  mount ; — natural  affections,  and  the  fear  of  man, 
has  brought  a  fnare  on  many ;  and  they  preach  fo  as  to 
obfcure  the  mount,  and  aim  to  pleafe  the  carnal  and 
great,  which  fills  the  houfe  of  God  with  chaff,  and 
occafions  all  the  bloody  perfecutions  that  come  to 
purge  the  foor  from  that  chaff  which  they  have  con- 
tracted together. — God  ufes  the  fan  to  purge  away  the 
chaff;  their  work  is  not  perfect  before  God,  nor  do  they 
declare  his  whole  counfel ;  fuch  fhall  fuffer  lofs  in  their 
minifterial  labours,  and  be  faved  by  fie  themfelves  (b). 
Thefe  men  begin  in  the  Spirit,  but  dwindle  too  much 

the  fiejh  again  (c)  ;  then,  at  their  laft  hours,  they 
are  delivered  up  to  Satan,  for  the  deJiruStion  of  the  feJIo9 

{a)  Deut.  rxxiii.  15.  (£)   1  Cor.  Hi.  i£« 

)  Gal.  ii;.  3, 

that 
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their  Spirits  may  be  purified  in  the  fiery  trial  (a),  and 
faved  in  tie  day  cf  the  Lord  Jefas  (b),  as  Job  was,  for 
the  deftruction  of  felf-righteoufnefs,  and  Peter,  for 
the  deftru&ion  of  felf-confidence. 

Then  fhe  pointed  to  the  fea  which  I  had  lately  ef- 
caped(<:),  and  told  me,  thai  \  fea  was  the  in- 

habitants of  the  world  (d),  and  thole  foaming  bil- 
lows are  ungodlinefs  and  wrong  (e)  ;  and  the  highefl: 
waves  that  dafli  fo  violently  againft  this  mountain,  is 
the  defperate  pride  of  men,  rebelling  againft  God, 
called  by  David  proud  waves  (f).  Then  fhe  pointed 
with  her  finger  toward  the  ocean,  and  afked  if  I  did 
not  fee  a  light,  I  faid  yes,  but  more  fmoke  than 
light,  I  think  : — Yes,  faid  fhe,  that  is  Sinai's  mount, 
or,  in  a  figure,  the  fiery  Lazv  of  God,  thrown  from  his 
right  hand  fgj ;  God  call  it  into  the  fea  when  the  /?- 
cond  trumpet  founded.  The  firft  was  a  jubilee,  but  the 
fecond  founded  for  war  againft  the  people,  who  are 
heirs  of  that  curfe  the  law  reveals  (h)  ;  and  all  the 
wrath  of  the  eternal  God  will  be  found  to  be  in  it ; 
Fury  is  not  in  hi?n9  it  is  in  that  mount  (/). 

In  that  mount  ft  treafured  up  all  the  treafures  cf  h 
i  od  has  referved  againfi  the  day  of  trouble,  again/1 
t fie  day  of  battle  and  war  (k) ;  whenever  that  mount  dis- 
charges itfelf,  the  whole  (even  th  : HI  utter  their 

(a)    I  Cor.  iii.  13.  (h)    1  Cor.  v.    5. 

(t)    I  .14.  {it)   IlYuh  lvii.   20. 

(e)   Pfalra  Ixv.   7.  (/)  ITalmcxxiv.   3,  4,  5. 

(jr)    Dcut.  xxx;:i    2.  (>'■)  \\[\\     5. 

'    (0   II  I  i-  4*  ]  iii  12,  23. 
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Voices,  (which  John  the  apoftle  could  not  defcribe 
with  a  pen)  and  when  once  it  breaks  forth,  thofe 
who  now  contend  for  it,  will  flee  before  it ;  for  it 
raw  its  combuftibles  into  every  unrenewed 
heart ;  yea,  it  will  make  the  wicked  run  like  a  fiery 
wheel,  and  perfecute  them  ivith  all  its  farms  (a).-  But, 
faid  I,  is  it  not  ftrange  that  fo  many  infenfible  finners 
ihould  be  dancing  round  it  ? — And  flie  faid,  Iirael  in 
the  wildernefs  did  the  fame  ;  it  has  fet  many  on  fire, 
fo  that  they  cannot  reft,  yet  they  know  it  not ;  yea, 
iome  are  fo  burnt  with  it,  that  they  have  an  earneft 
of  its  whole  contents  within  them,  yet  never  lay  the 
fin  of  unbelief  to  heart.  This  fulfils  what  Ilaiah 
faith,  it  jet  them  en  fire,  but  they  knew  it  net ;  it  burned 
:,  but  they  laid  it  not  to  heart  (&). 
You  have  a  full  description  of  the  combuftibles 
treaiured  up  in  that  mountain,  in  the  thirry-fecond 
chapter  of  Deuteronomy ;  and  when  this  world  is 
ripe  for  ruin,  that  fire,  which  you  fee,  will  melt  :■:? 
elements;  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  world,  who 
cleave  to  it  for  life  and  falvation,  fhall  feel  the  ef- 
fects of  its  dreadful  artillery  ;— for  it  will  defcend 
into  hell  with  the  wicked,  as  you  read — "for  a  fire 
is  kindled  in  my  anger)  (mark,  is  kindled)  andjhall  burn 
unto  the  I  V,  and  fisall  confu  th  her 

re  tlie  foundations  cj  the  mountains" 
1  w 'ill  heap  mil  "chiefs  upon  them,  *pend  mine  ar- 

revs   vpon  them  (<rj.     That  fire  burns  in  every  foul 

(a)  Pialm  Ixxxiii.  15,  14,  15.  (Z-)   Ifkiah  xfil.  25. 

(c)   Deur.  i:xxii.  22,  23, 

that 
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that  is  in  black  defpair  in  this  world,  and  if  you  gk 
down  into  hell,  it  burns  there  alfo. 

Then  fhe  pointed  toward  the  fmoke  of  it,  and 
afked  if  I  did  not  fee  a  large  body  of  people  gaily 
drefled. — I  faid  yes ;  fhe  told  me  that  body  was  fome 
of  the  great  men  of  the  world,  called  Atheifts  and 
Deifts:  Sin,  faid  fhe,  has  feared  their  confciences,  and 
the  fmoke  of  the  bottomlefs  pit  has  blinded  their  eyes  ; 
they  are  gone,  you  fee,  to  blacknefs  and  darknefs,  and 
that  is  an  earneft  of  outer  darknefs.  Thefe  fhall,  ere 
long,  pray  for  the  rocks  to  fail  on  them,  and  to  the  hills  to 
cover  them  ;  thefe  have  their  hour  under  the  power  of 
darknefs ;  they  deny  the  Lord  that  bought  us — and 
if  they  do  thefe  things  in  the  green  tree,  what  jhaU  be  done  in 
the  dry  (a)  ? 

Then  pointing  again,  fhe  faid,  Do  not  you  fee  a 
large  rock  near  that  vapour  of  fmoke  ? — I  faid,  yes, 
and  many  on  it.  She  faid,  that  rock  is  the  error  of 
Arianifm  ;  and  when  they  go  from  that,  they  go  into 
the  fmoke  ;  they  are  thofe  who  trample  on  the  atoning 
blood  of  Christ;  and,  by  exclaiming  againft  the 
Lord's  divinity,  they  render  it  ineffedtual  to  heal 
them  ;  for  the  efficacy  of  the  human  blood  arifes 
from  its  union  with  the  God-head  (Z>)  ;  fo  they,  mak- 
ing him  a  creature  only,  exclude  themfelves  from 
redemption  ;  for  "  no  m 

pay  a  ranfom  to  God  for  him  (*)."     However,   their 
rock  is  not  as  our  rock;  they,  though  enemies  to  us,  are 

(a)  Luke  xxiii.   31.  (b)  Hcb.  Ix.  14, 

Pfalra  xlix.   7. 
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:s  of  this  truth  (a).  On  the  right  hand  you  fetf 
feveral  little  rock?,  and  fame  dry  earth  by  them  ; 
thole  are  the  rocks  of  Silly ;  and  many,  trufting  in  a 
form  of  Godlinefs,  others  in  a  reformation  ;  fome  in 
a  bigottcd  and  party  fpirit;  fome  in  blind  zeal; 
others  in  gifts ;  fome  in  Church-memberfhip,  and 
others  in  dry  order  only ;  there  they  flay,  and  have 
built  thofe  little  huts,  which  you  fee  there ^  but, 
when  the  winds  blow,  and  the  floods  come,  they  are 
generally  walhed  away,  building  and  all.  Job  calls 
thefe  ftlly  ones  (&),  and  their  rocks  take  their  names 
from  thofe  that  inhabit  them.  Thefe  which  you  fee 
fo  nigh  the  mount,  are  fuch  as  ftick  in  natural affeSli 
only,  and  fuppofe  it  to  be  the  Spirit  of  God  ;  and 
Univerfal  Charity  hammers  out  God's  counfel  {o  as 
to  pleafe  them  all ;  and  he  that  preaches  to  pleafe  men, 
can  never  be  the  fcrvcmt  of  Christ  (l 

But  come,   turn  thine  eyes  toward  ft,  don't 

you  fee  a   crofs  ? — Yes,  faid   I,  and  a  man  on  it : — « 
Then,  faid   fhe,  Christ  hath  been  «  crucified, 

arA  fit  firth  before  you  (//)•  I  looked  at  him  till  my 
fins  againft  him  came  afreih  to  my  mind;  and  I 
mourneJ.  frver  him  as  me  in  bitternefi  for  bhfirjhborn  (e)« 
She  led  me  through  one  gate,  called  Imputed  Rightt- 
fs(f)y  [this  delivereth  from  the  curfe)  ;  and  thert 
through  another,  called  prafe  (g)  ;  (this  gate  deliver- 

(d)  Dettt.  xxxiL  51.  (/>)  Job  v.   2. 
(?)   Gal.  i.  ic.  (J)   GaL  iii.   1. 

(e)  Zeoh.  xii.   10.-  .viii.   igT 
(g)    . 
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eth  from  enmity  againft  God)  :  And,  as  I  was  weep- 
ing and  rejoicing,  fhe  faid,  he  that  you  faw  on  the 
crofs  is  the  foundation  of  your  hope  (a)  ;  God's  fim 
Hon  is  in  this  holy  Mountain  (b),  and  he  loves  the  gates  of 
Zion  better  than  all  the  dwellings  of  Jacob  (c).  And  now 
look  through  this  glafs,  and  you  fhall  fee,  though 
but  darkly,  the  g7ory  of  God,  in  the  perfon  of  Jesus 
Christ  (d).  And  while  I  looked  through  the  glafs* 
(though  but  darkly)  yet  I  thought  my  face  Jhone 
again  (e)  ;  or,  as  Paul  fays,  I  Was  changed  into  the 
image  which  I  faw,  from  glory  to  glory,  as  by  the  Spirit 
{four  God. 

Then  faid  the  woman,  you  faw  Christ  crucified 

rntly  fit  forth  before  you,  but  you  faw  no  finiilituJe, 
you  only  faw  afire  (f),  left  you  fit  up  idols  in  your  imagi- 
nation, as  the  Arians  do,  and  then  cannot  tell  which 
of  thefe  idols  to  addrefs ;  fo  they  make  Christ  a 
creature,  The  Spirit  a  phantom,  and  addrefs  God  cut 
of  Christ,  and  without  the  Spirit,  as  an  objefl:  of 
Worfhip  ;  which  is  nothing  but  a  vain  imagination, 
exalted  againft  an   experimental  knowledge  of  the 

-blefled  Trinity. 

Then  fhe  turned  my  face  about,  and   I  faw  a  W 

man  richly  clad  in  gold  cfOpbir  (g).     She  told  me  that 

woman  was  Zion,  or  Hcphzi  bah  r.  ;   fhe  tlands 

at  the  right  hand  of  the  King  (.b).  So  1  went  and  made 

(a)    I  Cor.  iii.  n.  (b)   VL\.  .   i. 

(c)   Pialm  Ixxxvii.  2.  (J)    i  C 
(e)   Pialm  cxix.  135.  I 

(g)  Pialm  .\iv.  9. 
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tny  obedience  to  her.  Then  faid  my  tutorefs,  hlrti 
whom  thou  faw  through  the  glafs  is  thy  Father ;  call 
no  man  father,  for  one  is  your  Father,  even  God  ;  nor 
call  thou  any  man  wafer,  for  one  is  your  Mafler,  even 
Christ  ;  and  that  Lady  is  thy  Mother  ;  thou  muft 
never  defpife  tfo  lazv  of  thy  mother  (a)i  nor  for  fake  her 
when  fhe  is  old  (b)i  Thou  muft  honour  thy  father  and 
thy  mother,  that  thy  days  may  be  long  in  the  land,  or  that 
thou  mayft  live  for  ever ;  and  that  is  the  ultimate  la- 
titude of  the  law's  fpiritual  meaning,  for  the  law  is 
fpiritual  (c)  ;  and  a  fpiritual  man  has  a  fpiritual  Fa- 
ther and  Mother* 

Then  faid  I,  pray  what  may  I  call  thy  name  ? 
She  faid,  /  am  Under/landing,  and  Solomon  tells  thee 
to  call  Underfianding  thy  kinfzvoman  (d)  ;  and  if  thou 
communicate  thefe  things  to  others*  all  that  partake 
of  them  will  be  thy  fpiritual  children ;  though  you 
have  ten  tboufand  inftruftors,  yet  have  ye  not  many  fathers* 
I  have  begotten  you,  faith  Paul ;  and  that  fulfils  the 
promife  given  you  as  you  came  up,  that  you  lhould 
receive  father,  mother,  wife,  children,  brothers, 
lifters,  and  kinsfolk  in  this  time,  and  in  the  world  to 
come,  life  eternal. 

Thou  art  now  a  fubjedt  of  that  kingdom  eftablifh- 
ed  on  this  mountain,  which  is  a  city  jet  on  a  hill  that 
cannot  be  hid(e) ;  and  a  citizen  of  mount  Zion  (f)  : 
And  all  that  I  have  faid  in  the  dark,  proclaim  thou  on 

(a)  Prov.  i.  8.  (h)  Prov.  xxiii.  22* 

(c)  Prov.  I  8.  (<l)  Prov.  vii.  4. 

(e)  M&ttry.  14  Heb,  :di.  22* 
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ufe  top,  and  let  your  light  Jliine  before  men  ;  be 
faithful  in  the  covenant,  and  thou  fhalt  be  ruler  over 
many  things  ;  and,  in  declaring  this  vifion,  diminijk 
not  a  ivord(a).  But,  before  thou  depart,  take  this 
anclor,  and  caft  it  into  the  unfathomable  deep  of 
eternal  Love,  which  thou  faweft  fhine  in  the  marred 
vifao-e  of  him  that  hung  upon  the  crofs — caft  it  zdth- 
in  the  vail,  and  then  it  will  be  fure  andfedfajl  (b)  ;  it 
will  hold  thy  foul  in  a  ftorm  ;  and  thou  muft  make 
fail  the  cord,  (which  drew  thee  up  to  the  mount)  to 
thy  heart,  which  is  love — keep  thyfelf  in  the  love  of  God. 
An  experience  of  this  love  flicd  abroad  in  thy  heart  work- 
eth  an  hope  within  thee;  fo  thou  haft  an  hope  fet  -before 
thee,  to  employ  thy  expectation,  and  an  hope  within 
of  the  glory  of  God.  This  hope  is  an  anchor  in  deep 
waters,  but  in  a  field-fight  it  is  an  helmet9, — hope 
wrought  in  the  heart  by  experience  is  an  helmet  to 
the  head  againft  errors. 

A  man  will  foon  give  up  all  his  knowledge,  if  it 
lies  only  in  his  head,  to  a  forcible  argument;  but 
the  Devil  himfelf  cannot  difputfc  him  wholly  out  of 
his  experience  or  feelings.  A  heart  furnifhed  with  a 
dry  flock  of  fuperficial  knowledge  is  one  thing  ;  but 
an  heart  changed,  and  fixed  in  the  love  of  God,  is 
another. 

But,  before  you  depart,  let  me  fhew  you  fome- 
thing  clfe;  do  not  you  fee  a  company  of  men  at  the 
foot  of  the  mount,  fome  of  whom  dwell  in  thofe 

(a)  Jcr.  xxvi.  2.  (b)  Hcb.  vi.   19. 

L  little 


little  booths  which  you  fee,  and  others  in  thofe  holes 
in  the  earth  ;  and  fome  ftand  at  the  mouth  of  the 
caves  with  bows  in  their  hands  ?  They  are  archers; 
a  fedt  of  fuperfine  Pharifees,  with  a  few  conditional 
promifes  from  Mofes's  law  in  their  heads,  but  no- 
thing but  the  principles  of  fallen  nature  in  their 
hearts.  They  are  enfnared  in  holes,  have  made  lies  their 
refuge,  and  under  falfehood  have  hid  ihemfelves.  There 
are  various  troops  of  them,  but  each  carries  a  bow; 
the  Antinomian  levels  his  arrow  at  the  experience  of 
the  heart ;  the  Arminian  levels  at  the  judgment ;  others 
at  the  reputation  ;  and  all  will  be  bending  their  bows 
at  thofe  who  afcend  the  mount — they  Jlioot  at  the  up- 
right in  heart.  I  muft  now  take  my  leave  of  thee, 
but  lhall  vifit  thee  again  ihortly.  All  that  thou  haft 
heard  in  fecret,  proclaim  upon  the  houfe  top  ;  and  I  wifh 
you  good  luck  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

As  foon  as  my  kinfwoman  left  me,  I  faw  a  very 
heavy  fog  come  up  from  the  fea,  which  darkened  the 
top  of  the  mount,  fo  that  I  could  not  difcern  where  I 
was ;  the  fun  feemed  to  go  down  over  my  head  (a)  ;  the 
evening  came  on  apace,  ana  there  met  mi  a  zvoman  in 
the  attire  of  an  harlot,  and  fubtle  of  heart :  In  the  twi- 
light,  in  the  black  and  dark  night,  file  caught  hold  of  me, 
and  J aid,  I  have  peace-offerings  with  me ;  this  day  I  have 
paid  my  vows  (b).  So,  with  her  much  fair  fpeech,  floe 
forced  me  {c)  ;  and  I  went  into  the  booth,  and  told 

(a)  Jer.  xv.  9.  (f)  Pro™,  vii.  14, 

(r)   Pro  v.  vii.  2 in 

her 
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her  company  all  the  glorious  vifion  of  the  mounf> 
and  fhewed  them  all  the  ornaments  and  favours 
which  I  had  received,  and  the  joy  which  I  had  felt 
from  the  wine  which  I  had  drank  :  I  alfo  told  them 
of  all  my  new  relations,  and  of  my  being  united  to 
the  Angels,  and  all  the  firjl-born  whofe  names  are  written 
in  heaven.  Thefe  words  offended  .many  in  the  com- 
pany— they  opened  their  mouths  againft  the  founder 
of  the  mount,  and  the  mount  itfelf ;  and  then  they 
flapped  me,  wounded  me,  robbed  me,  and  took  away  my 
vail  from  me;  and  one  drew  a  bow  at  a  venture,  and 
wounded  me  in  the  head  {a)  :  they  then  caft  me 
into  a  pit,  and  I  ftuck  faft  in  the  mire,  with  feveral 
others,  who  had  no  anchor. 

In  this  miferable  condition,  I  heard  a  voice,  fay- 
ing, the  mouth  of  a  fpiritual  whore  is  a  deep  pit,  and  the 
abhorred  of  the  Lord  fliall  fall  therein  (b).  O !  the  terror 
which  this  word  brought  to  my  foul,  was  fuch  as  but 
few  know  !  O,  faid  I,  how  unlike  the  inhabitants  of 
the  mount  is  this  dark  company  !  Then  I  thought 
I  heard  a  voice,  faying,  her  congregations  are  in  the 
depths  of  hell ;  her  ways  are  the  ways  to  hell,  going  down 
to  the  chambers  of  death.  Thefe  words  caufed  me  for 
fome  weeks  to  lofe  my  fenfes ;  and,  when  my  ra- 
tionality a  little  returned,  I  bemoaned  my  hard  fate, 
and  faid,  wherefore  is  light  given  to  him  that  is  in  mifery, 
and  life  to  the  bitter  in  foul  (c)  ?  I  often  reflected  on  the 
words  of  my  kinfwoman  on  the  mount,    and  faw 

(a)  Jcr.  v.   ii.  (I)  Prov.  xxii.  14. 

(c)  Job  iii.  2Q. 
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how  fhe  had  foretold  of  thcfe  concubines ;  but  that 
only  added  to  my  mifery,  for  I  was  anfwered  by 
this  foul-piercing  word  :  He  that  errs  from  the  way  of 
under/landing,  Jhall  remain  in  the  congregation  of  the 
dead  (a).  This  word  cut  my  cable  afunder,  as  I 
thought ;  and  my  anchor  removed  as  a  tree  torn  up 
by  the  roots  (b).  My  foul  longed  to  lay  hold  of  the 
cord,  by  which  I  had  been  drawn  up  the  mount,  but 
my  feeling  was  gone  from  me. 

Being  at  my  wits  end,  I  bid  adieu  to  all  hope  ;  but 
yet,  in  defperate  malice,  I  faid,  I  would  mention  the 
vifion  of  the  mount  even  in  hell,  to  the  dilhonour  of 
him,  whofe  faithfulnefs  had,  (to  my  wicked  and  de- 
luded heart)  appeared  to  fail.  This  is  corning  boldly 
to  a  throne  cf  grace  indeed,  and  God  knows  it  was  a 
defperate  cafe  drove  me  to  it;  and  very  foon  this 
fweet  word  came  to  my  mind :  My  loving-kindnefs  I  will 
not  utterly  take  from  him,  nor  fi'ffer  ray  faithfulnefs  to 
fail  (c).  I  then  caught  hold  of  the  cord  again, 
came  up  out  of  the  pit,  and  afcended  the  mount 
where  I  was  before,  and  looked  at  the  painted  myfti- 
cal  harlot  with  indignation  ;  and  meditated  and  well 
underftood  thofe  words  of  Solomon  :  She  has  cajl  down 
many  wounded ;  yea,  many  ftrong  men  have  been  Jlain  by 
her. 

And  thus,-  my  Lord,  I  have  told  you  how  I  was 
robbed  and  almoft  killed,  which,  that  my  evidence 

{a)  Prov.  xxi.  16.  (/>)  Job  xix.  10. 

(c)  Pfalm  Ixxxix.  33. 

might 
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might  appear  the  plainer,  I  thought  good  to  relate 
the  whole  circumftance  ;  efpecially  as  al!  in  the  court, 
(a  few  only  excepted)  are  fpiritual  men,  and  capable 
of  judging  whether  I  am  a  proper  witnefs  upon  fo 
important  and  eflential  a  trial  :  And  I  further  add,  that 
JVifdom,  Virtue,  Knowledge,  my  father,  and  new  mo- 
ther, brethren,  and  filters,  together  with  all  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  mount,  and  my  filter  Under/landing  alfo, 
have  put  forth  their  voices  againft  the  prifoner  at  the 
bar. — And  what  I  have  faid,  my  Lord,  I  have  given 
mine  oath  for  the  confirmation  of;  and  it  is  all  con- 
fiftent  with  the  unalterable  mandates  of  the  Celeftial 

Realm. The  Judge  replied,  he  knew  that. 

Then  faid  Predeftination,  Here  are  above  an  hun- 
dred  more  witnefles   in  the  court.     The  Judg. 
fwered,  We  have  heard  enough  of  his  blafphemy, 
2nd  have  no  further  need  of  witnefles* 


The    JUDGE'S    SPEECH. 

Judge.    Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  you  have  hc^rd  the 
indictment  of  the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  and  the  teftin 
thefe  fpiritual  men  have  borne  againlt  him.    I  do  not 
pretend  to  a  greater  knowledge  of  the  juft  laws  of  the 
Celeftial  Re  i  yourfclves,  but  it  of  the 

prophets  i  to  the  prophets ;  therefore,   I  choi 

(hew  my  jud  on   the  matter;  and  {o  I   l< 

the  decifive  verdift  to  that  unerring  Spirit  that  is  with 
you. — You  find  on   the   fouls  of 

L  3  fome 
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fome  thoufands,  as  a  favourer  of,  and  contender  for, 
the  bafeft  of  mortals;  fuch  cs  Cain,  Judas,  Ahab, 
Eiau,  Iftimael,  &c«  &c.  has  -dig- 

nation  again:'  thofc  who  fubmit  to  the  fecret  decrees 
of  the  Mod  High  ;  and  thofe  who  contend  for  c 
t;on,  particular  redemption,  free  juftificatim  by  faith, 
in  an  m  h?f$ — for  peace  and  pardon  by 

Christ's  atonement — for  final  perfeveramie  in 
the  pro::.  the  Lord — and  a  fafe  arriw 

glory  through  everlafting  hve  in  Christ. — I  fay,  he 
has    called    fiich  ent  fubjects,  children  oi  the 

Devil,  and   the  tdhere  to,  liftening  to  Sa- 

tan ;  and  that  fuch  have  a  r;  :radted  (pi 

2r.d  are  oppofed,  contradicted,  reprobated,  and  caft 
cut.     But  th  it  God's 

elect,  are  the  only   people  poll  ieh  the  Holy 

Ghoft:  ;  whereas   the   Holy  Ghoft  c 
for  apafiaies,  nor  reprobate  the  obedient ,  but  makes  in- 
itrcejjicn  according  to  the  will  of  God ,  (not  contrary  to 
it)  ;   he  truth,   but  teaches   none   to 

eery  it. 

Y  i  alfo,  that  thoufands  have  been  enfnared 

by   this    prifoner,  and  many  finally  deceived.     Bur, 
I  God  pity  and  contend    for  traitors,  when  he 
comes  tojud  -:re'y> 

no  ;  he  will  laugh  at  the  calamity  (f  th:  .  and  mock 

;  their  fear  cometb(a). — And  though  Christ,  as 
a  man,  wept  over  Jerufalem,  having  i  -iTevfrions 

(a)    PfW 

as 
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as  we  have,  to  bear  our  griefs,  yet,  after  theflejli,  we 
know  him  fo  no  more  (a)  ;  for,  as  God,  he  is  clad  with 
zeal  as  with  a  cloak,  and  the  day  of  vengeance  is  in  his 
heart  (bj,  and  he  zvill  dajh  them  in  pieces  like  a  potter's 
vejfel.  Nor  will  the  Holy  Ghoft  favour  them  ;  for, 
fuch  as  contend  for  felf-righteoufnefs,  finlefs  perfec- 
tion, free-will,  and  power,  he  will  furely  abhor  :  He 
fhall  not  always  ftrive  with  fuch,  feeing  they  are 
children  of  the  flefh  (c)  ;  nor  will  this  fpirit  of  Uni- 
verfal  Charity'  be  found  in  all  the  elect  Angels ;  they 
fay,  it  is  time  to  reap  the  world — they  will  put  in  their 
fickle,  and  gather  out  the  tares  with  chearfulnefs,  and 
bind  them  in  bundles  to  burn,  as  you  read — not  one  ever 
put  up  his  fword,  rill  commanded  of  God,  when 
fent  to  execute  vengeance  on  the  wicked  (d).  Nor 
Will  this  fpirit  of  Univerfal  Charity  be  found  in  all 
the  redeemed  of  the  Lord,  even  when  filled  zvith  all 
the  fulnefs  of  God,  and  fafhioned  like  the  glorious  body 
of  Christ.  They  will,  in  that  great  d-*y,  fay  to 
every  free-will-monger,  Lo,  that  is  the  man  that  took 
not  God  for  his  help  (e) ;  and  to  every  foolijh  virgin, 
go,  and  buy  oil  for  yourfelves ;  and  will  laugh  at  all  who 
began  to  build  at  their  own  expence,  becaufe  they 
had  not  wherewith  to  finifh  (f)  :  Yea,  when  the  decifive 
fentence  is  pafled,  and  the  irrevocable  doom  of  mil- 
lions for  ever  fixed,  they  will   acquiefce  in  it,  and 

(a)   2  Cor.  v.  i6t  (£)  Ifaiah  lix.  17. 

(c)  Gen.  vi.  9.  (J)  2  Sam.  xxiv.   16. 

(e)   Pialm  III •  6,  7.  (f)  Luke  xiv.  30. 

L  4  fing 
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fing  Hallelujah  to  it  (a)  ;  and  wl  \i  prrj/h, 

there  is  (b). 

Therefore,  Gentlemen    of  the  Jury,  weigh   well 
the  matter ;  confider  how  many  are,  and  have  been 
ved — how  thofe  g  I  in  predeflination  have 

been  jlaggered  for  a  time,  after  their  firft  fettlement — 
how  thofe  in  liberty  have  been  falfely  %m\  for  a 

time,  and  the  Queen-Royal  herfelf  jiaggered  in  the 
faith  of  her  Hufband's  conftancy ;  therefore,  I  dif- 
mifs  you  with  this  weighty  and  folemn  charge, 
given  by  him  that  never  errs :  When  the  wicked  and 
the  righteous  come  together  to  judgment,  you  Jhall 
condemn  the  wicked  to  bri. 
heady  but  fhall  j:. 

tfs  (c).  And  further,  I  aik,  whether 
you  chuie  to  bring  in  your  perfonal  verdicts,  or  that 
one  fhouhi  be  fpeaker  or  foreman  for  all  ? 

They  anfwered,  one  fhall  fpeak  for  the  whole. 

Judge.   Who  fhall  fpeak  for  ye  ? 

They  aafwered,  David,  the  penitent. 

Judge.  Gentlemen,  1  difmifs  you;  and  may  he 
that  firteth  among  the  congregation  of  the  Gods  be 
with  jr<  u  ;  for   you   are,  in   thefe  matters,  in  God's 

fteud. 1  fhall  be  on  the  judgment-feat  to-morrow, 

at  twelve  o'clock. 

So  the  Jury  withdrew,  in  order  to  draw  up  their 
verditt. 

(a)  Rev.  xix.  i,  2,  5,  4,  (I)  Prov.  xi.   10. 

1  Kings  viii.   3:. 

The 
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The   JURY'S  CONSULTATION. 

Paul  the  Aged.  The  prifoner  is  altogether  carnal  ; 
and  the  carnal  mind  is  enmity  again/1  God  ;  it  is  not  fub- 
jecl  to  God's  law,  nor  can  be;  and  this  he  has  fhewed 
iis  fighting  agatnft  his  fovereignty  ;  yea,  he  has 
wholly  contradicted  that  doctrine,  which  /  received 
as  a  revelation  from  heaven;  therefore,  as  he  has  taught, 
and  laboured  to  maintain,  another  doctrine,  in  plain 
contradiction  to  mine,  whether  he  be  Univerfal  Cha- 
rity, or  an  Angel  from  heaven,  I  fay  let  Kim  be  accurfed(a)  ; 
yea,  let  him  be  anathema  maranatha  (b). 

John  the  Divine.     I  agree  with  Paul  in  judgment ; 
for ,  whofoevtr  tranfgreffeth,   and  abideth  not  in  the  doc- 
of  Christ,  not  God  (c).     In  this  the  chil- 

dren  of  God   are  manfejl,    and  the   children   of  the 
Devil  (d). 

Jude  the  Zealous.     He  has  gone  in  the  way  of  Cain,  in 
pcrfecuting  the  eieft ;  he  has  ran  eagerly  after  the  \ 
of  Balaam,  for  the  reward  of  human  applaufe  ;  and, 
as  he  has  withftood  the  doctrines  of  the  Lord,  let 
him  periflo  in  the  gainfaying  of  Korah  (e). 

Luke.  I  acquiefce  with  you,  my  holy  brethren  ; 
the  prifoner  is  one  that  has  juftiSed  himfclf  before 
rnen,  but  God  knows  the  hypocrify  of  his  heart. 
He  has  gained  much  applaufe  by  errors  ,*  but  the  doc- 

(a)   Gal.  i.   8.  (')    1  Cor.  xvi.  22. 

(c)    2  John  9.  1  John  iii.   10. 

(c)  Jude  1  1. 
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trine  of  free-will,  which  is  highly  ef teemed  among  men,  is 
an  abomination  in  the  fight  of 'God  (a)  :  And  it  is  plain 
the  chofen  flock  of  God  hates  him,  and  his  ways 
too  ;  therefore,  I  fay,  woe  unto  him,  for  all  men  (but 
the  faints)  /peak  well  of  him;  and  fa  did  their  forefathers 
to  the  former  falfe  prophets  (b). 

Ifaiah.  I  approve,  brethren,  of  your  judgment; 
let  the  potjlierd  ftrive  zvith  pot/herds  of  the  earth,  but  zvoe 
to  the  potjlierd  thatjlrives  zvith  the  potter  (c).  God  fays-, 
he  hath  oppofed  Ifrael  my  fervant,  Jacob,  whom  I  have 
chofen,  the  feed  of  Abraham,  my  friend ;  and  furely  they 
that  Jlrive  with  Jacob,  and  the  men  of  Ifrael,  Jhdll 
perijh  (d). 

Mark.  Well  hath  Ifaiah  prophefied  of  that  hypocrite ; 
he  has  honoured  God  at  times  with  his  lips,  but  his 
heart  is  far  from  him,  as  a  Sovereign  ;  however,  in 
vain  he  worjliips  God,  for  he  has  rebelled  againft 
God's  laws,  and  taught  for  doctrines  the  commandments 
cf  men  (e). 

Job.  I  perfe&ly  agree  with  my  evangelical  bro- 
ther Ifaiah,  againft  the  prifoner's  ftriving  with  his 
Maker;  I  think  he  is  condemned  both  by  precept 
and  precedent ;  for,  whoever  hardened  himfelf  againjl 
God,  and  profpered  (f)  ?  If  God  gives  quietnefs9  who 
then  can  make  trouble  (g)  ?  and  if  he  J/juts  up,  who  can 
hinder  him  (h)  ?     God  Jhuts  up  a  man,  and  there  is  ao 

(a)  Luke  xvi.  15.  (£)  Luke  vi.  26. 

(c)   Ifaiah  xlv.  9,  (d)   Ifaiah  xli.  8.  II, 

(e)  Mark  vii.  6,  7.  (f)  Job  ix.  4. 

(g)  job  xxxiv.  29,  (b)  Job  xi.  io» 

opening ; 
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epentng  (a)  ;  befides,  he  has  fpoken  wickedly  for  God, 
and  talked  deceitfully  for  him  (b)  :  Yea,  he  hath  ufed  the 
tongue  of  the  crafty  (c).  Every  faint  ought  to  know, 
his  record  is  on  high  (d)  ;  and,  as  he  has  fought  againft 
the  fecret  records  of  eternity,  let  him  know  there  is  a 
judgment  (e). 

Jeremiah.  Surely,  the  Lord  never  fent  Univerfal 
Charity  to  make  people  truft  in  a  lie ;  the  Lord  faith, 
cajl  him  off  from  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  let  him 
die  this  year,  for  he  hath  taught  rebellion  againjl  the 
Lord  (f). 

Matthew.  He  is  neither  zjleward,  nor  zjliepherd; 
he  only  adts  the  part  of  zfcullion — makes  clean  the  cut- 
fide  of  the  cup  and  platter,  but  fights  againft  the  wedding 
garment ;  which  plainly  proves  he  never  had  that  gar- 
ment  on  himfelf — therefore  cajl  him  out  (g). 

Peter.  I  agree  with  you  all.  A  man  that  preaches, 
mu(i  fpeak  as  the  oracles  of  God  (h)  ;  but  he  has  brought 
in  damnable  herefies  (*),  therefore  difpatch  him,  and 
let  not  Wis  judgment  linger. 

David.  You  have  all  fpoken  agreeable  to  the  laws 
of  the  Celeftial  Realm  ;  and  I  fay,  Jet  a  wicked  man 
ever  him  ;  and  let  Satan  Jland  at  his  right  hand.  When 
he  JJiall  be  judged,  let  him  be  condemned ;  and  when  he 

(a)  Job  xii.  14.  (b)  Job  xiii.  7. 

(c)  Job  xv.   5.  (d)  Job  xvk  19. 

(e)  Job  xix.  29.  (f)  Jer.  xxviii.  15,  16. 

(g)  Matt.  xxii.  12,  13.  (b)  1  Pet*  IT,  II. 
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cries  mercy,  my  Lord  Judge,    let  his  prayer  become 
fin  (a). 

Mofes.     Whet   God's  glittering  fvOord,  and  let   his* 
hand  take  hold  on  judgment ;  let  him  render  vengeance  to 
his  enemies y  and  reward  them  that  hate  him  (b). 

The  Jury  being  all  agreed  to  a  man,  came  inflant- 
]y  into  the  court. 

Judge.  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  anfwer  to  your 
names.  Paul  the  aged,  one;  John  the  divine,  two; 
Peter  the  champion,  three ;  Luke  the  phyfician, 
four;  Matthew  the  evangelift,  five ;  Jude  the  zea- 
lous, fix ;  Mark  the  apoitle,  feven  ;  Ifaiah  the  won- 
derful, eight;  Jeremiah  the  laborious,  nine  ;  Job  the 
patient,  ten  ;  Mofes  the  meek,  eleven  ;  David  the 
penitent,  twelve. 

Judge.  You,  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  being  im- 
panelled for  our  fovereign  Lord  the  King,  to  ferve 
in  matters  of  life  and  death,  have  heard  the  trial  of 
the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  what  fay  you,  is  he  guilty  of 
the  many  crimes  for  which  he  ftands  here  indidted, 
or  not  ? 

Foreman.  He  has  not  been  kept  back  from  prefump- 
iucusjins,  therefore  he  is  not  innocent,  nor  upright,  but 
guilty  of  the  great  tranfgrefjion  (c). 

The  Judge  lifted  up  his  eyes  to  heaven,  and,  uttering 
a  fnort  prayer,  concluded  with  thefe  words  :  u  Let 
my  fentence  come  forth  from  thy  prefence  (d)." 

(a)   Pfalm  cix.  6,  7.  (b)      Dcut.  xxxii.  41. 

(c)   Pfalm  xix.   13.  (d)  Pfalm  svii.  2. 

The 
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The     SENTENCE. 

;!ge.  Mr.  Univerfal  Charity,  a  mongrel  mon- 
fter,  partly  beaft,  and  partly  devil,  thou  haft  for 
many  years  pad  covered  thyfelf  with  the  flefh  and 
fkin  of  many  thdufahd  Arminians,  and  mingled  thy- 
felf  with  their  fouls,  fo  as  to  deceive  many  of  them, 
and  teach  them  to  deceive  others ;  thou  haft  operated 
on  them,  taught  them  to  fight  againft  the  Ivloft  High, 
and  to  withftand  his  firm  decrees;  haft  taught  them 
to  oppofe  his  loyal  fubje&s  in  behalf  of  rebels,  traitors, 
and  apoftates — yea,  thou  haft  imprifoned  falfely  the 
Lord's  freemen,  and  ftaggered  their  confidence, 
though  not  their  foundation ;  thou  haft  here  been 
tried  fairly  by  the  beft  of  laws,  and  by  a  jury  of  the 
beft  of  men,  and  haft  been  found  guilty; 

Univerfal  Charity.     Mercy,  my  Lord  Judge. 

Judge.  Mercy  is  fovereign,  and  thou  art  caft  for 
defpifing  of  it ;  befides,  the  prayer  of  the  wicked  is 
an  abomination, 

.':/  Charity.    Tranfportaticn,  my  Lord  Judge. 

Judge.     No,  no,  you  would  do  as  much  ; 

abroad  as  you  have  done  here. Therefore,  a  I,  the 

"  Judge    for  the  King  of   all  Kings,  commit  Uni- 
"  verfal  Charity,  a  fdfe  fpirit,  embodied   in  finful 
u  flefh  and  blood,  who  has  been  aflifted  to  de 
"  fouls  by  the  helping  hand  of  natural  affe&ions, 
u  firft,  to  the  prifon  from  whence  he  came,  :;nd  to 


€(  be  guarded  and  kept  in  hold  by  every  found  Cat- 


€*  viniji  in  the  whole  world  ;  and  that  his  rough  gar- 
u  merit  be  taken  off  from  him,  by  way  of  degrada- 
tc  tion  ;  and  he  not  fufFered  to  deceive  the  poor  fouls 
€€  of  men.  And  when  the  laft  glorious  day  comes, 
€€  which  fhall  cover  the  earth  with  the  knowledge  of 
€c  God,  as  the  waters  cover  the  fea,  that  then  the 
"  prifoner  be  brought  forth  out  of  the  prifon, 
r  and  be  fet  in  the  full  blaze  of  the  Glorious 
g€  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs,  that  every  faint  may  fee 
"  him,  lay  their  hands  upon  him,  and  put  him 
€C  to  death  with  the  fword  of  God's  Spirit;  and 
"  then  utter  a  parable  over  the  rebellious,  and  jay  unto 
cc  them  that  fland  by  : — Thus  faith  the  Lord  God, 
tc  fet  on  a  pot,  fet  it  on,  and  alfo  pour  water  into  it ; 
"  gather  the  pieces  thereof  into  it;  the  thighs  and 
"  Jlioulders,  and  fill  it  with  the  bones :  Make  it  boil 
u  well,  and  let  them  feethe  the  bones  therein.  Then 
*c  fay,  Woe  to  the  bloody  city  Babylon,  which  he  has 
"  built ;  and  woe  to  the  pot  whofe  fcum  is  therein ± 
"  and  whofe  fcum  is  not  gone  out  of  it.  Bring  it  out  v 
"  piece  by  piece,  and  let  no  lot  fall  upon  it  (a). — 
€€  Let  the  prophets  of  God  Ihout,  faying,  IVe  have 
f*  had  death  in  the  pot  (b).  Then  put  his  bones  to- 
"  gether,  and  hang  the  Skeleton  on  the  tree  of  know- 
"  ledge  of  good  and  evil,  where  four  ways  meet,  as  a 
"  caution  to  all  who  turn  to  the  right,  or  to  the 

(a)  Ezek.  xxiv.  3,  4,  5,  6.  (I)  2  Kings  iv.  40. 

«  left 


€€  left  from  truth  ;  and  as  a  warning,  to  flop  thofc 
"  on  the  broad  way. — And  write  the  following  in- 
u  fcription  on  his  Gibbet :  This  is  the  Founder 
u  of  two  Mystical  Babylons.  And  there  let 
€C  him  hang  till  mortality  be  fwallowed  up  of  life; 
cc  then  let  the  Skeleton  and  the  Gibbet  be  fwallowed 
"  up  with  it,  and  never  be  found  any  more." 
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LETTER        I. 

Winchefler-Row. 

My  dear  Brother  and  Fellow- Labourer 7 

GRACE  and  peace  be  multiplied  unto  you, 
and  to  the  winnowed  flock  at  B.  whom  I  love 
in  the  truth,  and  for  the  truth's  fake.  As  I  have  re- 
ceived no  anfwer  to  my  laft  letter,  I  fufpe<fted  fome- 
thing  was  the  matter ;  howbeit,  I  fhall  pray  for  them, 
for  they  need  my  prayers  more  than  I  need  an  anfwer 
to  my  letter.  Your  letter  has  grieved  me  in  part, 
and  caufed  my  foul  to  weep  in  fecret  before  God, 
in  behalf  of  thofe  few  fheep  which  I  left  in  the 
wildernefs. 

M  Mr. 


Mr.  N.  is  a  man  I  love  in  the  bowels  of  Christ* 
but  he  is  unliable  as  water  ;  in  judgment  he  Jliall  never 
excel.  I  had  a  very  hot  contention  with  him  during 
my  flay  at  B.  the  lafl  time  I  was  there,  about  a  very 
capital  error.  He  is  a  fimple  foul ;  and  fuch  gene- 
rally fall  a  prey  to  thofe  who  lay  in  wait  to  deceive. 
He  only  dropped  a  word,  which  I  caught  hold  of, 
and  clofely  withflood  him,  and  foiled  him,  till  he 
could  not  get  out  with  truth  ;  and  by  that  word  I 
fufpedted  there  was  a  troop  in  ambufh,  but  he  could 
not  marfhal  them  before  me ;  and  to  engage  further 
on  fufpicion,  is  to  beat  the  air. 

But,  though  I  love  him  as  my  own  foul,  I  will 
withftand  him  in  any  error,  till  I  die.  If  he  comes 
to  contend,  I  hope  never  to  facrifice  a  grain  of  truth 
to  his  delufion,  nor  give  an  inch  of  the  ground  of 
truth  to  the  Devil.  I  mult  tell  you  that  I  think  this 
man  is  fent  as  a  fcourge  to  you  ;  I  faw  many  little 
failings  in  you  which  I  was  forry  for.  Your  little 
ones  feemed  very  diforderly,  and  you  made  yourfelf 
too  cheap  to  bring  any  honour  to  your  office  ;  you 
alfo  feemed  at  eafe,  and  not  to  be  fludious  enough. 
A  man  who  preaches  in  our  days  fhould  have  his 
head,  eyes,  and  heart,  in  the  Bible  day  and  night  : 
It  is  while  men  Jleep  the  enemy  fows  tares,  and  goes  his 
way.  I  had  fome  room  to  fufpedt  you  had  not  been 
faithful  enough  among  them ;  and,  indeed,  a  man 
who  makes  himfelf  too  cheap,  and  is  in  the  leaft 
uncircumfpeft,  cannot  be  faithful,  without  con- 
demning himfelf ;  but  he  had  better  condemn  him- 
felf* 


■ 
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felf>  than  deal  deceitfully  in  the  covenant ;  becaufe  it 
is  an  injury  done  to  the  honour  of  God. 

But  this  cry  of  falfe  fire,  I  hope,  will  alarm  the 
watchman,  and  awake  him  out  of  his  lethargy.  You 
muft  afcend  your  watch-tower  now,  and  ftand  in  your 
ward  whole  nights  ;  I  hope  God  will  work  by  you 
yet*  When  the  branch  is  purged,  it  brings  forth 
fruit;  the  flock  will  fee,  now,  truth  from  error ;  the 
heart  of  the  wife  is  a  wellfpring  of  life,  and  thofe  of  under- 
fianding  will  draw  it  out.  I  thought  your  miniftry 
was  too  much  flraitened;  but  now  you  will  found  an 
alarm,  and  declare  the  whole  counfel  of  God.  God 
often  reveals  the  true  faith  in  the  midft  of  conten- 
tion, and  rides  upon  the  ftorm,  in  order  to  flay  the 
rough  wind,  in  the  day  of  the  eafi  wind.  This  is  a  wind 
from  the  high  place  offpiritual  wickednefs  ;  and  I  hope, 
under  grace,  both  to  fan  and  cleanfe.  A  veffel  of 
mercy  may  be  blown  to  and  fro,  but  eternal  election 
will  allow  none  of  thefe  to  fhoot  the  gulf. 

While  this  wind  blows,  you  muft  prophecy  to  the 
wind  alfo,  and  pray  for  a  gale  from  the  everlajiing 
hills — pray  for  fupporting  grace,  divine  fortitude, 
and  a  difcerning  eye — wait  patiently,  watch  the  hand 
of  God,  and  you  fhall  fee  his  wonders  in  the  deep. 
As  for  the  chapel,  the  flock,  the  deceiver,  and  the 
deceived  are  the  Lord's.  Truth  will  cut  her  way, 
and  defend  you  ;  therefore  ftand  in  the  truth,  and 
truth  fhall  be  thy  ftiield  and  buckler.  Does  he 
preach  up  faith  ?  then  you  muft  preach  up  the  fpirit 
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of  it  (a),  Does  he  tell  them  what  faith  is  ?  then  yotl 
muft  tell  them  whatyirf/A  does.  Examine  all  its  feats 
in  the  eleventh  chapter  of  Hebrews  ;  fuch  as  the  rife 
of  faith,  the  progrefs  of  faith,  the  difficult  work  of 
faith,  the  fight  of  faith,  the  viftory  of  faith,  its  holy 
triumph,  and  its  purifying  efficacy.  Shew  them  the 
difcerning  eye  of  faith,  the  promifes  it  obtains,  the 
union  it  bring?  ?bout,  the  anfwers  it  gets  to  prayer  (£), 
and  the  fvveet  love  it  works  by. 

Does  he  preach  up  an  aflent  to  the  truth  in  the 
judgment?  then  you  muft  infift  on  faith  in  the  heart 
unto  righteoufneft,  or  to  the  juftification  of  the  fouls 
before  God.  Does  he  preach  up  reliance  on  the 
written  word  of  God  r  then  you  muft  preach  up  the 
neceffity  of  the  word  dwelling  in  the  heart  richly,  and 
being  written  there  by  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God — - 
the  kingdom  of  God  is  not  in  zvcrd,  but  in  power. 
I  charge  you  to  demand  of  him,  in  God's  name,  a 
reafon  of  the  hope  that  is  in  him  ;  and  remember  it  is 
experience  that  zvorketh  hope.  But  here  let  me  caution 
thee,  for  many  have  been  deceived  here  by  rotten 
hypocrites ;  it  is  not  the  experience  of  the  law  ter- 
rors, (mark  me)  I  mean  if  they  work  alone,  fuch  as 
Cain,  Efau,  Saul  Judas,  Ahab,  and  Pharaoh  had ; 
for  their  experience  worked  defpair.  Nor  is  it  the 
experience  of  church  trials,  fuch  as  oppofition,  per- 
fection, flander,  and  abufe  ;  I  mean  fuch  as  Alexan- 
der, who  was  once  ftoned  for  preaching,  yet  afterwards 

{a)  2  Cor.  iv.  15.  (I)  1  John  v.  14. 

with' 
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withftood  the  truth.  This  experience  is  common  to 
ro/frtf-hearted  preachers,  as  well  zs  found  i  and  it  often 
vvorketh  apoftacy,  inftead  of  hope.  This  is  not  be- 
ing perfecuted  for  the  fake  of  Righteomnefs,  already 
obtained  by  faith,  but  rather  to  obtain  one  -T  as  you 
fee  by  his  foul  revolt  afterwards. 

Nor  is  it  the  experience  of  providential  bleffings 
on  the  body  ;  fuch  as  feeding  the  Ifraelites  with 
manna,  the  multitude  with  loaves  and  fifties,  who 
followed  the  Lamb  of  God  for  nothing  elfe  ;  and 
fuch  as  the  two  lepers  in  the  famine  of  Samaria  had  : 
thefe  experiences  in  gracelefs  fouls,  worketh  excels 
and  ingratitude,  inftead  of  gofpel  hope.  Nor  is  it 
the  experience  of  bodily  affii&ions,  nor  family  trials ; 
fuch  as  thofe  had  who  never  ate  with  plea  fur  e  (a) ;  thefe, 
in  graGffelefs  fouls,  often  work  rebellion,  not  gofpel 
hope.  All  the  above  trials  are  curfes  to  ungod^ 
finners ;  but  bleffings,  when  fandtified,  to  the  righte- 
ous,  But  it  is  deliverance  from  darknefs  to  light, 
from  guilt  to  peace,  from  a  fenfe  of  wrath,  to  the 
enjoyment  of  love;  from  bondage  to  liberty,  from 
the  finking  dreadful  curfe  of  God,  to  eternal  i  . 
It  is  the  experience  of  this  change  that  worketh  a 
joyful  and  lively  hope  of  God  ;  ^fce  Spirit  applying 
light,  pardon,  peace,  liberty,  love,  and  eternal  life 
to  the  foul ;  which  are  received  by  the  Spirit  from 
Christ,  and  fhewed  to  the  foul  and  applied,  is  Chrifi 
formed  in  the  heart  the  hope  of  glory. 

(*)  Job  xii.  35. 
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By  faith's  applying  the  revealed  word,  Christ  is 
begotten  in  the  foul ;  and  by  the  operation  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  he  is  formed  in  the  heart,  as  he  was  in 
the  virgin's  womb.  All  other  hopes  are  as  dead  as 
the  finner,  and  will  give  up  the  ghoft  when  he  dies ; 
but  this  hope  has  to  do  with  the  general  refurredtion, 
and  anchors  in  the  godhead,  within  the  vail  of 
Christ's  flefh,  and  holds  every  veflel  of  mercy  faft, 
in  all  the  ftorms  of  life  ;  and  expe&s  the  glory  of 
God  to  be  revealed  to  it,  at  the  appearing  of  the 
great  God  and  our  Saviour,  which  Paul  calls  that 
blefled  hope. 

Some  hope  in  the  law,  others  in  a  ftt  of  principles 
in  the  head,  without  any  change  of  heart;  others 
hope  in  an  external  form,  or  fhew  of  religion  ;  others 
in  a  reformation  obtained  under  a  preacher  who  deals 
more  in  terror  than  love  ;  but  Christ  revealed  in 
the  word  is  the  faint's  ground  of  hope ;  and  the  fpi- 
rit  of  faith  revealing  Christ  to  the  foul,  as  his  only 
atonement  and  righteoufnefs,  for  his  juftification  be- 
fore God,  agreeable  to  God's  promife,  is  a  moft 
fure  and  blefled  hope.  When  our  own  name  or  cha- 
racter is  reproached,  we  may  aft  the  part  of  the 
Dove;  but,  when  any  falfe  preacher,  mounted  on 
the  fpirit  of  error,  comes  among  us,  to  invade  God's 
honour,  we  muft  be  Dans — ferpents  in  the  ways,  and 
adders  in  the  paths,  and  bite  their  horfes  heels,  till 
their  riders  fall  backward.  Such  preachers  had  better 
fall  alone,  than  take  legions  with  them  ;  but  moft  of 

them 
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them  fend  their  errors  in  many  fouls  before  them  to 
judgment,  and  leave  fome  to  propagate,  and  bring 
their  bane  after  them;  but,  whether  before  or  be- 
hind, they  cannot  be  hid  from  God. 

In  preaching,  preach  as  contrary  to  him  as  God's 
word  will  allow  you ;  and  as  far  as  you  difcover  his 
error,  fet  truth  againft  it ;  and  every  text  you  han- 
dle, obferve  minutely  every  blefling  or  threatening 
contained  in  it — defcribe  the  finner  and  the  faint,  and 
divide  the  word  rightly  between  them  ;  if  it  is  a  new 
covenant  blefling,  trace  it  in  its  freenefs  from  the 
fountain — I  mean  the  election  of  God,  founded  on 
the  fovereignty  of  that  all  wife  and  abfolute  difpofer 
of  all  things.  Follow  it  from  that  fountain  through 
the  meritorious  life  and  death  of  a  blefled  Saviour, 
and  infill  upon  an  application  to  the  heart  by  God 
the  Holy  Ghoft  ;  yea,  infift  upon  the  experience  of 
it,  the  enjoyment  of  it,  and  pradtice  of  it  in  life  ;  and 
by  thefe  means  the  flock  will  foon  fee  whofe  lamp 
burns  the  brighteft  ;  and  fearch  out  the  feelings  of 
rhe  flock,  and  appeal  to  fcripture,  and  to  conlcience 
in  God's  fight,  and  let  every  fentence  come  forth 
from  him.  And  if  they  laugh  at  feelings,  they  never 
were  quickened  at  all ;  they  have  only  a  name  to  live, 
while  they  are  dead. 

If  you  fet  the  Sun  of  Right ecufnefs  againft  that  wan- 
dering far,  your  flock  will  foon  fee  the  true  light 
from  the  falfe ;  the  light  of  the  righteous  Jliall  rejoice, 
when  the  lamp  of  the  nicked  Jlsall  be  put  out  (a)  ;  but 

{a)  Prov.  xiii.  9.     Jobxviii.  6.     Matt,  xxv,  3, 
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your  lamp  fliall  burn  brighter  and  brighter  (a).  The 
light  that  fhines  in  falfe  preachers,  is  but  darknefs  at 
beft  in  God's  fight  (b)  ;  and  that  lamp  comes  out  of 
the  mouth  of  Satan,  yea,  every  /park  that  a  firmer 
kindles  comes  from  the  fame  quarter  (c).  But  re- 
member, it  is  God  who  fends  the  deluder,  though 
Satan  furnifheth  him  with  falfe  light  (</).  God  made- 
all  things  for  him/elf ;  yea,  even  the  zvi eked  for  the  day  of 
evil.  No  man  dares  to  vend  any  infernal  wares  in 
God's  marker,  till  he  has  licence  from  God  (e). 
But,  though  God  fends  them,  you  myft  bear  witnefs 
againft  them,  to  clear  yourfelf  of  their  blood,  and 
then  leave  them  to  God's  judgment  without  excufe  ; 
and,  likewife,  you  muft  feed  the  flock  alfo,  that  they 
may  have  flrength  to  perfect  praife,  to  the  glory  of 
the  Lamb  of  God,  and  to  flop  the  mouths  of  thefe 
enemies  and  avengers  of  Satan's  quarrel. 

Does  he  preach  up  the  full  afTurance  of  faith  ?  It 
is  a  bleffed  comfortable  grace,  the  choieeft  piece  of 
filver  of  the  ten>  except  love  ;  but  it  may  for  a  time 
be  loft,  I  mean  in  a  dark  night;  but  the  foul  that 
has  ever  enjoyed  it,  will  fweep  the  houfe,  and  feek 
diligently  till  he  find  it  again ; — and  we  often  hear  of 
the  joy  of  fuch.  But,  as  there  is  a  counterfeit  afTu- 
rance, we  muft  learn  to  know  the  image  and  fuper- 
fcription   of  the   real.      It  is  coined  by  the  Holy 

(a)  Pfalm  xviii.  28.     Prov.  iv.  18.  (b)  Luke  xi.  35. 

(c)  Job  xli.  19.     Ifaiahl.  xi.  (d)  2  ThelT.  ii.  11. 

(?)   1  Kings  xxii.  22, 

Ghoft  ; 
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Ghoft  (a)  ;  and  is  a  fweet  feature  of  the  Saviour's 
image  (6)  ;  the  fuperfcription  is  comfort,  love,  unity, 
and  experimental  knowledge  ;  and  the  enjoyment  of 
it  is,  rich  bleffings  promifed  to  faith  (r)  ;  it  is  like- 
wife  attended  with  diligence  and  hope  (d)  ;  it  is  at- 
tended with  a  true  heart  and  a  purged  confcience  (e)i 
and  it  is  attended  with  peace  and  quietnefs — this  is  to 
be  its  effects  for  ever  (f). 

If  his  affurance  is  not  accompanied  with  thefe 
effedts,  it  is  the  carnal  confidence  of  a  prefumptuous 
fool  ;  and  this  confidence  may  be  found  in  a  man 
void  of  faith  ;  and  it  is  compared  to  a  broken  tooth, 
that  never  could  crack  a  promife  (g)  ;  or  a  foot  out 
of  joint,  that  never  moved  a  ftep  in  the  narrow 
way  (bj ;  yea,  this  confidence  may  lift  him  up  to  the 
heavens  in  appearance,  and  his  head  may  touch  the 
clouds,  yet  all  fhall  give  up  the  ghoft  when  he  bows 
his  head  to  the  King  of  Terrors :  And  many  Ample 
fouls,  who  have  feen  him  on  earth,  fliali  fay,  (when 
they  mifs  him  at  the  general  doom)  where  is  he  (i)  ? 
If  his  affurance,  which  he  preaches,  deftroys  peace, 
unity,  and  love  ; — if  it  divides  and  icatters  the  flock, 
if  it  condemns  the  broken  and  contrite  heart,  it  comes 
not  from  above  ;  it  is  earthly ,  fenfual,  and  devilijli  :  for 

(a)   2  TheiT.  i.  J.  (I)   i  Cor.  xv.  49. 

(c)  Col.  ii.  2.  (d)  Heb.  vi.  n. 

(c)   Hcb.  x.  22.  (f)  Ifaiahxxxii.  17. 

(^)  Cant.  vi.  11.  (b)   Prov.  xxv.  19. 
(i)  Jobxvid.  14,  and  xx.  6,  7. 
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where  divijion,  fir  if e,   and  envy  is,  there  is  every  evil 
work. 

Remember  the  private  and  public  warnings  I  gave 
you,  and  the  flock  alfo,  at  my  departure  ;  and  if  you 
flinch  from  God's  truth,  let  me  never  fee  your  face 
again.  N.  is  a  man  that  I  love,  and  judged  favour- 
ably of;  and  indeed  he  has  been  a  friend  to  me  in 
many  refpedts ;  but  my  belly  is  not  my  God ;  if  it 
had,  I  fhould  not  have  been  fo  poor  as  I  am  :  I  hope3 
by  God's  grace,  to  facrifice  both  his  love  and  friend- 
ship, before  I  will  facrifice  one  grain  of  truth  to  his 
error.  We  muft  pity  and  pray  for  their  fouls,  but 
give  no  ground  to  the  Devil.  If  he  calls  on  me,  you 
may  depend  upon  it,  by  God's  grace,  I  will  with- 
stand him  to  the  laft. 

Thy  Father  tells  thee  to  be  wife,  and  make  his  heart 
glad,  that  he  may  know  how  to  anfwer  them  that  reproach 
him  (a).  That  fweet  word  has  often  melted  my  foul, 
the  Lord  is  good  indeed  to  unworthy  me,  blefs  his 
holy  name  ;  and  thou  Jloalt  be  more  than  conqueror  thro 
his  love  in  Christ  Jesus;  if  thou  wield  his  fword* 
valiantly,  my  prayer  Jhall  be  in  thy  calamity  ;  but  it  is 
our  fpiritual  Aaron  alone  muft  ftay  thy  hand  if 
Amalek  is  defeated.  However,  fight  boldly,  and 
be  fure  to  guard  the  rear  rank;  he  began  the 
battle  at  the  feeblejl  of  the  hoft  at  firft,  and  ever 
#nce   has  laid  hotteft   at  the  heel;    but  God  hath 

(a)  Prov.  xxvii.  i\% 
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fworn  that  he  will  have  war  with   him  for  ever . 

I  hope  to  Jliont  for  the  battle,  but  never  to  hear 
the  Philiftines  fay,  the  Ark  is  taken.  Fare  thee 
well ;  faith  and  patience  be  with  thee,  while  I  re- 
main 

Affectionately  thine, 

W.  H. 


LET- 
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LETTER      II. 


Winchefter-Row* 


Dear  Brother  and  Fellow  Labourer, 


LOving-kindnefs  crown  thee  both  in  thy  ftudy, 
and  in  thy  pulpit.  Your's  I  gladly  received^ 
but  fhall  return  no  thanks  for  the  encomiums  you 
have  put  on  my  experience,  judgment,  and  penetra- 
tion. If  we  experience  life,  it  is  the  breath  of  the 
fecond  Adam ;  if  we  have  knowledge,  the  Lord  is 
the  light  of  our  candle,  the  key  of  the  myftery  ;— 
and,  in  the  open  vifion  of  faith,  we  difcern  and  em- 
brace his  revealed  mind  and  will  concerning  us ; 
therefore  to  him  be  all  the  glory  from  everlafling  to 
everlafting. 

Let  them  feed  on  applaufe,  and  fing  of  merit,  who 
are  perfect  in  the  flefh ;  but,  for  my  part,  I  hope  ta 
live  and  die  a  flnner,  and  a  monument  of  free  grace 
and  mercy,  and  to  all  eternity  mud  remain  a  debtor  ; 
and,  as  fuch,  I  will  never  join  the  chorus  with  any 
who  fing  that  ancient  god-dethroning,  felf-exalting, 
and  foul- damning  ditty,  entitled  free-agency.  This 
fong  will  be  read  by  many  at  the  day  of  doom  (a)9 
but  will  be  condemned  by  the  Judge  of  quick  and 

(a)  Matt.  xxv.  44. 
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dead  (a).  Sovereign  mercy  will  rafe  it  from  the  mind 
and  memory  of  every  fongfter  in  heaven ;  and  retri- 
butive Juftice  will  make  confeience  cry  it  down  in 
hell  :  Therefore,  let  me  fing  the  fong  in  time,  that 
grace  will  allow  in  eternity,  /  will  fing  of  mercy  and  of 
judgment ;  my  mind,  my  underftanding,  and  my  me- 
mory received  this  fong  under  the  twofold  impreffion 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft ;  and  I  believe  it  will  never  be 
erafed  from  my  foul  in  this  world,  nor,  be  prohibited 
to  be  fung  in  the  next. 

Indeed,  my  brother,  I  know  not  how  to  refolve 
your  queflion ;  you  have  fet  me  a  hard  talk ;  to  give 
you  a  true  portrait  of  a  refined  Antiiiomian,  requires 
a  more  ingenious  limner  than  I  am  ;  nor  are  you  the 
firft  faint  this  character  has  puzzled.  You  fay,  '  he 
is  circumfped;  in  his  walk;'  true;  Satan  is  often  en- 
tombed in  a  painted  fepulchre,  and  has  deceived 
many  innocent  fheep,  by  wearing  a  fheep's  fkin* 
You  fay,  c  he  has  a  great  gift;'  this  he  may  have 
alfo,  and  [peak  with  the  tongue  of  men  and  of  ar 
God  fometimes  gives  a  tinkling  cymbal,  to  pleale  a 
baftard  child.  Do  not  be  deceived  by  his  running  ; 
he  is  not  always  on  the  winning  fide  who  runs  the 
fafteft  ;  but  he  is  a  winner  who  runs  the  befl — the 
firfl  are  lafi  in  the  Chriftian  race,  and  the  lafi  are  firft  : 
The  prey  is  not  always  caught  by  the  fzvift  of 
but  by  the  cripple  in  fpirit  (£). 

Law  terrors  he  may  have  had  alfo,  and  yet  be  a 
flranger  to  juftijicaiicn  ;  falvation  lays  not  in  Mcfcs's 

(*)   Luke  xiii,  26,  (b)  Ifiuib  xxsiii.  23. 
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rod,  but  in  ChriJPs  balm  ;  it  is  Mofes  that  gives  the 
wound,  and  Chrift  the  cure.  Many  have  faid  I  am 
wounded,  who  never  could  fay  I  am  healed  ;  there- 
fore enquire  after  his  health — aflc  how  the  atonement 
operated  on  his  confeience — when  he  began  to  a- 
mend — what  views  and  thoughts  he  had  of  the  great 
phyfician — and  whether  he  received^  only  (a),  or  the 
oil  of 'joy  (b).  This  nice  diftinftion  is  very  neceflary 
in  examination  ;  joy  may  lift  a  man  up,  but  the  oil 
of  joy  works  upwards  and  downwards ;  it  foftens  the 
heart,  and  lays  it  compofed  in  deep  humility ;  but 
raifes  the  mind  and  affe&ions  to  Heaven :  He  will 
know  fomething  of  this,  if  ever  he  was  made  whole. 
If  you  feel  his  pulfe  faithfully,  you  will  foon  find  it 
beat  high  with  anger;  and,  indeed,  you  muft  not 
wonder  if  he  fhould  call  you  a  quack,  and  leave  your 
ihop. 

c  By  their  fruits  we  Jliall  knozv  them.9  True ;  but 
Chriftian  fruits  are  two-fold — there  are  fruits  of  the 
fpirit  within,  and  the  fruits  of  faith  without.  Paul 
afks  thisqueftion,  Have  you  received  the  Holy  Ghojl  (c)t 
Now,  fays  he,  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  are  thefe  (*/), 
Know  ye  not,  that  Chrifi  is  in  you,  except  ye  are  repro* 
bates?  If  ye  have  not  the  Spirit  of  Chrifi,  ye  are  none  of 
his  (e).  Give  me  a  reajbn  of  the  hope  that  is  in  you.  A 
tinner's  heart,  under  the  curfe  of  the  law,  is  like  the 
earth  under  the  curfe  of  God — it  brings  forth  nothing 

(a)  Matt,  xiii,  20.  (I)   Ifaiah  lxi.  3. 

(c)  A&s  xix.  2.  (a)  Gal.  v,  22* 

(e)  Rom.  viii.  9. 

but 


but  thorns ;  and  who  can  gather  grapes  of  thorns  ?  If> 
deed,  you  need  not  wonder  at  the  apoftacy  of  fo  many 
ofthern.  '  What  is  an  Antinomian  ?'  In  fhort,  a 
fuperfine  Antimonian  is  one  who  is  an  Evangelift  in 
the  head,  a  Pharifee  in  the  foot,  a  Believer  in  tongue, 
but  an  Infidel  in  heart;  he  is  one  of  Satan's  bellmen  ; 
he  cries  up  the  letter,  but  cries  down  the  fpirit ;  his 
bufinefs  is  to  condemn  the  meek,  but  jujlify  the  pre- 
fumptuous.  The  operation  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  is 
laughed  at,  and  called  inward  tickling — to  have  a 
fingle  doubt  of  final  victory  in  the  fight  of  faith,  is 
certain  damnation ;  but  to  harden  one's  confcience, 
and  caft  off  all  fear,  is  to  be  more  than  conqueror. 

Thefe  noble  Bereans  take  us  to  the  law  and  to  the  tef- 
timony,  and  when  we  come  to  that  bar  with  them, 
their  main  bufinefs  is  to  difpute  us  out  of  the  laiv 
written  in  our  hearts,  and  out  of  the  te/iimony  of  a  good 
confcience ;  and  thus  the  kingdom  ftands  only./B  ward* 
and  that  is  to  be  exalted  above  the  power.  This  turn- 
ing things  upfide  down,  God  efteems  as  potter  s  c?ayfa); 
and  tees  ;  part  of  iron,  and  part  of  clay,  is  a  JbVg 
partly  firong,  and  partly  broken  (&).  The  firft  ftep  thefe 
gentlemen  take  in  their  apoftacy  is,  to  cavil  againft 
the  power  of  godlinefs :  it  is  a  rare  thing  to  find  one 
of  thofe  foxes  in  my  Matter's  coni-ftld,  without  a 
coal  of  contention  tied  to  his  tail.  The  bufinefs 
of  a  contentious  man  is  to  kindle  fi rife ;  and  Solomon 
fays,  we  muji  fpit  upon  it  ;  but  when  we  fliall  put  in 
out,  I  know  not.     Dj  not  let  their  fiery  zeal  dec 

(a)   Ifaiah  xxii.  it*.  (£)  Dan.  ii.  42, 
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you  ;  if  a  man  gets  a  notion  into  his  noddle,  he  mud 
defend  it  with  fomething  ;  and  if  he  has  not  fpiritual 
weapons,  we  may  expert  him  to  defend  it  with  the 
fift  of  wickedn/s  :  my  head  has  been  threatened  ere 
now. 

A  Chriftian  who  enjoys  communion  with  Christ, 
is  compared  to  a  Dove,  and  his  lonely  moments  are 
often  the  fweeteft ;  but  an  Antinomian  is  like  a  fea- 
gull,  the  bufieft  in  a  ftorm.  However,  God  allows 
us  to  contend  with  them,  until  they  are  feated  in  the 
/corner's  chair,  and  then  to  leave  them  as  irreclaim- 
able :  he  that  reprove tk  a  /corner,  getteth  him/elf  a  blot. 
Look  back,  my  Brother,  on  all  in  D.  -who  ran  (o 
well  in  appearance,  but  are  now  /tumbling  at  the  divi- 
nity of  our  Lord,  that  Rock  of  offence — look,  I  fay, 
was  there  one  of  them  all,  who  could  give  an  ac- 
count of  the  pardon  of  fin.  of  a  godly  forrow,  and  of 
the  witnefs  of  God's  Spirit  ?  A  broken  heart,  and  a 
daily  crofs  were  wanting. 

On  a  proper  reflection  you  may  fay  with  the 
Pfalmift,  when  he  reflected  on  the  profeflion  of  Ahi- 
tcphel,  he  had  no  changes,  therefore  he  feared  not  God. 
I  need  make  no  apology,  knowing  that  your  regard 
for  me  will  oblige  you  to  fpread  your  fkirt  over  every 
blot.  I  will  fend  you  an  account  how  we  go  on  in 
London  in  my  next.  Oh,  my  Brother,  the  fweeteft 
religion  is  Christ  crucified  in  a  broken  heart !  Be 
this  thy  lot  and  mine. 

I  remain  affectionately 

Thine  in  Gofpel  Ties, 

W.  H, 
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LETTER        III. 

Winchefter-Row. 
My  dear  Brother  and  Fellozv -labourer, 

YOUR's  I  received,  but  cannot  agree  with 
your  fentiments  in  this  particular;  I  never 
can  be  brought  to  believe,  that  a  man  of  eminent 
learning  and  natural  abilities,  while  he  remains  defti- 
tute  of  the  fovereign  grace  of  God,  can  be  of  any 
ufe  to  the  houfehold  of  faith,  Chrift's  kingdom  is 
fpiritual,  his  wifdom  is  a  myftery,  and  his  houfehold 
is  faithful ;  and  how  can  a  carnal,  earthly  infidel  be 
of  any  real  fervice  to  fuch  a  hidden  myftical  fpiritual 
body  ? 

I  believe  every  creature  can  only  beget  its  like  : 
An  Arian  may  beget  an  Arian,  an  Antinomian  may 
beget  an  Antinomian,  a  bigot  may  beget  a  bigot,  and 
a  legalift  may  beget  a  legalift;  but  I  never  will  be- 
lieve a  ferpent  can  beget  a  dove,  or  that  a  goat  can 
beget  a  lamb.  A  divine  offspring,  from  a  carnal 
conception,  muft  be  a  child  of  confufion;  and  all 
fuch,  inftead  of  being  the  fait  of  the  earth,  are  but 
the  fuel  of  it  ;  as  the  gigantic  race  of  antideluvun 
profeflors   witnefs.      They   are   called    mighty    i 

N  mon- 
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monfters  in  mind,  and  monfters  in  practice,  or  Jin- 
ners  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft,  whom  the  Spirit  dif- 
dained  to  take  pofleffion  of,  or  always  to  Jlrive  with : 
though  their  fathers  were  fons  of  God  by  profeffion, 
yet  their  mothers  were  the  offspring  of  him  who  was 
of  that  wicked  one,  the  Devil,  and  Jlew  his  brother,  only 
becaufc  he  was  righteous.  It  is  impoffible  for  the  fpi- 
rit  of  mammon,  and  the  Spirit  oiChriJl  to  be  co-partners 
in  the  work  of  God  ;  God  fays  of  them,  their  wicked- 
fiefs  was  great* 

A  man  brought  up  at  an  academy,  if  he  is  ftu- 
dious,  of  a  quick  wit,  and  has  a  natural  genius,  may, 
with  thefe  human  abilities,  blaze  for  a  time,  and  ap- 
pear, in  the  atmofphere  of  the  Chriflian  world,  as  a 
comet  does  in  the  ftarry  heavens  ;  but,  if  grace  pre- 
vent not,  he  will,  fooner  or  later,  drop  into  fome 
flood  of  ungodlinefs ;  and  we  often  fee  the  falfe  zeal 
of  fuch  fjon  quenched  ;  and  fuch  are  too  frequently 
feen  afterwards  to  appear  under  the  direction  of  ih& 
prince  of  i  air,  as  wandering  Jlars,  only 

to  guide  the  veffels  of  wrath,  that  are  laden  with 
error  y  and  bound  for  deftrudtion  (a).  I  have  known 
the  awful  apoftacy  of  fuch,  almoft  ready  to  eledtrify 
the  buildings  of  mercy  (b)  ;  poor,  humble  fouls,  who 
have  trembled  at  the  found  of  their  fall,  have  fhewed 
me  feveral  perfons,  who  they  affirmed  were  converted 
by  the  inftrumentality  of  fuch  men.  I  thought  it  at 
that  time  prudent  to  conceal  my  private  opinion, 

(a)  ILtv.  \iii.   io»  (b)  Acts  r.   10,  II, 

and 


and  to  watch  this  wonderful  progeny ;  and  when  I 
have  got  into  company  with  them,  have  been  more 
confirmed  in  my  fentiments  than  ever;  for,  not  one 
of  them  al]  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  proper  child  : 
They  feemed  with  big  heads  (a),  ricketty  joints  (b), 
wild,  unfcriptural  notions  (c),  confufed  ideas  (d),  and 
a  language  half  Hebrew,  and  half  Aflidod  ;  I  though11 
if  Nehemiah  had  been  prefent,  he  would  have  pluckt 
off  their  hairy  and  curfed  them  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  (e)  : 
However,  I  fear  all  fuch  children  of  Zion  will,  in- 
Jlead  of  well-fet  hair,  appear  in  baldnefs  (f). 

This  laft  letter  of  your's  has  called  upon  me  to  ex- 
plain my  fecret  thoughts  on  a  fubjeft,  which  I  have 
never  mentioned  to  any  foul ;  I  therefore  hope  yon 
will  excufe  me  if  I  do  not  fall  in  with  your  judgment 
in  the  paffages  which  I  intend  to  comment  on  ;  they 
appear  to  me  full  to  the  purpofe,  and  fufficient  to 
clear  the  point  in  hand:  Leviticus  xxi.  16.  "And 
the  Lord  fpake  unto  Mofes,  faying,  fpeak  unto  Aaron  7  fay- 
ing, whofoever  he  be  of  thy  feed  in  their  generations,  that 
hath  any  blemip,  let  him  not  approach  to  offer  the  bread 
of  his  God"  Blemifh  fignifies  a  foul  fpot,  a  ftain,  a 
thing  corrupted,  or  a  defedlion ;  and  fuch  preachers 
we  read  of  (g)9  they  are  faid  to  walk  after  the  fiejli,  in 
the  lu[ls  of  uncleannefs,  to  dcfpife  the  mild  government  cf 
the  King  of  kings ;  they  prefumed  on  the  mercy  of 


(a)  Prov.  x.  8. 

(£)    1  Kings  xviii.  21 

(i)    i  Peter  i.   1 3. 

(it)   Pfalm  v.  if. 

(e)   Nth.  xiii.  24,  2{. 

(f)  Iiaiah  iii,  24. 

(%)  2  Peter  ii.  10. 
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God,  though  tliey  walked  in  the  flefh ;  they  were 
free-will  mongers,  and  could  fpeak  againft  the  dignity 
and  fovereignty  of  the  incomprehensible  Trinity,  and 
that  without  fear.  "They  fpeak  evil  of  the  things  of  the 
Spirit,  which  they  underfiand  not ;  their  eyes  were  filled 
with  adultery  ;  they  beguiled:  unliable  fouls ;  they  were 
called  the  follozvers  of  Balaam ,  wells  without  water, 
clouds  carried  away  with  a  tempefi,  and  yet  preached 
great  fwelling  zvords  of  vanity — yea,  preached  liberty  to 
others j  while  Satan  led  them  captive  at  his  will*  Thefe 
zrefpots  and  blcmif/jes,  fays  Peter;  they  diftionour  the 
bleffed  gofpel ;  they  pollute  the  church  of  Chrift, 
and  fully  the  glory  of  God  in  his  righteous  caufe  fa). 
"  A  blind  man,  or  a  lame,  or  he  that  hath  a  fiat  nofey 
cr  any  thing  fuperfiuous  (b)"  Not  a  blind  man  (hall 
offer  the  bread  of  his  God  ;  that  is,  he  fhall  not 
preach  Chrift,  the  bread  of  life  (c).  A  blind  man 
feeth  not  the  depth  of  his  corruption,  nor  feels  the 
plague  of  his  own  heart ;  and  fuch  will  deny  the 
dreadful  fall  of  man.  A  blind  man  feeth  not  the 
fpirituality  of  God's  law,  and  therefore  can  never 
handle  the  law  lawfully  ;  for  he  under/lands  not  what  he 
fays,  or  whereof  he  affirms  (d).  A  blind  man  fees  not 
the  holinefs,  juftice,  and  unchangeablenefs  of  God, 
in  his  law ;  and,  as  he  is  a  ftranger  to  the  terrors  of 
God,  he  is  not  a  fit  perfon  to  perfuade  men  (e). 

(a)   2Peterih   10. — 22%  (b)   Lev.  xxi.   18. 

(c)  John  vi.  54.  (d)   1  Tim.  i.  7. 

(e)   2  Cor.  v.  1 1 * 

How 
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How  can  a  blind  man  fee  the  glory  of  God,  in  tie  per* 

Jon  ofjefus  Chriji  (a)  ?     And  if  he  has  not  feen  Chrift 

for  himfelf,  how  fhali  he  fee  him  for  another  ?     He 

rauft  be  hoking  to  Jefus,  before  he  can  point   him 

out  (£).     All  that  a  blind  man  can  fay   is  only,  lo  ! 

here !    and    lo,    there !     and    all    the    eftablifhment 

flocks  can  get  under  fuck  fhepherds,  is  only  to  halt 

between  two  opinions  (c). 

"  Not  a  lame  man"  verfe  the  eighteenth.     It  doth 

'*  not   mean   a  broken   fpirit ;  No :  for  God  blefleth 

him  who  goeth  forth  weeping,  and  bearing  precious  feed ; 

and  fays,  he  flail  doubtlefs  return  with  rejoicing,  bring- 

ing  hisjlieaves  with  liim  (d)  :  But  it  msans  a  man  broken 

in  judgment  (e).     What  can  a  crippled  judgment  do 

with  a  divine  parable  ?     The  legs  of  the  lame  are  not 

equal,  fo  is  a  parable  in  the  mouth  of  fools  (f).     A  mi- 

nifter  of  Chrift  is  to  Jlrengthen  the  weak  hands,  and  to 

confirm  the  feeble  knees  (g) ;  but  how  fliall   he  do  it, 

who,  like  Mephibofheth,    is  lame  in  both  his   feet  ? 

If  he  has  not  made  ftraight  paths  for  his  own  feet,  he 

can  only  turn  o'hers  out  of  the  way  of  healing  (A). 

Chrift  fends  his  fervants  to  bring  in  the  hah,  the  lame9 

end  the  blind  (i j ;  but  we    are  not  to  fet  about  this 

work    with    our   carnal  crutches ;    the  Holy  Ghoft 

makes  us  fing  like  a  Philomel,  and  leap  as  an  Hart  (k)m 
i 

(a)  2C0r.Hr.  iS.  (o)  Heb.xiL*. 

(c)    1  Kings  xviii.   21.  (<i)    Piahn  exxvi.  6. 
(r)   Hof,  v.   ii.  . .  xxvl  7. 

(g)   Ilaiah  xxxv.   3.  (/,)    Hcb.  xii.  12,  13. 

(0  Lukcxiv.  St.  (Jt)   Iuiahxxxv.  6. 
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<*  Not  a  man  with  a  fiat  nofe"  verfc  the  eighteenth* 
•A  man,  with  a  ftoppage  in  his  noftrils,  cannot  dif- 
tinguifh  an  odour  from  a  flench.  Zion's  garments  fmell 
of  myrrh  ;  but  if  Chrift  never  breathed  the  breath  of 
eternal  life  in  his  noftrils,  he  will  not  diftinguifli  the 
odoriferous  grace  of  God  (#),  from  the  infernal  per- 
fumes of  erroneous  hypocrites  (hi).  He  mufl  have  a 
nofe  in  the  body  myftical — "  If  the  whole  were  feeing, 
where  were  the  fuelling  (c)  ?"  This  I  know,  if  he  can- 
not fmell  out  the  gracious,  the  gracious  will  foon 
fmelf  out  him  (d). 

u  Not  a  man  who  hath  any  thing  fuperfluQus" — ■ 
Not  one  in  Popifh  principles,  who  has  got  works  of 
fupererrogation  ;  that  is,  more  works  than  the  law  of 
God  requires.  Not  a  man  perfedt  in  the  flefh,  for 
he  has  more  perfection  than  the  Gofpel  gives  or  re- 
quires (e).  Not  a  man  wife  in  his  own  conceit  (/), 
for  he  is  wife  above  what  is  written  (g).  Not  a  man 
that  holds  univerfal  redemption ;  becaufe  he  has  got 
more  redemption  than  the  Bible,  and  will  apply  that 
to  the  goatSy  which  belongs  to  the  fheep  only(&). 
Not  a  Pharifee,  for  he  is  felf-righteous  overmuch  (i) ; 
not  a  free-thinker,  becaufe  a  preacher  of  the  gofpel 
is  to  bring  in  every  thought  to  the  obedience  of  Chrijl  (&). 
Not  a  free-agent ;  becaufe  he  is  to  preach  free,  fove- 

(a)  Heb.  xiv.  6.  (£)  Pro  v.  vii.  17. 

(c)  1  Cor.  xii.  17.  (d)  Ifaiah  iii.    24. 

(e)  Gal.  iii.  3.  (f)  Rom.  xi.  25.  ' 

(g)  1  Cor.  iv.  £.  (b)  John  x.  15. 


(/')  Ecclef.  vii.  16.  (k)  2  Cor.  x.  5. 
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reign  graee,  and  its  reigning  power  (*/).  Not  a  felf- 
fufficient  man  ;  for  he  will  cry  down  the  favereignty  of 
God  fbj,  and  jifiify  the  wicked,  which  is  an  abomim- 
iion(c)*  Not  a  man  fwimmirig  away  only  with  a 
flood  of  natural  affedlions ;  for  he  ivill  think  God  is  ju/l 
likehimfelf  (d),  and  will  preach  the  eternal  love  of  the 
God-head,  as  universally  fixed  on  all  the  human 
race  ;  this  is  denying  the  Bible,  which  tells  us  thou- 
fands  are  in  hell  already  (e),  and  not  one  there  but 
the  obje&  of  his  hatred  (f).  All  thefe  principles  we 
bring  into  the  world  with  us,  and  they  are  a  fuperfluity 
of  naughtinefs  (g)  ;  thefe  old  things  mvfl  be  done  divay, 
before  we  can  be  new  creatures.  The  old  man  is 
but  a  very  poor  divine  at  beft,  and  will  be  a  bad  in- 
ftrument  to  proclaim  the  neccflity  of  a  new  heart,  a 
new  fpirit,  and  felf-denial. 

"  Not  a  man  that  is  broken  handed  or  broken  footed"— * 
A  man  broken  handed  cannot  work,  and  he  that  is 
broken  footed  cannot  walk.  A  prieft  under  the  law 
was  to  receive  and  kill  the  facrifice,  and  to  wave  it 
before  the  Lord  ;  and  if  it  was  offered  for  himfelf,  he 
muft  lay  his  hands  upon  the  head  of  it,  and  confefs 
his  fins  over  it  to  God  ;  he  was  to  go  to  God  to  en- 
quire for  the  people,  and  then  to  come  out  and  lift 
up  his  hands,  and  blefs  them  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord ;  therefore,   a  ceremonial  prieft    needed    both 

(a)   Ifaiah  ii.  i  r.  17.  r.  14^ 

(c)  ProWxWi.  15.  Pftlm  1.  21. 

(/•)   Lzck.  xxxu  16,   17.-—  ij. 

{j)   i;rov.  xx'n.  41.     G  .41.         (-)  Ifaiah  i.  *t« 
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feet  and  hands ;  and  a  gofpel  minifter  muft  be  both 
a  wayfaring  man  and  a  labourer  (a)  ;  he  muft  zvalk  by 
faith  (b)9  and  by  faith,  lay  hold  on  eternal  life :  Free- 
will is  a  withered  arm  (<:),  and  fiefhly  confidence  is 
a  foot  out  of  joint  (d). 

"  Not  a  man  crook-backed^ — Surely  it  is  not  a  de- 
formed body  that  is  here  meant  in  this  paffage  ;  God 
is  no  refpetter  of  perfons,  neither  does  he  delight  in  any 
man's  legs.  Paul  the  apoftle  was  a  deformed  man, 
and  the  devil  tempted  him  enough  about  it  (/),  and 
fools  often  defpifed  him  for  it  (f).  Every  unrenewed 
man  is  one  of  Adam's  crooked  generation  (g)  ;  and 
their  ways  are  as  crooked  as  their  fpirits  (&).  The 
word  crook  in  man  is  his  ferpentine,  froward, 
ftubborn,  and  perverfe  will ;  if  his  will  is  refigned  to 
the  will  of  God,  he  is  an  upright  man ;  but  if  he  is 
felf-willed,  he  is  a  curfed  child,  therefore  a  very  im- 
proper channel  to  convey  bleffings  to  others.  If  the 
felf-willed  are'  to  be  fcattered  in  Ifrael,  and  divided  in 
Jacob  (*),  they  are  not  very  fit  perfons  to  call  the 
eledt  to  the  unity  of  faith.  Shew  me  a  free-will  perfon, 
and  I  will  fhew  you  a  rebel — yea,  a  rebel  againft  the 
fovereignty  of  the  King,  the  laws  of  his  kingdom, 
and  every  loyal  fubjedt  of  it.     He  muft  not  be  crook- 

(a)  2  Tim.  iL  6.  (1)  2  Cor. v.  7. 

(c)  Ifaiah  lxiv.   7.  (d)  Prov.  xxv.  19. 

(e)  Gal.  iv.  14.  (f)  2  Cor.  x.  10. 

(g)  Deut.  xxxii.  5.     Phil.  ii.  15.         (b)  Prov.  ii.  15. 

(/')  Gen.  xlix.  5,  6,  7. 
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backed,  nor  bowed  down  with  a  legal  yoke ;  if  he  is  a 
minifter  of  Chrift,  he  mud  go  upright  (a). 

"  Not  a  dwarf Jliall  offer  the  bread  cf  his  God(b)"-^ 
Surely  it  doth  not  mean  one  of  low  ftature,  in  a  gof- 
pel  fenfe  ;  if  it  did,  Paul  would  have  been  excluded, 
for  he  was  very  froall,  or  elfe  they  would  not  have 
been  able  to  have  got  him  out  at  a  window,  or  let 
him  down  in  a  bafcet  (7).  A  dwarf  is  one  {tinted 
by  illnefs;  or  ricketty,  for  want  of  good  nnrfing.  I 
have  fcen  poor  infants  crawling  on  their  knees  at  three 
years  old,  when,  if  they  had  been  properly  nurfed, 
they  would  have  been  on  their  feet  at  fifteen  months. 
We  have  many  bad  mothers  in  our  days,  who,  like 
oJlricheS)  are  hardened  againft  their  young,  and  leave 
them  for  the  fun  and  fand  to  hatch  ;  forgeting  that, 
if  they  lofe  the  ufe  of  their  limbs,  every  foot  may  crufli 
them  (d).  Many  fuch  dwarfs  we  have  in  Zion's  fa* 
mily,  and  it  is  much  owing  to  bad  nurfing.  Some 
nurfes  live  on  milk  themfelves,  and  ufe  nothing  but 
milk  for  others ;  thefe  are  unjkilful  in  the  word  of  righ- 
ieoufnefs,  they  are  babes ;  and  a  family  nurfed  by  babes 
muft  be  kept  all  their  years  in  infancy. 

Some  there  are  who  are  afraid  to  reprove,  or  re- 
buke, for  fear  of  diftrefling  the  weak  ;  though  God 
has  commanded  it,  in  order  to  make  them  found  in 
the  faith  (V).  Others  are  afraid  to  preach  up  the 
eledtion  of  God,  left  their  followers  fhould  grow  li- 

(a)   Lev.  xxvi.  13.    2  Chron.  xxix.   34.        (b)  Lev.  xxi.  20. 
(c)  25,  (cfj   Job  xxxix.  15. 

(e)   Tit.  i.  J  5. 
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-eentious ;  as  if  the  predeftination  of  God  for  our 
eternal  welfare  were  nothing  but  a  trap  (a).  I  know 
fome  who  feldom  mention  the  imputed  righteoufnefs 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  for  fear  of  crying  down  inherent  righ- 
teoufnefs ;  but,  if  all  felf-righteoufnefs  is  no  better 
than  filthy  rags,  the  lefs  we  have  of  it  the  better : 
Rags  are  not  worth  fpeaking  of,  therefore  we  ought 
to  make  mention*  of  the  Lord's  righteoufnefs,  and  of  his 
mly  (b).  Some  do  not  chufe  to  preach  up  too  much 
of  the  final  perfeverance  of  the  faints,  left  it  fhouid 
flop  them  from  ftriving  ;  but  Jkjloly  firivings  for  maf- 
iery  will  not  be  crowned,  becaufe  they  do  not  firive  law- 
fully (c).  Nothing  on  earth  is  fo  bad  for  a  foul  as  a 
legal  miniftry,  it  keeps  poor  fouls  in  perpetual  bond- 
age ;  legal  travel  is  attended  with  no  growth — how 
fliall  a  foul  grow,  till  it  is  born  again  ?  Legal  fear 
makes  a  foul  flick  in  the  womb  (d),  but  perfect  love 
cajls  out  fear  (e). 

I  once  was  in  company  with  a  woman,  who  fits 
under  a  very  legal  pread  r,  and  her  hufband  is  in  the 
famefpirit ;  fhe  was  forely  wounded  in  her  confeience 
with  the  terrors  of  God,  till  fhe  laid  fiege  to  the  king- 
dom of  heaven ;  it  fuffered  violence,  and  Jlie  took  it  by 
force  (/)  ;  being  filled  with  light,  love,  and  liberty, 
ihe  broke  forth  in  raptures  to  her  hufband  :  this 
burning  lamp  fo  dazzled  hi*  eyes,  that  he  fufpeded 
the  flame  to  come  from  the  .aiernal  regions,  and  told 

(/?)  Jer.  xxvi.  2.  (<£)  Pfalm  lxxi.  16. 

{c)  2  Tim*  ii.  5,  (d)  Hof.  xiii.  13. 

0)  John  iv.  18.  (f)  Matt.  3d.  i*. 
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her  (he  was  deluded  ;  but  (he  continued  (till  to  blaze* 
He  went  and  fetched  other  members  of  the  fociety, 
and  they  declared  the  fame ;  then  the  minifter  wa9 
defired  to  examine  her  ;  he  alfo  declared  ihe  was  de- 
luded. So  Ihe  pinned  her  faith  to  the  prieft's  judg- 
ment, and  rejijled  the  Holy  Ghoji  as  a  deluder ;  and 
very  foon  ihe  loft  all  her  joy  and  peace  in  believing ; 
and  to  this  day  (for  ought  I  know)  fits  in  the  fhadow 
of  death.  Job  calls  this  rebellion  againji  the  light,  for 
fuch  know  not  the  way  thereof  (a).  Milton  calls  it 
c  forcing  the  Spirit  of  grace  itfelf,  and  binding  his 
conforms  liberty ;'  and  I  think  none  but  a  fool  will 
call  this  preaching  up  the  new  birth.  That  man 
who  cruihes  the  very  vitals  of  godlinefs,  is  but  a 
poor  preacher  of  the  kingdom  of  God.  I  told  her 
if  ihe  ever  recovered  it  again,  ihe  muft  fmuggle  it. 

Thefe  elder  fons,  who  never  tranfgrejfcd  at  any  time, 
cannot  bear  much  mufic  and  dancing  ;  they  want  a  kid, 
as  a  reward  for  their  labour ;  but  they  may  cry  my 
kannefs,  my  leannefs  long  enough  before  they  fhall  get 
it.  The  ihackles  of  a  (lave,  and  the  wings  of  a  dove, 
are  two  things  that  will  no  more  unite  together,  than 
iron  and  clay.  I  know  feveral  fouls  at  this  time,  who 
have  long  fat  under  thefe  dwarfs,  till  their  diftrefs  of 
foul  has  drove  them  elfewhere  for  food  ;  and  when 
God  has  fet  them  at  liberty,  many  arrows  have  been 
(hot  at  them  from  the  pulpit ;  and  many  bitter  words 
from   the   legal  flock,  only  becaufc  Chriji  had  made 

[a)   Job  xxiv.    14. 
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them  free  indeed.  But  I  hope  they  will  Jland  faft  in 
that  liberty  which  Chrift  hath  given  them,  and  not 
be  again  entangled  with  the  heavy  yoke  of  bond- 
age 00  :  A  dwarf  flull  not  approach  to  offer  the 
bread  of  his  God. 

"  No  man  with  a  Umijh  in  his  eyes  (£)"  fhall  be  a 
prieft,  becaufe  he  cannot  fee  afar  off,  and  therefore 
can  never  be  a  proper  perfon  for  a  Jeer,  while  his  own 
underftanding  is  hood-winked  (c).  "  Not  a  man 
with  the  fairvy" — no,  if  his  own  blood  be  foul,  he  is 
liable  to  infed:  others ;  therefore  he  mufi  be  purged 
withhyjfop  himfelf,  and  then  he  may  fay,  as  the  pro- 
phet did,  from  his  own  experience ;  7  will  cleanfe 
their  blood,  that  I  have  not  cleanfed,  for  the  Lord  dwelleth 
in  Zion  (d).  "  Not  a  man  /cabbed  (*)." — No,  one  fcab- 
bed  fheep  will  fpoil  the  whole  flock,  as  fay  thofe 
who  fpeak  in  proverbs  ,*  and  a  fcabby  fhepherd  is  a 
reproach  to  the  flock.  God  knows  we  have  all  too 
many  fpots ;  but  this  teacheth  us  humility ;  and 
God  keeping  them  from  breaking  out,  fliews  us 
where  our  ftrength  lays(/).  The  worft  running 
fores  are  errors  propagated,  and  the  worft  dry  fcabs 
are  errors  fixed.  We  may  pronounce  fuch  utterly 
unclean,  for  the  plague  is  in  their  head  (g). 

"  A  man  that  hath  his  ftones  broken  (h)"  fhall  not 
be  a  prieft.     Do  not  be  offended  at  my  quoting  the 

(a)  Gal.  ii.  4.  (£)   Lev.  xxi.  20. 

(r)  Matt.  xv.  14.  {d)  Lev.  xxi.  20.     Joel  iii.  21. 

(e)  Lev.  xxi.  20.  (/)  2  Cor.  xii.  9. 

(£)  Lev.  xiii.  44..  (b)  Lev.  xxi,  20,21. 
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paflage,  every  word  of  God  is  pure  (a).  In  a  gofpel 
fenfc,  this  cannot  mean  a  perfon  bodily  deficient. 
No  ;  the  eunuch,  is  not  to  call  kimfelf  a  dry  tree  (b).  Some 
have  made  them/elves  eunuchs,  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven's 
fake  (c)  ;  and  he  was  one  of  this  fort,  to  whom  God 
fent  a  perfonal  meflage(c/).  Secret  members  are  in 
fcripture  called  uncomely  parts  (e) ;  yet  where  they 
are  inftrumental  in  bringing  forth  a  numerous  pro- 
geny, there  is  put  on  them  more  abundant  honour.  A  bar- 
ren womb  was  a  dreadful  reproach  among  men  (f); 
though  God  is  difpleafed  with  them  who  evil  entreat 
the  barren  that  bears  not  (g).  Sometimes  God  has  de- 
nounced a  man  childlefs,  in  a  way  of  judgment,  and 
fometimes  not  (h)  :  there  muft  be  fpiritual  fecrets 
in  the  body  myftical,  in  order  to  increafe  the  fpiritual 
Ifrael  of  God  (t).  I  read  of  the  fecret  of  God's  eter- 
nal election  being  with  the  righteous  (k)  ;  and  I  read 
of  the  incorruptible  feed  of  God  being  in  the  fouls  of 
real  believers  (/).  I  likewife  read  of  God's  irrevo- 
cable decrees  being  pregnant,  and  bringing  forth  (m) ; 
therefore  that  man  who  denies  the  irrevocable  de- 
crees of  God,  denies  Zion's  fruitful   womb,  whofe 

(a)  Prov.  xxx.  5.  (I)   Iiaiah  lxi.  93. 

(c)  Matt.  xix.  12.  (d)   Ads  viii.  34. 

(e)  1  Cor.  xii.  23.  (f)   Gen.  xxx.  23. 

(g)  Job  xxiv.  21.  (b)  Jer.  xxii.  30, 

(/)  1  Cor.  xii.  22,  23,  24.  25,  26. 

(k)  Pfalm  xxv.  14.   Prov,  iii.  32.  Jcr.  xxiii.  18. 

(/)  1  Pet.  i.  23.     1  John  iii.  9. 
(m)    Zeph.  ii.  2., 
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offspring  is  to  be  as  the  dew  of  heaven  (a) ;  and  ttiat 
man  who  calls  himfelf  a  Father  in  Chrift,  and  yet  is 
without  the  election  of  God  in  his  heart,  is  no  more 
than  a  fpiritual  eunuch,  and  fhall  be  dealt  with  as  a 
dry  tree  (b).  When  poor  Zion  has  no  better  inftru- 
mental  Fathers  than  thefe,  fhe  may  be  laid  to  grind 
tinder  a  mill-ftone  (c) ;  but  fhall  never  be  faid  to  bring 
forth  three  meafures  of  meal  with  true  leaven  in  it,  or  a 
body,  foul,  and  fpirit,  with  the  grace  of  a  Trinity  in 
them  (d). 

Errors  occafion  a  mlfcarrying  womb,  and  mock  the 
babes  of  Chrift  with  a  dry  breafi  (e).  I  have  been 
in  company  with  many  of  thefe  Jlrange  daughters  of 
Jerufalem,  fome  of  whom  groaned,  like  fouls  in  real 
fpiritual  travail  (/)  ;  but  it  was  only  a  falfe  concep- 
tion •  and  if  they  feerned  to  bring  any  thing  forth, 
all  the  divines  in  the  world  cannot  tell  what  it  is ; 
for  there  is  neither  feature,  gender,  nor  member; 
and  who  can  call  it  a  new  creature,  without  applying 
the  phrafe  to  a  Jnail  (g)  ?  I  believe  a  man  with  an 
alarm  in  his  confcience,  may  found  an  alarm  till  many 
find  themfelves  at  Sinai ;  but  if  God  fend  not  a  free- 
man to  found  a  jubilee  trump,  they  will  compafs  that 
mount  long  enough  (h).  A  man  with  the  fire  of wrath 
in  his  heart  may  cry  fire  till  many  be  awakened ; 
but  if  fahation  by  grace  is  not  preached,  they  will, 

(a)  Pfal.  ex.  3,  4.  Hof.  iii.  14.   (h)  Luke  xxiii.  31. 
(c)  Job  xxxi.  10.  (d)  Luke  xiii.  21. 

(e)   Hof.  he.   14.  (f)  IfaLih  xxvi.  18. 


(g)   Pialmlviii.  8,  (b)  Deut.  i.  6. 
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like  Lot's  fons,  lay  down  in  the  flames.  It  is  true, 
many  damned  fouls  will  fay,  we  have  caft  out  devils 
in  thy  name ;  and  though  they  have,  yet  it  is  never 
faid,  the  Holy  Ghoft  flows  through  the  channel  of  a 
viptr  ;  no;  the  golden  oil,  goes  in  a  golden  pipe  (c). 
A  real  fpiritual  convert  is  God's  feal ;  but  he  fets  not 
his  feal  of  approbation  to  the  work  of  a  liar,  (how- 
ever Satan  may  plead  this)  ;  for  I  read,  he  has  gone 
out  of  his  own  head:  it  is  true,  Balaam  fpake  by  the 
Spirit,  but  he  only  nfed  his  tongue ;  he  let  Satan 
reign  in  his  heart,  only  he  made  him  lay  ftill  till  he 
had  done  with  him  ;  his  heart  was  at  the  high  place, 
while  the  Holy  Ghoft  ufed  his  organ  of  fpeech  ;  and 
if  he  had  pleafed,  he  could  have  done  all  this  by  the 
honeft  mouth  of  the  afs  j  for  the  afs  was  the  honefteft 
prophet. 

Believe  me,  I  do  not  fpeak  againft  the  learning  of 
any  fpiritual  labourer  in  Jefus  Chrift's  vineyard  :  no; 
I  love  them  dearly,  and  can  fee  eye  to  eye  with  them 
in  a  meafure;  and  often  hear  them  own,  with  heart- 
felt compun&ion,  that  God  is  a  free  agent,  and  can 
raife  up  an  inftrument  to  be  a  fpiritual  preacher  of 
the  gofpel,    who  can  proclaim  light,    life,   pardon, 
peace,  love,  and  liberty,   without  being  a  n 
arts :  and  1   know,   aftronomv,  geography,  philofo- 
phy,  anatomy,  botany,  &c.  have  little  to  do  ! 
confeieoce  of  a  day-labouring  man.     God 
the  pur  of  tl  h  ;  therefore,  he  that 

(<z)   Zech,  iv.  12. 
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preaches  the  wifdom  this  world  teaches,  makes  the  crofs  of 
Chrift  of  none  ejfett  to  fuch,  and  can  be  no  better  to  them 
than  a  barbarian  (a)  ;  and  that  man  who  prefumes  to 
make  human  learning  an  eflential  in  the  miniftry, 
condemns  the  greateft  part  of  the  prophets,  and 
apoftles;  yea,  and  even  Chrift  himfelf  (b) ;  and 
fuch  ought  to  tremble,  for  they  call  a  reflection  on 
the  wifdom  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  limit  the  Holy  One 
oflfrael  (V). 

About  twelve  months  ago,  a  young  man  offered 
himfelf  to  preach  at  Margaret-ftreet  chapel  for  me : 
he  came  with  his  hair  frizzed  like  the  tail  of  a  pea- 
fowl, and  fo  white,  that  you  might  have  thought  he 
had  flept  with  his  head  in  a  meal-bag,  and  dreffed  in 
robes  of  popifh  dignity.  He  knowing  me  to  be  an 
illiterate  man,  chofe  a  text  and  difcourfe  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  and  entertained  my  poor  hearers  about  Mofes 
being  infirudted  in  all  the  wifdom  of  Egypt  (d).  So  the 
wifdom  of  Egypt  played  her  battering  rams  againft 
apoftolic  ignorance  (e)  ;  and  what  fuccefs  fuch  di- 
vines can  have,  I  fhall  leave  to  your  judgment  to 
determine  ;  as  the  word  of  God  has  not  commanded 
Egyptian  wifdom  as  an  eflential  to  the  facerdotal 
function.  I  think  he  might  as  well  have  fpent  his 
trilling  artillery  at  the  devil,  as  at  my  ignorance  of 
fchool  learning,  without  being  guilty  of  unfaithful- 
nefs. 

*(a)    i  Cor.  ii.  9,  n.  (I)  John  vii.  15. 

(c)   Pfaim  lxxxviii.   41.    Mark  xiii.  it.    John  xvi.  13. 

{a)  Adtsvii.  22.  (e)  A&siv.  13. 

if 
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If  Mofes  was  forty  years  eld,  before  it  came  into  his 
mind  to  vifit  his  brethren  (#),  and  had  been  all  than 
time  a  pupil  in  Egypt,  it  is  evident  his  tuition  kept 
him  from  the  church  of  Chrift.  I  know  not  who 
was  the  chief  tutor  in  Egypt ;  but  it  is  certain  it 
was  not  God  ;  for  he  fays,  he  went  out  into  the  land  of 
Egypt ,  where  he  heard  a  language  ■  that  he  underjlood 
not  (b)  ;  and,  as  the  wifdom  of  Egypt  difpleafed 
God,  he  brought  his  chofen  people  out  from  among  that 
people  of  a  firange  language  (c).  If  my  congregation 
had  been  as  blind  as  that  preacher,  they  might  have 
gone  away  perfuaded,  that  none  could  preach  the 
myjlery  of  the  Crofs,  till  they  had  been  inflrufted  in 
magic  art ;  but  they  faw  through  him ;  fo  he  had 
his  work,  and  they  had  theirs.  He  cried  up  the 
wifdom  of  Egypt,  and  they  cried  down  the  foolifti- 
nefs  of  him. 

God  called  Amos,  the  herdfman,  to  prophefy  in 
King's  chapel  (d)  ;  and  Peter  from  the  fifhing-fmack, 
to  confound  the  Jcwifh  doftors :  And  I  was  called  from 
the  coal-barge,  to  tell  finners  that  Jcfus  is  rifen  in- 
deed, and  hath  appeared  to  me.  And  this  advocate  for 
gypfe?  wifdom  was  called,  or  rather,  he  ran  from  the 
apothecary's  mortar ;  but,  why  he  (hould  ufe  his 
pejlk  agamft  my  coal-fack,  I  know  not ;  however,  if 
thefe  men  offuppofed  learning  lift  up  their  heels,  and 
kick  againft  God  in  his  inftruments,  they  may  expedt 

(<?)    Arh  vii.  23.  (b)   Pfalm  Ixxxi.   5, 

(c)  Pfalm  cxiv.  u  (J)  Amos  vii, 
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to  be  checked  for  it ;  and,  whoever  he  be,  that 
cries  up  the  wifdom  of  this  world  in  a  pulpit,  only 
exalteth  folly  ;  and  God  will  make  fuch  feel  his  rod  : 
He  keeps  his  whip  for  a  reflive  horfe>  a  bridle  for  afro- 
ward  afsy  and  a  rod  for  the  back  of  fools  (a).  But  I 
am  informed,  fince  that  time,  he  is  more  mild  ;  and 
fays,  I  might  be  of  ufe  in  a  fmall  congregation  in 
the  country,  but  not  in  London. 

Indeed,  my  brother,  if  thou  wail  to  fee  this  young 
quack  in  his  parfonic  robes,  and  fancied  order,  you 
would  think,  as  I  do,  that  pride  of  drefs,  the  faftiions 
of  this  world,  affefted  fpeech,  delicacy,  and  effemi- 
nacy, are  not  very  proper  weapons  to  vanquifti  Devils 
with.  A  coarfe  coal-heaver  is  as  likely  an  inflru- 
ment  to  lay  God's  axe  to  the  root  of  barren  finners, 
as  a  lady's  pin-flicker.  If  he  was  to  appear  with  a 
little  more  of  the  gofpel  champion,  and  lefs  of  the 
lying-in  woman,  it  would  be  better  for  him,  as  God 
condemns  cottifh  effiminacy  in  men  (b).  However, 
I  fliall  leave  the  youth  to  his  mortar  ;  for  if  IJIiould 
bray  him  zvlth  a  pejile  among  wheat,  it  would  be  labour 
in  vain  ;  for  none  but  God  can  make  his  foolijhnefs  de- 
part from  him  (r). 

I  do  not  deny,  but  a  man  of  gifts  and  learning 
may  be  of  ufe  to  inform  a  perfon's  judgment,  or  to 
explain  the  meaning  of  texts  in  the  original  lan- 
guage ;  but  I  never  will  believe  a  well  without  water, 

(a)  Prov.  xxvi.  3.  (I)    1  Cor.  vi.  9. 

(c)  Prov.  xxvii.  22. 
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a  cloud  without  rain,  an  inftrument  without  life,  of 
a  lamp  without  oil,  can  convey  what  they  have  not 
in  them.  God  ufes  not  fuch  inftruments  to  convey 
the  precious  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft ;  the  golden  oil 
flozvs  through  the  golden  pipes  (a).  Our  faith  mpjl  not 
jiand  in  man's  zvifdom ;  for  God  zvill  dejlroy  the  zvifdom 
of  the  zvife,  and  make  their  under/landing  foolijhnefs. 
And  if  the  foundation  be  deftroyed,  we  all  know  the 
fuperftructure  muft  fall.  I  did  not  think  to  have 
fent  you  lb  long  a  letter,  but  I  know  you  will  bear 
with  me.  Tender  my  refpefts  to  your  wife  and  fa- 
mily, while  I  remain, 

Affectionately  thine  in  the  Lord, 

W.  H. 

(a)   Zech.  iv.    12. 
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LETTER        IV. 


Winchefler-Row* 

To  N.  my  own  Son  in  the  Faith, 

GRACE,  mercy,  and  peace  be  with  thee* 
from  God  our  Father,  and  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  who  is  our  hope.  Your's  I  received,  and 
mull  confefs  I  have  long  had  a  fecret  thought  of 
God's  fending  thee  forth  in  his  vineyard — yea,  I  have 
at  times  indulged  this  thought  for  thefe  three  or  four 
years  paft,  but  thought  it  prudent  to  conceal  it  from 
you,  left,  by  fpending  my  breath,  I  ihould  puff  you  up* 
However,  I  watched  you  narrowly,  and  the  hand 
of  God  with  you  ;  and  I  foon  difcovered  a  found 
judgment  in  you,  light  to  fee,  and  life  to  feel  the 
difference  between  the  killing  letter  and  the  quicken- 
ing word  ;  the  bondage  of  the  law,  and  the  liberty  of 
the  gofpel  :  may  the  Lord  increafe  thy  light,  life, 
and  knowledge  more  and  more.  I  alfo  difcovered 
the  fevere  difcipline  which  our  divine  tutor  ufed 
with  thee  ;  and  I  believe  he  has  for  fome  years  in- 
truded thee  with  a  ftrong  hand ;  which  I  truft  you 
have,  and  ever  will  find  to  be  of  great  ufe,  becaufe 
it  keeps  us  from  faying  a  confederacy  to  every  rotten 
preacher  who  fays  a  confederacy.    It  likevvife  empties 
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xis  from  veflel  to  veflel,  fo  that  we  fettle  not  upon 
our  lees,  or  drop  into  flefhly  eafe  in  Zion.  It  keeps 
us  in  jeopardy  every  hour;  makes  us  leave  thofe 
things  which  are  behind,  and  mind,  and  walk  in 
what  we  have  obtained,  and  yet  be  prefling  forward 
after  what  is  attainable.  It  keeps  our  eyes  fixed  on 
the  prize,  and  makes  us  daily  feek  after  every  cha- 
radteriftical  mark  of  an  high,  holy,  and  heavenly 
calling  ;  in  Ihort,  by  thefe  trials  we  live,  and  in  all  thefe 
things  is  the  life  of  our  fpirits :  fo  God  is  pleafed  to  rt 
usy  and  caufe  our  fouls  to  live  by  the  faith  of  his  dear 
Son* 

And  now,  my  fon,  what  fliall  I  fay  in  anfvver  to 
your  requeft  ?  You  know  I  am  no  great  judge  of 
ininifterial  abilities,  (as  to  that  part  of  them  which 
pleafes  the  world  in  general)  ;  my  underftanding  has 
never  been  drawn  through  an  academical  alembic, 
therefore  can  give  you  no  account  of  the  qualifica- 
tions required  by  the  diffenting  board.  God  can, 
and  often  doth,  make  a  very  unlikely  tongue 
pen  of  a  ready  writer,  without  fending  the  quill  to 
Oxford  to  be  cut.  I  by  no  means  approve  of  your 
going  to  the  academy  in  Wales ;  if  Jehovah  the  Spi- 
rit, (called  a  cloven  tongue  of  fire)  abide  on  thee,  thou 
haft  no  caufe  to  go  fo  far  to  have  thy  tongue  cleft. 
I  have  very  narrowly  watched  feveral  who  have  gone 
to  that  univerfity  ;  and,  as  far  as  I  could  difcern,  I 
fomc  of  them,  who  went  there,  apparently  with 
(implicit)',    humility,   tendernefs,  watchfulnefs,  and 
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felf-diffidence,  have  not  returned  till  they  had  got* 
rid  of  the  greatefl  part  of  that  valuable  cargo.  They 
have  in  general  come  back  men  of  confiderable  con- 
fequence  in  their  own  efleem,  and  have  expected 
more  homage  by  far  than  ever  Paul  did.  It  is  true, 
they  have  appeared  with  more  of  the  word,  but  lefs 
of  the  power  ;  and  you  know  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is 
not  in  word,  but  in  power.  I  fpeak  not  this  of  all ; 
no,  there  are  fome  whofe  miniftry,  ufefulnefs,  and 
life  are  dear  to  me  :  but  feveral  whom  I  know,  at 
their  return  have  appeared  in  the  element  of  the 
Chriflian  world,  as  clouds  without  water,  juft  tq 
pleafe  thofe  who  are  weather-wife,  and  who  can  look 
no  farther  than  the  face  of  the  iky ;  but  are  without 
any  fandtuary  fhowers  for  the  parched  ground  {a). 
Yea,  I  have  often  obferved,  while  they  have  been 
mimicking  the  fcholar,  Jehovah  the  Spirit  hath  evi- 
dently with-held  that  affiflance  from  them,  which  he 
hath  bountifully  bellowed  on  the  experimental,  un- 
affedled,  honeft,  illiterate  blunderer.  I  Hand  not 
alone  in  my  judgment ;  many,  who  are  blefled  with 
a  fpiritual  palate,  will  own  with  me,  that  much  of 
the  wine  broached  by  many  of  them,  is  too  much, 
tainted  with  the  old  bottle. 

I  could  earneflly  wifh  my  fon  to  tread  in  the  fteps 
of  his  poor,  unpolifhed  father,  without  wanting  to 
appear  what  he  is  not.     If  God  calls  a  fool  to  preach,* 
it  is  to  difplay  his  own  wifdom  in   that  fool.     If  he 

(a)  Prov.  xxv.  14.     Jude  12th  verfe. 
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fends  a  very  weak  inftrument,  it  is  that  his  ftrength 
may  the  more  perfectly  appear  in  his  weaknefs.  If 
he  fends  one,  who  has  long  appeared  bafe  in  the  eyes 
of  the  world,  it  is  to  difplay  his  fovereign,  renewing, 
miraculous  grace,  to  the  confufion  of  the  honourable. 
I  believe  I  was  made  the  Father  of  near  thirty  fouls, 
before  I  could  dilVmclly  read  any  one  chapter  in  the 
Bible.  You  are  a  living  witnefs  of  this  truth ;  the 
whole  congregation  to  which  you  belong,  are  all, 
(two  or  three  excepted)  the  feals  of  my  miniftry  ; 
therefore  it  is  evident,  my  want  of  human  learning 
has  been  no  impediment  in  the  Spirit's  way.  Natu- 
ral and  acquired  abilities  have  a  tendency  to  lift  up 
fuch  as  you  and  me  ;  and  where-ever  felf  is  concerned 
in  the  building  of  mercy,  it  is  all  at  the  expence  of 
Chrift's  honour. 

If  we  are  deficient  in  the  excellency  of  fpeech,  it 
is  that  the  Crofs  may  appear  the  more  effectual,  and 
to  convince  our  hearers,  that  their  faith  is  not  tojland 
in   mans   wifdom,  but  in  God's  alUmig.:  r.     An 

experimental  preacher  is  no  more  than  a  golden  pipe, 
through  which  the  divine  olive-tree  conveys  the  gol- 
den oil  ;  or  an  inftrument  by  which  men  believe,  but 
have  no  dominion  ever  their  faith  ;  becaufe  planting  and 
watering  are  all  in  vain,  unlefs  God  gives  tie  increafe  • 
therefore  the  Holy  Ghoft  tells  us,  Paul  and  Jpollos 
*  are  nothing\  then  furcly  you  and  I  mud  be  double  di- 
minutives, two-fold  left  than  they. 

I  muft  confefs  my  journey  from  D.  to  H.  was  a 
very  pleafant  one,  and  our  converfation  was  fweet 
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together,  until  you  mentioned  your  thoughts  of  a 
college.  I  told  you  my  thoughts  in  a  meafure ;  but 
the  next  day,  as  I  went  from  H.  to  Richmond,  I 
pondered  it  over  in  my  mind  :  Alas !  faid  I,  how 
fhall  I  endure  to  fee  my  fon,  whom  my  foul  loves, 
who  is  no  more  than  a  poor  S.  or  matter  C.  up  in  a 
pulpit,  like  matter  Jacky  juft  come  from  fchool ; 
with  his  head  daubed  with  pomatum,  and  covered 
with  flour,  and  his  body  enrobed  in  a  facerdotal 
veft  ?  How  fhall  I,  with  any  degree  of  patience, 
look  on  my  fon,  whom  my  foul  loves  in  the  bowels 
of  Chrift ;  whom  I  have  nurfed,  fuckled,  and  fwad- 
dled  for  five  years  together,  without  deteftation  and 
abhorrence  ?  I  can  love  and  revere  thy  grace,  but 
dare  not  fuckle  thy  pride ;  for,  if  pride  fhould  ob- 
fcure  thy  grace,  how  fhall  I  find  a  feature  of  Chrift 
to  fix  my  affedtions  on  ?  Gofpel  love  can  never  fix, 
but  on  fome  feature  of  the  Saviour ;  and  fpiritual 
pride  would  repel,  as  a  fhield,  every  endearing  affec- 
tion of  a  fpiritual  Father, 

Thou  knoweft  at  this  time  I  am  as  good,  if  not  a 
better  fcholar,  than  any  of  my  flock  at  G.  and  if  my 
pride  at^any  time  prompted  me  to  exprefs  a  great 
fwelling  word,  haft  thou  not  feen  how  they  have 
looked  up  at  me  ?  as  much  as  to  fay,  What  doth 
our  barbarian  paftor  mean  by  that  ?  But  my  fon's 
pride  may  objeft,  and  fay,  Suppofe  I  fhould  be  called 
to  preach  in  London,  as  you  was  ?  Well,  fuppofe 
you  fhould  ;  thou  needeft  not  become  a  collegian  on 
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that  account  ;  becaufe  the  Lord's  army  is  marfhallecJ 
into  three  ranks  in  London.  The  firft  rank  confifts 
of  nobility  and  gentry  ;  and  thefe  being  learned, 
God  fends  gentlemen  of  eminent  learning  to  preach 
to  them.  The  fecond  rank  confifts  chiefly  of  me- 
chanics, fome  of  good  education  ;  and  God  fends  fuch 
mechanics  to  preach  to  them.  The  third  battalion  con- 
fifts of  fervants,  journeymen,  a  great  number  of  old 
chairwomen,  together  with  fome  fcavengers,  lamp- 
lighters, and  hod-men.  Now  you  and  I  mult  be 
ftandard-bearers  to  this  battalion  of  infantry  ;  and 
we  are  protected  by  the  fame  laws,  fight  under  the 
fame  banner,  and  no  lefs  beloved  of  the  King  than 
the  firft  rank.  You  will  fay,  our  temporal  pay  is 
lefs ;  true,  but  our  fpiritual  pay  is  often  feen  to  be 
more.  Thou  wilt  fay,  country  people  are  not  fo 
bitter  againft  the  gownfman.  Neither  fhun  the  crofs, 
por  court  it.  But  carnal  wifdom  may  plead  the  ufe- 
fulnefs  of  the  gown  to  draw  people  ;  to  which  I  an- 
fwer,  all  nets  manufactured  by  human  wifdom,  are 
too  weak  to  hold  a  finner.  Caft  the  Lord's  net  with 
the  hand  of  faith,  and  pray  for  the  wind  to  blow, 
and  doubtlefs  you  will  have  a  draught.  Strive  not  to 
pleafe  a  few  light,  bigoted  Pharifees  with  a  gown  and 
band ;  their  applauie  will  puff  thee  up,  and  pride 
may  blind  thine  eyes,  until  thou  mayeft  appear  in 
thine  own  fight  almoft  a  mafter  of  arts ;  but  every 
difcerning  Chriftian  will  fee  thee  in  another  light. 
Go  on  as  thou  art ;  bring  no  carnal  props  to  fupport 
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the  ark  of  God  ;  an  unpoliilied  preacher  is  lefs  capa- 
ble of  deceiving.  Many  appear  in  gowns  and  bands, 
with  refined  language,  which  are  no  more  than  mere 
inftruments,  without  fplriiual  life,  deceiving  the  peo- 
ple with  an  empty  found  ;  and,  although  they  are 
called  gofpel  minifters,  yet  it  is  to  be  feared  they 
neither  know  Chrift,  nor  themfelves :  better  judges 
than  I  fay  the  fame. 

Not  long  ago,  I  went  to  hear  one  of  thefe  gentle- 
men, in  his  parfonic  robes  ;  he  preached  a  very  found- 
worded  difcourfe.  I  admired  his  fpeech,  ingenuity, 
and  fluency  ;  in  fhort,  there  was  nothing  wanting 
but  an  undtion;  Soon  after  this,  a  gentleman  lent 
me  a  book,  (which  I  had  never  feen  before)  called 
Benjamin  Keach's  Metaphors.  I  had  not  read  in  it 
long,  before  I  faw,  word  for  word,  all  the  ingenious 
difcourfe  which  I  had  lately  heard ;  and  how  that  di- 
vine appeared  in  my  eyes  afterwards,  I  fhall  leave 
you  to  guefs.  I  told  a  friend,  who  went  with  me, 
that  if  thefe  gentlemen  were  kept  from  hearing  gof- 
pel minifters,  and  too  poor  to  buy  commentators, 
they  would  be  forced  to  aft  the  part  of  a  journeyman 
Ihoemaker,  when  he  has  fpent  all  his  cafh  on  St. 
Monday  ;  I  mean,  ftand  ftill  for  want  of  fluff. 

Some  few  of  the  learned  gofpel  minifters  in  Lon- 
don, have  in  humility  come  down  in  their  ftyle  of 
fpeech  to  the  weakeft  capacity  ;  while  others,  (fome 
of  whom  were  as  low  and  mean  as  myfelf )  are  climb- 
ing up  in  pride,  to  that  pinnacle  from  which  the 
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learned  have  in  humility  defcended.  Do  not  mif- 
take  me,  I  am  not  againfl  any  fervant  of  Chrift  con- 
fulting  the  judgment  of  an  ancient  father,  or  quot- 
ing from  him;  but  I  fay,  all  who  run  unjent  of  God, 
let  them  get  their  matter  and  manner  from  Benjamin 
Keach,  or  elfewhere,  God  has  quartered  them  at  the 
fign  of  the  den  of  thieves ;  and,  fooner  or  later,  they 
(hall  turn  back  in  the  field  of  battle,  for  God  is  agalnjl 
them  who  Jieal  his  word  (a). 

It  is  better,  my  fon,  to  feel  and  enjoy  what  wc 
cannot  find  language  to  exprefs,  than  to  exprefs  what 
we  never  felt  or  enjoyed  ;  therefore  aim  more  at  life 
than  language.  If  we  mufl  be  grammarians,  let  us 
get  at  it  by  the  dint  of  hard  ftudy  and  obfervation  ; 
and  let  us  preach  as  much  fcripture  as  poffible,  for 
the  Bible  is  excellent  language.  Learned  minifter?, 
if  under  the  influence  of  grace,  will  not  defpife  us  in 
our  proper  fphere  ;  a  nobleman's  butler  does  not  de- 
fpife an  under-groom  in  his  (table;  but,  if  he  will  be 
meddling  with  the  fideboird,  he  cannot  be  faid  to 
abide  in  his  place  wherein  he  was  called  : — you  know 
Jiow  to  apply  it. 

However,  if  my  fon  is  determined  to  appear  in  the 
character  of  a  dignified  clergyman,  I  hope  thou  wilt 
goto  fon.  ,  where  thou  baft  not  been  known; 

and  be  fure  never  to  let  any  one  know  thou  waft  once 
a  profeflbr  of  the  craft  of  Sc.  Crifpin.     I  hope  thou 

(*)  Jer.  zziiit  30,  31,  32. 
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wilt  take  in  good  part  what  I  have  faid,  and  you  fhall 
have  my  opinion  of  miniflerial  abilities  in  the  next 
letter.  Remember,  I  have  long  flyled  thee  my  own 
<fon  in  the  faith,  and  hope  thou  wilt  be  like-minded. 
Negleft  not  the  gift  that  is  in  thee  ;  let  not  every 
wind  of  error,  nor  the  north  wind  of  the  law  deter 
thee  :  He  that  obferveth  the  winds  Jhall  not  foiv  ;  and 
thofe  zealoufly  affected  by  falfe  clouds  fliall  not  reap 
much  (a)\ 

Ever  thine  in  gofpel  love, 

W.  H. 
EccleCVi.  4. 
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LETTER      V. 


Winchefier-Roir. 

To  A7.  ??zy  beloved  Son. 

IW  I  S  H  thout  maycft  profper  and  be  in  health, 
even  as  thy  foul  profpereth ;  and  that  in  this,  and 
in  every  thing,  thou  mayeft  commit  thy  ways  unto 
the  Lord,  and  he  fhall  diredt  thy  fteps ;  leave  it  with 
him,  and  he  fhall  eftablifh  thy  thoughts  :  wait,  look, 
and  expedt,  and  he  fhall  bring  it  to  pafs. 

But  now  to  comply  with  my  fon's  requeft,  in  giv- 
ing him  my  thoughts  of  minifterial  qualifications. 
In  doing  this,  I  do  not  intend  to  arraign  thee  at  my 
bar,  but  fhew  thee  how  I  have  arraigned  myfel 
God's  bar.  There  are  fome  who  run  to  this  work, 
without  being  fent  of  God  ;  and  they  may  feem  to 
outftep  him  that  is  fent,  becaufe  they,  like  Ahiv.: 
run  by  the  way  of  the  plain ;  but  whether  CuJhPs  road 
be  rough  orfmotfk,  he  has  got  the  tidings  in  his  mouth  (a). 
Thefe  forward  gentlemenare,  like  Noah's  raven,  the 
firft  that  goes  out,  and  the  laft  that  comes  back  ;  for 
they  often  end  with  the  world  :  butiwe  muft  imitate 
the  dove  ;  go  to  the  everlafling  and  ever-green  olive- 

(e)   2  Sam.  xviii.  23* 
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tree,  and  take  one  of  thofe  leaves  which  are  for  the 
healing  of  the  nations ;  and  if  we  carry  the  medicines,  we 
ihall  be  found  out  by  them  who  have  need  of  healing. 
But  a  man  who  runs  unfent  of  God,  cannot  expedt  God 
to  fcreen  his  head  in  the  day  of  battle  ;  he  is  likely 
to  get  no  better  anfwer  from  God,  in  time  of  trial, 
than  the  prophet  did,  when  he  fled  from  Jezebel, 
— what  doji  thou  here,  Elijah  ? 

A  gofpel  minifter  has  feme  of  the  fame  trying 
work,  to  make  his  calling  to  the  miniilry  clear,  as  he 
had  to  make  his  effectual  calling  and  eternal  election 
lure  ;  and  when  a  man  has  done  this,  he  has  full  li- 
berty to  appeal,  both  to  God  and  man,  asMofes  did, 
when  rebels  invaded  his  office,  and  rebelled  againft 
his  authority,  u  I  have  not  done  this  of  mine  ozvn  mhd  (&)" 
God  fent  an  aweful  judgment  to  convince  all  IfraeL 
that  Mofes  was  no  impoftor. 

*'  A  minifter  mvjl  not  be  a  novice  (£)."  It  doth  not 
mean  an  ignorant  man  in  natural  things  ;  for  God 
chofe  an  illiterate  Peter,  to  confound  a  wife  Sanhe- 
drim ;  an  ignorant  man,  made  wife  unto  falvation,  is 
often  God's  inftrument,  to  confound  the  wife  in  their 
own  conceit;  but  it  means,  he  mull  not  be  a  novice 
in  grace  ;  he  muft  have  humbling  grace  to  counter- 
balance his  fpiritual  pride,  or  elfe  he  will  be  lifted 
up  as  the  devil  was,  and  fall  into  the  fame  condemna- 
tion for  pride  as  the  devil  did  (c).     "  He  mufi  be  thz 


(a)  Num.  vi.  28.  (i)   1  Tim.  ia.  6. 

(c)    1  Tim.  iii.  6, 
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4<  hufhand  of  one  Wife"  no  polygamift  (a).  Whit 
lhall  a  foldicr  of  Christ  do  with  a  troop  of  wives  ? 
They  are  not  allowed  to  fpeak  in  the  church.  Mofes 
had  bur  one  wife,  and  fhe  was  trouble  enough  ;  but 
when  fhe  ftood  in  the  way  of  God's  command,  he  got 
rid  of  her :  and  he  did  right;  for  if  fhe  would  not  be 
an  help-meet,  fhe  ought  not  to  be  an  hindrance (£), 
He  muft  be  one  "  given  to  hofpltality ;"  given  to  it  by 
grace;  he  muft  put  on,  as  the  beloved  of  God,  bowels 
of  mercy,  as  the  bowels  of  God  have  founded  to- 
ward him ;  and  feed  Christ,  if  he  is  hungry;  and 
give  him  drink,  if  he  thirfteth  ;  and  take  him  in,  if 
he  is  a  ftranger  :  this  hofpitality  convioceth  the  world 
that  we  do  not  make  gain  of  godlinefs,  nor  truft  in 
uncertain  riches.  "  Net  given  to  filthy  lucre."  No  ; 
for  how  can  he  be  a  preacher  of  the  true  God,  who 
is  an  idolater  himfelf  ?"  "  Not  given  to  zvine"  One 
who  is  not  drunken  with  wine,  or  applaufe;  one  who 
thinks  loberly,  and  lives  foberly. 

No  chapter  in  the  bible  is  fo  full  to  the  purpofe 
in  hand,  as  the  8th  chapter  of  Leviticus.  The  con- 
federation of  Aaron  has  been  the  bar  at  which  I  have 
often  arraigned  myfelf.  And  here  oblervc,  .A! 
was  to  be  in  God's  ftead,  and  Aaron,  as  a  minifter, 
was  to  be  to  Mofes  inftead  of  a  mouth  (c)  ;  and  now 
I  will  fhew  you  how  Moles,  in  God's  ftead,  confe- 
crated  Aaron,  who  as  a  minifter,  was  mouth  for  God. 
lie  Aaron  (d)  ;"  here  is  his  call.     No  man  takcth 

(a)    I  Tim.  ili.  2.  (c)   Exou.  iv.  16. 

(£)  Exovl,  iv.  24 — :  \      (ti)   Lev.  viii.  r. 
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this  office  upon  himfelf,  but  he  who  is  called  of  God, 
as  was  Aaron.  "  Mofes  wajlied  him  (a)"  If  Chriit 
wafhusnot,we  have  no  part  with  him.  But,  fays  Paul, 
he  faved  us  from  our  guilt,  by  the  wafhing  of  re- 
generation, and  renewing  us  by  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

"  He  put  on  his  coat  (a).'9  We  muft  be  clad  with 
zeal,  and  with  the  whole  armour  of  God,  before  we 
can  be  called  priefts  cloathed  with  falvation  (b). 
"  Gird  him  with  a  girdle  (c)"  This  girdle,  typical 
of  truth,  is  to  fwaddle  our  minds,  that  we  give  not 
a  loofe  to  vanity ;  to  be  carnally-minded,  is  to  be 
dead ;  to  be  earthly-minded,  or  covetous,  is  to  be 
brutal  and  idolatrous.  A  mind  corrupted  with  error, 
is  a  mind  in  conjunction  with  Satan ;  fuch  carnal 
minds  conceive  fin,  bring  forth  iniquity,  and  increafe 
tranfgreffors  among  men.  We  muft  ever  draw  the 
fword  of  God  at  fuch,  for  we  muft  not  fuffer  a  witch 
to  live  (d).  The  Lord  preferve  my  fon  from  all 
thefe  things !  To  be  fpiritually-minded,  is  life  and 
peace  ;  therefore,  gird  up  the  loins  of  your  mind, 
watch,  be  fober,  and  hope  to  the  end  (e). 

"  Cloathed  him  with  a  robe*"  We  muft  be  cloathed 
with  the  robe  of  imputed  Righteoufnefs ;  all  our 
righteoufnefles  are  as  filthy  rags,  and  no  ambaflador 
of  the  King  of  kings  muft  appear  at  court  in  rags ; 
no,   nor  yet  take  the  Saviour's  new  cloth  to  patch 

(a)  Lev.  viii.  6.  (h)   Pf.  cxxxii.  i6r 

(c)   Lev.  viii.  7.  (d)   Exod.  xxii.  18. 

(e)    I  Pet.  i.  13. 

his 
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his  old  fig-leaved  garment :  this  is  to  make  the  renf 
worfe  than  before,  and  to  be  guilty  of  fpiritual 
wickednefs,  or  to  be  wicked  in  fpiritual  things. 
God  cloaths  his  minifters  as  he  did  Ifaiah,  with  the 
robe  of  his  righteoufnefs  ;  and  we  muft  bring  forth 
this  robe  to  every  returning  prodigal.  This  righ- 
teoufnefs fliall  juftify  us,  and  all  them  that  believe 
in  it.  God  faved  Noah  the  eighth  perfon,  a  preacher 
of  Righteoufnefs  (a).  The  Spirit  of  Chrift  in  Noah 
preached  imputed  righteoufnefs  to  the  antideluvians 
an  hundred  and  twenty  years,  as  to  fpirits  in  prifon, 
or  fouls  in  Satan's  ftrong  hold,  and  under  the  fen- 
tence  of  God  (£).  A  carnal  mind  is  like  the  fpider, 
turning  every  myftery  into  bane ;  and  has  no  cover- 
ing but  her  own  web  (c)  ;  but  we  know  the  leprofy 
is  both  in  the  warp  and  the  woof;  therefore  wear  no 
garments  of  linen  and  woollen  together  (d). 

"  Put  an  Ephod  upon  him." — The  Ephod  being  the 
outer  garment,  holds  forth  a  holy,  innocent  life  and 
walk.  In  this  Ephod  God  was  confulted  :  we  muft 
lift  up  holy  hands  at  the  throne  of  grace.  The 
ephod  was  bound  to  him  by  the  girdle.  If  truth 
braces  our  minds,  our  feet,  tongue,  and  hands  will 
be  kept  within  bounds.  All  external  Ihew  of  fane- 
tity,  without  the  fpirit  and  word  of  truth,  \%  only  a 
devil  whitewaflied. 


(a)   2  Peter  ii.  5.  (b)  1  Peter  111.  18,  19,  20. 

(c)  Ifakih  lix.  5,  6.  (d)  Lev.  xb:.  19. 

(e)  Lev.  viii.  7, 


r. 
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<€  Put  the  breqfl'plate  on  him  (a)." — The  breaft-platc 
of  judgment,  and  the  breaft-plate  of  righteoufnefs  are 
recommended  by  Paul.     We  muft,  in  this  world,  be 
judged  by  the  law,  and  be  juftified   by   the  gofpel, 
before  we  can  be  faid  to  pafs  from  death  to  life,  and 
have  a  right  to  the  promife  of  never  coming  into  con- 
demnation ;  which  we  have  when  we  are  juftified  by 
grace  in  the  court   of  our   own  confcience.     When 
we  are  arraigned  by  a  juft  God,  at  the   bar  of  the 
law  written  in  our  hearts,  we  foon  fee  our  fins,  and 
feel  the  fentence  of  death  due  to  us  on  that  account ; 
and  are  brought  at  length  to  own  it  juft.     Then  we 
begin  to  hear  a  ftill,  fmall  voice  found  behind  us,  in 
an  act  of  fovereign  grace  ;  God  turns  our  face  toward 
it,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  enlightens  our  underftandings 
to  fee  Chrift  crucified,  the  end  of  the  law  for  righte- 
oufnefs clearly  revealed,  and  freely  held  forth  in  an 
unconditional  pronufe.      We  fee   a   fuitablenefs  in 
him,  and  feel  our  need  of  him  ;  but  the  Spirit  con- 
vinced us  of  unbelief;  therefore  we  eagerly  catch  at 
him,  but  cannot  bring  him  in.     We  fee  what  a  love- 
ly, fweet,  blefled  friend  of  finners  he  is,  to  thofe  who 
are  interefted  in  him  ; — we  fix  our  longing  eyes  on 
him,  wooe  him,  but  he  appears  coy,  and  ftands  at  a 
diftance ;  then  the  thoughts  of  our   having   finned 
againft  him,  and  fear  of  miffing  him,  lays  our  fouls  on 
the  rack,  and  we  perpetually  keep  finking,  until  the 
Spirit  of  God  influences  the  mind  with  divine  con- 

(a)  Lev.  viii.  8. 
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fidence.  Then  again  we  attempt  to  feel  after  him  ; 
and,  findingvftrength  in  the  hand  of  faith,  catch  faft 
hold  of  him,  crying  out,  I  will  not  let  thee  go  till 
thou  blefs  me.  The  hand  of  faith  holds  this  Jew  by 
the  fkirt,  and  the  eye  of  faith  peeps  up  at  his  fi 
and  there  we  fee  a  reconciled  God  glorified  and  ap- 
pealed, in  the  marred  vifage  of  a  crucified  Saviour. 
But,  he  feeming  to  hang  back,  the  Spirit  of  God 
helps  our  infirmities,  and  dictates  a  petition  :  u  O 
Lord,  forfake  me  not  utterly/' — At  laft  he  yields, 
faying,  "  Turn  away  thine  eyes  from  me,  for  they 
have  overcome  me  ;"  and  into  the  heart  we  bring 
him,  with  all  that  he  has  and  is,  crying  out,  "  I  had 
utterly  fainted,  unlefs  I  had  believed  to  fee  the  good- 
nefs  of  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living. "  And 
from  that  moment  we  are  as  fure  never  to  be  damned 
as  there  is  a  God  in  heaven.  And  now  our  eyes  pre- 
vent the  night  watches,  that  wfc  may  converfe  with 
him;  fearing  to  fteep,  left  he  ileal  away  unawares; 
and  if  at  any  time  we  chance  to  fleep,  and  in  the 
morning  find  him  gone,  we  are  little  better  than 
raving  mad,  becaufe  the  tempter  comes  in  his  room. 
This  fets  us  to  fearch  the  fcriptures  for  armour  and 
artillery  ;  and  imputed  righteoufnefs  we  foon  find  is 
a  breaft-plate,  fufficient  to  repel  the  force  of  every 
condemning  fentence.  A  little  of  this  experience 
makes  a  man  a  found  preacher  of  imputed  righte- 
oufnefs and  juftifying  faith. 

Put  in  the  breaft-plate  urim  ami  tkummim  (a)  £\ 

(a)   Lev.  viii,  8. 

P  z  light 
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light"  and  perfe&ion.  To  confult  God  by  urim,  is 
to  fd,  by  the  light  of  the  Spirit,  to  the  Father  of 
lights,  and  fountain  of  light ;  and  fo  to  pray  by  the 
Spirit,  and  with  the  underftanding  alfo.  A  preacher 
of  the  gofpel  mud  be  turned  from  darknefs  to  light, 
before  his  light  fhine  before  men,  or,  with  any  pro* 
priety,  be  called  a  burning  and  a  fhining  light ;  and 
thou  muft  have  thy  candle  lighted  by  a  coal  from 
Chrift  the  true  altar ;  no  ftrange  fire,  no ;  nor  any 
flame  kindled  by  the  Devil's  fteel  ftriking  on  a  ftony 
heart,  and  calling  fparks  of  pride  into  a  flefhly 
mind  ;  vainly  blowing  it  up  like  a  jack-o'-lantern  : — 
fuch  are  the  Arminians,  wandering  ftars,  now  fhin- 
ing here,  now  there ;  how  is  a  veflel  of  mercy  to 
make  her  port,  under  fuch  wavering  planets  ?  How- 
ever, this  I  clearly  fee,  the  farther  they  go,  the  darker 
they  get.  I  know  feveral,  who  are  funk  fo  deep  in 
defpondency,  that  neither  fun,  moon,  nor  ftars  have 
appeared  on  their  fouls  for  many  years  together  ;  and 
no  fmall  tempeft  lays  on  them ;  but  it  is  meet  that 
fuch  who  keep  hacking  the  cable  of  truth,  fhould  lofe 
the  anchor  of  hope ;  and  thofe  who  wilfully  depart 
from  realities,  fhould  end  in  a  fable.  But  the  path 
of  the  jufl  is  as  a  fhining  light,  which  fhines  brighter 
and  brighter  unto  the  perfect  day. 

"  Thummim  (a)"  fignifies  perfection.  To  confult 
God  by  thummim,  is  to  go  to  him  in  a  perfect  Sa- 
viour; viewing   ones  felf  compleat    in   Chrift,  and 

(a)  Lev,  vlii.  84 
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ftripped  of  all  confidence  in  the  flefti :  to  be  like 
Noah,  perfedt  in  his  generation,  is  to  be  of  the  fpiri- 
tual  fraternity  of  God  by  regeneration.  To  be  per- 
fed:  as  our  heavenly  Father  is  perfect,  is  to  be 
changed,  and  renewed  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  to 
bear  the  fpiritual  image  of  God  the  Son ;  our  hea- 
venly Father  being  Spirit  only,  and  not  fiefh  and 
blood,  as  we  are.  All  perfection  in  the  flefh,  which 
we  daily  hear  of,  is  an  abfolute  denial  of  the  dread- 
ful fall  of  man ;  a  giving  God  the  lie,  in  his  word 
of  truth,  and  a  contradiction  of  the  whole  cloud  of 
witnefies.  It  leads  us,  firft,  to  felf-admiration  ;  fe- 
condly,  to  independency  of  God ;  thirdly,  to  felf- 
confidence  ;  and,  fourthly,  to  felf-deification.  Thefe 
were  the  firft  fteps  that  ever  Satan  took,  when  he  left 
his  own  habitation  ;  and  when  truth  detedled  him  for 
trufting  in  a  lie,  he  rebelled,  and  aimed  at  Divine 
fovereignty  ;  adding  this  rebellion  to  his  fin,  all  holi- 
nefs  and  happinefs  left  him  ;  he  was  arraigned,  and 
charged  with  folly  (a) ;  caft  out  of  heaven  into  the 
bottomlefs  pit;  bound  in  the  chains  of  his  fin  ;  and 
referved  to  take  a  final  judgment,  with  all  his  ange- 
lic aflbciates ;  and  with  all  that  part  of  the  human 
race,  who  fhould  credit  his  fuggeftions,  tread  in  his 
Heps,  and  believe  and  die  in  his  lie  (£). 

By  what  I  have  laid,  we  may  fee  who  is  the  author 
of  this  wonderful  dodtrine  of  finlefs  perfe&ion.  How- 

(rf)    Jo!)  iv.  18.      (  fCT.  6.    Ifaiah  xiv.  12.    Jobiv.  iS. 

Hcb.  ii.  5,  6,  7,  S.     Proi .  \.  12.     Job  viii.  44. 
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belt,  let  us  walk  in  the  Spirit,  and  nojnd  the  things 
of  the  Spirit ;  and  he  fliall  change  our  vile  bodies 
and  faftiion  them  like  the  glorious  body  of  Chrift  : 
all  mortality  fhall  be  fwallowed  up,  when  he>  who 
only  hath  immortality,  fliall  appear ;  all  that  die  in 
gofpel  faith,  leave  their  flefli  to  reft  in  hope*(fl)» 
Flefli  and  blood  can  never  inherit  the  kingdom  of 
God ;  therefore,  all  who  are  made  perfedt  in  the 
flefh,  all  who  truft  in  the  flefli,  glory  in  the  flefli, 
walk  in  the  flefh,  and  die  in  the  flefli,  fliall  awake 
in  the  image  of  Satan  (b)  ;  and  that  to  everlafting 
fliame  and  contempt  (c).  Such  doftrines  are  dif- 
Jionourable  to  the  divine  fandtifying  undtion  from 
above,  who  alone  anoints,  fan&ines,  and  makes 
fouls  meet  for  heaven.  However,  if  thefe  dead  flies, 
by  felf-hoiinefs,  endeavour  to  render  the  Divine  Phy- 
sician's undtion  unfavoury  j  it  is  juft  in  God  to  let 
them  fly  into  the  Devil's  web  (d)*  But  you,  my 
fon,  have  not  fo  learned  Chrift. 

I  will  fend  thee  the  reft  of  my  thoughts  in  the 
next  letter ;  fare  thee  well  :  may  the  God  of  Abra- 
ham, before  whom  I  have  walked,  blefs  thee  with 
the  precious  things  of  heaven)  even  the  precious  fruits 
brought  forth  by  the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs ;  and  the 
precious  things  put  forth  by  the  moon—iht  church  ;  and 
the  chief  things  of  the  ancient  mountains  of  eternal  elec- 
tion ;  and  the  precious  things  of  the  lofting  hills  of  glori- 

(a)   Pfalm  xvi.  9.  (h)   Pfalm  Ixxii.  20. 

(c)  Dan.  xii,  2.  {d)  Ecclef,  x.  1. 
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fication  ;  and  the  precious  things  of  the  earth,  and  full- 
nefs  thereof;  together  with  the  breafis  of  divine  confola- 
tlon,  and  the  blejfings  of  Zion's  fruitful  zvomb ;  and  the 
good  will  of  him  that  dwelt  in  the  bujli,  be  on  the  top  of 
the  head  of  him,  zvho,  by  grace,  is  feparated  from  his 
flefhly  brethren  (a)  ;  while  I  remain  thy  joyful  and 
affectionate  father  in  Chrift  Jefus, 

W.  H, 

(a)  Deut.  xxxiii.  13,  14,  15,  16, 
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LETTER      VI. 

Winchefter-Row, 

My  dear  Son, 

YOUR's  I  received  with  great  delight:  I 
approve  much  of  your  letter ;  you  feem 
therein  to  put  away  childilh  things,  and  appear 
quite  a  man  in  divinity,  I  fhall  not  anfwer  that 
letter  yet,  as  I  intend  to  continue  my  comment  on 
this  chapter,  which  I  hope  you  will  not  be  difpleafed 
at.  You  know  we  have  many  dignified  minifters, 
who  appear  in  the  pulpit  fcripture-corrupters  ;  there- 
fore, do  not  marvel  if  God  turns  coal-heavers  into 
commentators, 

"  Thummim  and  Urim"  or  light  and  perfection,  we 
proved  to  be  Chrift,  the  true  light,  and  that  Saviour 
who  is  perfect ;  fo  let  the  Thummim  and  Urim  be 
with  the  Father's  Holy  One,  whom  God  hath  proved 
at  Maffah,  or  with  temptation  ;  and  with  whofe  un- 
paralleled love  to  finners,  Juftice  ftrove  at  Meribah, 
with  whom  he  difputed  and  quarrelled  (a)  ;  until 
vindictive  Juftice  had  fpent  his  fhafts  in  the  Savieur, 
and  retributive  Juftice  appeared  in  the  behalf  of  {in- 

(a)  Eeut.  xxxi.  8. 

Hers* 


^     217      ; 

ners.  u  Aid  he  put  a  mitre  on  his  head  (a)" — This 
mitre  was  ornamental.  The  beft  ornament  for  a  mi- 
nifter  is  a  head  ftored  with  inftruclions  from  God  (£). 
That  minifter,  who  cordially  embraces  Chrift,  our 
wifdom,  in  his  affections,  and  extols  him  with  his 
tongue,  fhall  never  know  the  want  of  an  ornament  of 
grace  to  his  head  (V).  "  Even  upon  his  fore-front 
did  he  put  the  golden  plate."  Saving,  purifying, 
and  tried  faith,  which  is  more  precious  than  gold 
which  perifheth,  will  cafe  over  our  foreheads  with 
divine  fortitude  againft  every  oppofition ;  even  as 
the  adamant  is  harder  than  a  flint,  fo  doth  God  make 
his  fervants'  foreheads  againft  the  foreheads  of  the 
wicked  ;  without  this  plate  we  lhall  be  awed  by  the 
fear  of  man  (d). 

u  The  Holy  Crozi'n" — A  crown  is  an  head  ornament 
of  ftate,  worn  by  fovereign  princes.  Chrift  hath 
made  us  kings  and  priefts  unto  God  (e)  ;  and  as 
kings  we  mull  reign  over  the  flefh,  and  keep  it  in 
fubje&ion  ;  left,  after  we  have  preached  reigning 
grace  to  others,  fin  reign  over  us  (f).  It  is  requifite 
alfo,  that  devils  fhould  be  fubjedt  to  us,  through 
ChriiVs  name  (g).  It  muft  be  foul-diftrefling  work, 
to  preach  falvation  from  the  tyranny  of  Satan,  while 
the  preacher  is  led  captive  by  him  at  his  will ;  but 

(a)   Lev.  vili.  9,  (l>)   Prov.  1.  8,  9. 

(c)   Prov.  i\ .  S,  9;  {tf)   Ezek.iii.  9. 

(c)  Rev.  i.  6.  {/)  1  Cor.  ix.  27. 

(g)  Lukex.  17. 
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we  have  fome  fuch  living  contradictions.  If  Satan 
reign  in  us,  we  muft  not  pretend  to  pull  this  cocka- 
trice out  of  his  den  ;  if  we  put  our  hand  there,  he 
•will  afk  us  that  old,  taunting,  infolent  queftion,  (tho* 
coupled  with  an  honeft  confeffion)  "  Jefus  I  know, 
but  who  are  you  (a)  ?"  That  foul  muft  be  weaned 
from  the  love  of  fin,  and  refreflied  with  the  breafts 
of  divine  confolation,  that  plays  on  the  hole  of  the 
afp  (£).  A  preacher,  who  reigns  over  the  world  by 
faith,  can  with  comfort  preach  that  faith  which  over- 
cometh  it :  this  world  is  like  fire  and  water,  excellent 
fubjedts,  but  terrible  fovereigns.  If  the  Lord  crown 
my  fon  with  loving-kindnefs  and  tender  mercv,  he 
will  be  able  to  preach  fovereign  mercy  to  others ; 
and  the  love  of  Chrift  will  conftrain  him  to  it  (c)  ; 
and  the  feal  of  God  communicated  to  fouls  by  our 
preaching  of  faith,  is  a  crown  put  on  our  labours, 
and  a  foul-fatisfying  proof  of  our  being  minifters  of 
the  Spirit  (d)  ;  and  we  may  call  fuch  fealed  fouls  our 
joy  and  crown  in  the  Lord  (e). 

"  And  Mofes  took  the  anointing  oil  (/)." — A  type  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft ;  which  is  the  promife  of  the  Fa- 
ther, received  by  Jefus  without  meafure,  and  fhed 
abroad  in  a  meafure  in  every  believing  heart.  u  Aid 
anointed  the  tabernacle,  and  all  that  was  therein  (g)"—* 

(a)   Ads  xix.  14,  15.  (h)  Ifaiah  xi.  8. 

(c)   Pfalm  ciii.  4.     2  Cor.  v.  14.  (d)   2  Cor.  iii.  6, 

(e)  Phil.  iv.  1.  (f)  Lev.  viii.   10. 

(g)  Lev.  viii,  10.  I 
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This  anointing  was  typical  of  the  oil  of  gladnefs, 
that  firft  anointed  Chrift  to  his  Kingly  and  Prieftly 
office ;  and  all  believers  who  are  in  him,  the  true 
Temple  of  the  God-head,  or  in  which  God  dwells, 
are  anointed  with  the  fame  oil ;  yea,  every  veffel  of 
mercy,  from  the  bowls  to  the  flaggons,  to  fan&ify 
them  (a). 

"  And  he  fprinkled  the  altar  /even  times  (b)" — This 
altar  was  a  type  of  the  divinity  of  Chrift,  which 
fan&ified  the  humanity,  and  ftamped  infinite  dignity 
on  all  he  did ;  though  he  was  born  of  a  woman,  and 
born  under  the  law,  yet  his  divine  nature  thought  it 
no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God  the  Father  (c). 
The  humanity  being  united  to  the  God-head  of 
Chrift,  made  his  obedience  fufficient  to  honour  the 
law,  and  to  be  a  divine  and  everlafting  righteoufnefs 
to  juftify  us  poor  finners  (d).  It  was  through  the 
eternal  Spirit  he  offered  himfelf  to  God;  and  his  hu- 
manity being  offered  on  the  altar  of  his  divinity,  his 
blood  was  fufficient  to  appeafe  the  wrath  of  God,  and 
purge  us  from  fin  (<r).  The  altar  was  fprinkled  kvcn 
times  with  oil,  to  fliew  that  the  kven  Spirits  of  God, 
or  all  the  feven-fold  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  were 
upon  Chrift  (f).  This  bleffed  Jefus  was  fanctified, 
and  fent  into  the  world  by  God  the  Father,  who 
anointed  God  the  Son  with  God  the  Holy  Ghoft ; 

(a)  Zcch.  xiv.  20,  21.  (I)  Lev.  viii.  ir. 

(c)   Phil.  ii.  6.  (d)   Dan.  ix.  r.  4. 

(e)  Hcb.  ix.  14.  Rev.  i.  14.    Iiaiah  ri,  2, 
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and  by  his  own  blood  Chrift  fandified  himfelf  from 
our  fins,  to  him  imputed  ;  and  that  for  our  fakes, 
that  we  might  be  fandified  through  the  truth  :  and 
we  mud,  as  minifters,  fandify  this  Lord  God  of 
Hofts  in  our  hearts,  and  let.  him  be  our  fear,  and  let 
him  be  our  dread  (a).  We  are  faid  to  fandify  him, 
when  we  preach  him  as  the  Holy  One  by  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  and  judge  him  holy  in  all  his.  ways  (b).  We 
are  faid  to  juftify  him,  when  we  preach  him  as  the 
only  righteoufnefs  of  every  true  believer,  and  judge 
him  righteous  in  all  his  fovereign  ads  of  mercy  and 
judgment  (r).  And  we  are  faid  to  glorify  him  by  the 
Spirit,  when  we  worfhip  him,  acknowledge  ourfelves 
^indebted  to  his  grace  and  providence  for  all  that  we 
have  and  are  ;  as  alfo  when  we  fear  him  as  aSovereign, 
honour  him  as  the  everlafting  Father,  and  love  him 
as  a  friend,  who  loveth  at  all  times ;  and  give  all 
the  glory  of  our  falvation  to  him. 

"  And  he  poured  the  anointing  oil  upon  his  head(d)" — 
Before  the  apoftles  were  to  go  forth  to  teach  all  na- 
tions, they  were  to  be  endued  with  power  from  on 
high  ;  they  were  to  wait  for  the  promife  of  the  Fa- 
ther ;  and  on  the  day  of  Pentecoft  our  divine  media- 
tor poured  that  facred  undion  on  them  all.  "  We 
have  received  an  undion,"  fays  John.  "  Now,  he 
that  hath  anointed  us  is  God,"  fays  Paul  (e)  ;  and 
has  the  Lord  anointed  thee,  my  Son  ?     Thou  mayeft 

(a)   Ifalah  viii.  13.  (£)  Pfalm  cxlv,  17. 

(c)  Matt.  xi.  19.  (d)  Lev.  viii,  12. 

(/)  2  Cor.  i.  21. 
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burn  with  a  falfe  zeal,  and  fhine  with  a  falfe  light, 
but  wilt  never  burn  with  love  to  Chrift,  till  this  oil 
burn  in  thee.  Begin  not  to  build  till  thou  hail  got 
materials  from  heaven  ;  all  daubers  with  untempered 
mortar,  however  high  imagination  may  carry  the 
building,  will  furely  leave  it  ridiculous,  as  the  Babel- 
builders  did,  and  caufe  many  to  mock,  faying, 
€€  this  man  began  to  build,  but  had  not  wherewith 
to  finifh ;"  and  the  reafon  is,  becaufe  he  began  at 
his  <^wn  expence(tf).  Thou  mayeft  (bund  an  alarm 
from  Sinai,  and  apparently  alarm  many  by  crying 
fire;  and  then  trump  them  all  to  fleep  again,  as  Lot 
did  :  "  Up,  up,  get  you  out/'  is  not  fufficient ;  Lot 
was  led  out  by  the  arm  of  Omnipotence,  and  we 
mull  preach  "  the  arm  of  the  Lord."  No  man  can 
preach  the  law  lawfully,  till  he  is  made  a  partaker 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  The  law  is  fpiritual,  and  what 
does  a  carnal  heart  know  of  a  fpiritual  law  ?  I  know 
it  is  common  among  Arminians  to  fay,  u  up,  and  be 
doing ;  arife,  and  fhake  yourfelves  from  the  duft ;" 
as  if  they  were  the  refurrection  and  the  life,  and 
could  command  the  dead.  However,  Peter  went 
another  way  to  work  ;  he  told  them,  fuch  as  he  had, 
he  gave  them ;  he  lent  them  his  hand  of  faith,  and 
told  them  Jefus  made  them  whole  ;  he  declared  the 
faith  of  Jefus  gave  them  that  perfedt  foundnefs. 
To  cry,  up,  and  be  doing,  to  fouls  twice  dead,  is  like 
fetting  people  to  work  without  victuals  or  tools ;  and 
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how  fuch  will  perform  their  tafk,  every  true  believer 
knoweth  becaufe  he  hath  tried  hisftrength,  but  never 
found  the  flrength  of  God's  grace  till  he  had  fpent  his 
own(<z).  Thefe  gentlemen,  when  they  get  into 
Mofes's  chair,  are  little  better  than  Pharaoh's  tafk- 
mafters,  bind  grievous  burdens  on  othe rs,  but  will 
not  lend  a  finger  to  help  up  with  the  load ;  and  I 
know  fome  of  thofe  burden-bearers  are  ready  to  cry 
out  with  Cain,  "  it  is  too  heavy  for  me  to  bear.'* 
If  the  Spirit  of  God  doth  not  lead  a  man  into  truth, 
he  muft  err ;  and  every  time  an  erroneous  man  takes 
a  paflage  from  God's  book,  he  is  guilty  of  a  breach 
of  God's  command — "  thou  fhalt  not  fteal  (b)" 
Falfe  preachers  multiply  curfes  to  themfelves ;  every 
fuch  preacher,  who  wilfully  perverts  any  plain  text 
of  fcripture,  or  dodtrine  in  it,  to  fupport  an  error,  is 
curfed  for  removing  his  neighbour's  land-mark  ;  and 
he  that  makes  not  Chrift  the  door  of  entrance,  the 
way  alfo,  and  the  end,  brings  another  curfe  on  his 
head,  for  caufing  the  blind  to  go  out  of  his  way ; 
and  all  thefe  curfes  fhall  come  on  him  who  takes 
away  the  plain  meaning  of  God's  word,  (if  grace 
prevent  not)  ;  yea,  all  the  plagues  in  the  book  (c). 

If  my  fon  be  anointed  with  the  undtion  of  God 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  he  will  leave   a  fweet  favour  of  * 
Chrift  behind  him  in  every  place ;  therefore   be  ye 
filled  with  the  Spirit,  and,  as  the  fcripture  hath  faid, 

(a)  Deut.  xxxii.  36.  (i>)  Jer.  xxiii.  30. 

(c)  Rev,  xxii.  19% 

"  out 
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"  out  of  thy  belly  fhall  flow  rivers  of  living  water.'7 
All  divinity  got  by  ftudy,  and  kept  up  by  reading 
commentators,  without  the  Spirit,  is  a  well  without 
water  (a)  ;  but,  if  the  Spirit  be  in  thee,  he  fhall  be 
a  well  of  water  fpringing  up  into  eternal  life.  Thou 
mayeft  wade  into  it  until  thy  ancle  bones  receive 
ftreng^h  ;  then  thou  wilt  be  able  to  walk  by  faith  : 
it  makes  the  lame  man  to  leap  as  an  hart  (£).  It 
will  fpring  up  till  it  comes  to  thy  knees ;  then  thou 
wilt  not  dagger  at  the  promife  through  unbelief;  for 
it  ftrengthens  the  weak  hands,  and  confirms  the 
feeble  knees.  It  will  fpring  up  to  thy  loins  : — 
when  the  loijis  of  our  mind  are  {lengthened  by  the 
Spirit's  might,  and  we  are  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of 
our  minds  by  the  Holy  Choft,  then  Chrift,  having 
obeyed,  and  luffered  for  us,  becomes  our  meditation 
clay  and  night ;  our  minds  are  in  heaven,  and  we  are 
ftrengthened  to  bear  the  Crofs :  and  it  will  fpring  up 
into  eternity,  and  carry  us  into  the  fountain  of  living 
waters  from  whence  it  came ;  and  there  we  may 
fwim  in  the  river  of  pleafure  ;  but  eternity  is  a  river 
we  can  never  fwim  Ovvr  (c).  And  thus  the  Holy 
ft  is  called  water,  becauie  it  purifies  and  refrefhes; 
oil,  becaufe  it  fupples,  heals,  and  burns;  may  God 
wafh  and  anoint  my  foil  more  ana  rnare  (Y/). 

If  this  well  be  in  thee,  then  men  of  undrrfhnding 
will  draw  it  out  (c).     If  thy  heart  is  eftablifhed  with 

(*)   -  J7-  (7/)  &j  7- 

(c)  li.  1. — 6.  (J)  Ezek,  xvi.  9, 

(e)    PiOT«  -w.ii.  4. — xx.  5.  7. 
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grace,  thou  wilt  be  a  good  fteward  of  the  manifold 
grace  of  God  (a).  If  this  anointing  be  upon  thee, 
thou  wilt  anoint  others  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  (b). 
If  the  quickening  word  and  Spirit  reft  on  thy  foul, 
thou  wilt  hold  forth  to  others  the  word  of"  ]\fe(c). 
If  thou  art  fatisfied  with  the  breafts  of  confolation, 
thou  wilt  be  a  fon  of  confolation,  and  comfort  others 
with  that  comfort  with  which  thou  art  comforted  of 
God  (d).  If  the  Holy  Ghoft  hath  made  thee  free, 
thou  mayeft  preach  liberty  to  others,  without  being 
a  fervant  of  corruption  (e).  A  man  muft  be  born 
again,  before  he  can  be  a  minifter  of  the  Spirit ;  he 
muft  have  the  hidden  treafure  in  his  earthen  veflel, 
before  he  can  bring  good  treafure  out  of  the  heart  (f)  ; 
he  muft  feel  the  motions  of  the  Spirit,  before  he  can 
be  faid  to  fpeak  as  he  is  moved  by  the  Holy 
Ghoft  (g)  ;  he  muft  be  a  partaker  of  the  fruits,  before 
he  can  be  a  keeper  of  the  vineyard  (h)  :  mind  what 
I  fay,  and  the  Lord  give  thee  underftanding  in  all 
things. 

Pardon  my  honeft  dealing  with  thee,  it  is  an  awe- 
ful  thing  to  be  an  inftrument  without  fpiritual  life, 
giving  uncertain  found  (i).  A  lamp  without  oil  is 
a  flaming  zeal,  kindled  by  falfe  fire,  and  a  ray  of 
him  who  is  transformed  into  an  angel  of  light  (k), 

(a)   i  Peter  iv.  10.  (b)  James  v.  14. 

(c)  Phil.ii.  16.  (d)   2  Cor.i.  4. 

(e)  2  Peter  ii.  18,  19.  (f)  Matt.  xii.  3  J. 

(g)  2  Peter  i.  2  t  .  (b)  2  Tim.  ii.  6. 

(I)   1  Cor.  xiv.  8.  (£)  2  Cor.  xi.  14,  15. 

A  falfe 


A  falfe  dauber,  without  eftablifhing  cementing  grace, 
will  fink  the  deepeft  under  the  greateft  of  ruins  (a). 
A  myftical  cloud,  without  rain,  only  obfcures  the 
Sun  of  Righteoufnefs  (£).  A  well  without  wrater 
only  aggravates  the  foul's  thirft(f).  Believe  me, 
there  is  a  falfe  zeal  (rf),  a  falfe  gift  (e),  a  falfe 
light  ffjy  a  falfe  fpirit  (g),  a  falfe  minifter  (A),  a  falfe 
flock  of  profeflbrs  (7),  a  falfe  Chrift  (£),  and  a  falfe 
God  (/).  Let  not  what  I  have  faid  difcourage  my 
fon ;  no  :  I  have  complied  with  thy  requeft  as  far  as 
I  have  gone  ;  I  wrote  it  juft  as  it  came  flowing  on 
my  mind ;  it  may  fhake  thy  confidence,  but  thou 
wilt  only  root  the  deeper :  I  know  Chrift  will  heal 
thine  ear  again,  if  I  have  cut  it* 

Thou  mayeft  perhaps  fee  in  thefe  letters,  as  in  a 
glafs,  many  falfe  preachers,  when  I  am  dead  and 
gone  ;  but  I  am  perfuaded  better  things  of  you, 
though  I  thus  write  ;  and  things  that  accompany 
falvation.  I  have  never  been  permitted,  from  the 
firft,  to  entertain  a  fingle  doubt  of  thy  intereft  in 
Chrift  Jefus;  and  I  am  exceeding  glad  to  think  God 
has  given  me  a  hope  of  feeing  two  of  my  own  fons 
in  the  faith,  appearing  in  the  vineyard  of  Chrift,  be- 
fore I  go  hence  and  be  no  more  feen.     O !  tread  in 

(a)  Luke  vi.  49.  (h)  Jude,  v.  12. 

(c)   Peter  ii.  17.  (</)   Rom.  x.  2. 

(t)  Prov.  xxv.  14.  (/)  Lukes.  3 ;. 

(g)  Micah  ii.  ir.  (b)    2  Cor.  xi.  13. 

(i)   2  Cor.  xi.  26.  (k)   Mutt,  xxiv.  24. 

(/)   2  Thcffi  ii.  4. 
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the  fteps  of  thy  father,  my  fon ;  go  forth  in  a  plain 
unaffe&ed  way.  It  has  vexed  my  very  foul  when  I 
have  feen  poor  men,  of  low  rank,  in  powdered  hair, 
filk  breeches,  popifh  robes,  long  bands,  cramp 
words,  affedted  adtions,  wanton  eyes,  and  borrowed 
matter ;  attended  by  a  company  of  light,  frothy, 
drefly  profeffbrs,  as  void  of  humbling  grace  as  the 
Devil  is  of  hope.  It  is  fuch  who  creep  into  houfes, 
and  lead  captive  filly  women  ;  led  away  by  divers 
lulls  and  pleafures ;  ever  learning,  but  never  able  to 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  (a). 

I  have  been  in  company  with  fome  of  thefe  young 
men,  and  all  that  I  heard  them  fay  was  about  a  cer- 
tain woman,  (as  if  Chrift  were  dead)  declaring  how 
much  the  gofpel  was  beholden  to  her.  It  amazed 
me,  becaufe  I  was  fully  perfuaded  free  grace  brings 
every  believer  in  a  debtor  (/?),  and  is  indebted  to 
no  one.  I  would  revere  every  true  Chriftian  at  the 
Saviour's  feet ;  but  if  they  put  themfelves,  or  are  by 
others  put  into  the  holy  place  of  Chrift,  where  they 
ought  not  to  ftand,  we  are  to  pull  them  down  as  an 
abomination  (c).  However,  they  who  contend  fo 
vehemently  for  a  Queen,  give  me  fome  reafon  to 
fufpedt  their  hearts  are  not  right  with  the  King.  The 
Lord  grant  we  may  tread  in  Paul's  fteps,  make  Chrift 
all  in  all ;  for  God  knows  he  has  got  many  co-part- 
ners now-a-days. 

(a)  2  Tim.  iii.  6.  (b)  Rom.  viii.  12. 

{/)  Matt.  xxiv.  1  j. 

I  deflre 


(    «7    ) 

I  defire  thee,  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  to  go  oncre 
a-week  to  thofe  poor  fouls  at  G.  2nd  I  will  pay  thee 
for  thy  time  when  I  come  down  ;  deny  me  this  re- 
queft,  if  thou  dareft  :  and  look  for  no  inftruftion  to  be 
effectual  but  the  teaching  of  the  Holy  Ghoft(tf). 
Gofpel  minifters,  fitted  by  carnal  inventions,  arejuft 
as  ufeful  as  the  prophet's  fons  we  read  of  (£)  ;  fifty 
of  whom  had  got  ftrength  enough,  at  the  fchools,  to 
catch  the  prophet  Elijah,  if  the  Holy  Ghoft  ihould 
let  him  flip,  or  the  flaming  equipage  bieak  down  on 
the  airy  road.  Surely  a  chariot  paved  with  ever- 
lafting  love,  and  covered  with  atoning  blood,  axle- 
treed  with  Omnipotence,  and  conveyed  on  the  wheels 
of  eternal  election,  is  ftrong  enough  to  carry  a  foul 
to  Abraham's  boibm,  without  the  pliable  fpiing  of 
an  arm  of  flefh.  The  poor  ploughman,  who  was  but 
a  few  days  old  in  grace,  blufhed  at  their  carnal 
offer  (c)  ;  and  if  he  were  here,  we  Ihould  make  hi;n 
blufh  again,  for  we  have  many  ftrong  men.  Some 
are  for  fteadying  the  ark  with  pharifaical  conformity, 
left  the  rough  paths  of  tribulation  fhake  it  too  much  ; 
and  others  are  holding  up  the  arm  of  free-will,  as  if 
it  were  omnipotent,  to  catch  at  thofe,  who,  by  rid- 
ing too  high  in  the  chariot  of  unconditional  and 
eternal  falvation,  may  get  overthrown  :  Howbeit,  no 
fuch  paflengers  have  ever  yet  been  beholden  to  any 
of  thofe  proud  helpers  (d)  ;  and  I  am  fure  they  never 
will. 

(a)   1  Cor.  11.  13.  (h)   2  Kings  ii.  16. 

(c)  2  Kings  ii.  17.  (J)  Job  ix,   15. 
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And  now  may  the  ever-blefled  Spirit  of  all  holy 
unity  unite  our  fouls  to  Chrift,  and  to  each  other  ; 
that  he  may  be  to  us  as  the  precious  ointment  on  the 
head,  even  on  Aaron's  head,  which  ran  down  to 
his  beard,  and  went  even  to  the  fkirts  of  his  cloath- 
ing,  as  the  bleffed  dew  of  Hermon,  which  fell  on 
the  chofen  mountain  of  Zion  ;  where  God  command- 
ed the  beft  of  bleffings,  even  the  Spirit  of  life  for 
evermore  (a).  Amen,  and  amen,  fays  thy  affec- 
tionate father  in  the  unalterable  bond  of  everlafting 
Jove. 


W.  H. 

(a)  Pfalm  cxxxiii 


LET- 


1: 
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LETTER       VII. 


Winchefler-Row. 


Dear  Brother  in  Chrijl, 


YOUR's  I  received,  and  am  glad  the  fan  has 
been  amonglt  you  ;  the  floor  is  now  purged, 
and  the  hypocrites  are  gone.  Let  them  go  ; — he 
that  has  the  moft  chaff,  has  got  the  worft  crop. 
That  man  who  fvveeps  God's  houfe,  and  runs  away 
with  the  uncircumcifed  and  the  unclean,  gives  great 
room  to  fufpeft  that  he  is  a  minifter  after  the  order 
of  Satan  ;  though  God  fhould  ufe  him  as  a  fan,  and 
his  errors  as  a  wind,  to  purge  his  floor,  and  blow  away 
the  chaff.  If  God  is  with  thee,  they  that  are  of  God 
will  hear  thee  ;  but  they  that  are  of  the  world,  will 
hear  no  doctrines  but  the  commandments  of  men. 
If  your  flock  is  pure,  they  will  know  the  ihepherd's 
voice ;  and  the  purer  the  dodtrine  is,  the  better  they 
will  feed  upon  it.  There  is  no  fuch  thing  as  keeping 
a  herd  of  hypocrites  together,  without  dealing  de- 
ceitfully in  God's  covenant ;  they  mult  have  imooth 
things  prophefied  to  them  : — "  prophecy  deceits  "  was 
the  command  of  their  forefathers,  and  pofteritv  ap- 
prove  their    layings,    and    love   to   have   it  fo  (a). 

(a)  Jcr.  v.  31. 

d3  There* 
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Therefore,  that  preacher  who  feeds  them,  muft  do  it 
at  the  peril  of  his  foul ;  for  a  falfe  witnefs,  that 
fpeaketh  lies,  is  one  of  the  abominations  that  God 
hates  (#). 

I  am  forry  to  find  you  nettled,  becaufe  the  giddy 
youth,  at  the  head  of  a  party,  triumphs  in  your  af- 
fliction ;  you  muft  commit  him,  by  prayer,  to  the 
mercy  of  that  God  who  has  promifed,  he  that  is  glad 
at  calamities  Jliall  not  go  unpunijlied  (b).  A  man,  in 
fearch  after  his  own  glory,  or  any  other  branch  of 
felf-feeking,  who  wants  to  raife  a  party  by  a  falfe 
zeal  and  bigotted  fpirit ;  who  will,  in  behalf  of  any 
non-eflential  point,  divide  and  fcatter  a  flock,  and 
break  the  bond  of  peace,  and  the  more  perfect  bond 
of  gofpel  love,  which  binds  all  the  body  myftical  to 
the  head,  and  to  each'  other ;  I  fay,  fuch  an  one, 
(notwithftanding  all  his  talk  about  gofpel  order)  is 
the  author  of  confufion,  and  appears  the  oppofer  of 
him  who  is  the  author  of  peace.-— i/*?  that  gathereth 
not  zvith  me,  Jcattereth. 

I  have  narrowly  watched  the  divine  conduct  with 
feveral,  who  ran  away  at  the  head  of  a  party ;  and 
foon  faw  many  of  thofe,  who  firft  cried  out  Hofannah 
to  their  leader,  were  the  firft  alfo  who  cried  away 
iviih  him,  crucify  him.  But  this  be  fure  of,  that  as 
he  meaft:res  to  others,  fo  ftiall  it  be  meafured  to  him; 
and,  as  he  gave  the  firft  offence,  he  fliall  have  the 
greateft  meafure  of  trouble  ;  as  he  metes  to  others, 

(a)  Prov.  vi.  19.  (I)  prov,  xvii.  5. 

fo 
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fo  fhall  it  be  meafured  to  him ;  preffed  down,  fhakcn 
together,  and  running  over,  fhall  men  meafure  into 
his  bofom  in  this  life.  I  have  watched  the  hand  of 
God  in  this  matter,  and  feen  it  in  the  moft  minute 
circumftances;  yea,  in  more  than  a  thoufand  in- 
fiances.  If  Jacob  will  appear  to  be  Efau,  Leah  ihall 
appear  to  be  Rachel  ;  and  if  he  takes  the  advantage 
of  his  father's  blindnefs,  the  fore-eyed  wife  fhall  de- 
ceive him  in  the  dark.  But  you  will  fay,  Jacob  had 
a  right  to  the  bleffing;  true: — but  Jacob  had  no 
command  from  God  to  tell  lies  to  get  it.  David 
lay  with  Uriah's  wife  in  fecret ;  and  Abfalom  fhall 
lay  with  his  wives  upon  the  houfe-top,  in  the  open 
face  of  the  fun.  David  cut  off  the  life  of  Uriah,  and 
Joab  fhall  cut  oft  Abfalom,  David's  favourite ;  and, 
though  the  Father  gives  a  charge  concerning  the 
young  man,  yet  a  living  gallows  fhall  receive  him  ; 
and  his  fine  head  of  hair  fhall  ferve  inftead  of  a  halter 
to  hang  him  in  the  oak.  Mercy  fhall  be  fure  to 
David's  foul,  and  the  rod  as  fure  to  David's  fin  ;  for 
the  Lord  God  of  recotnpenccs  fhall  furely  requite  (a). 
Whofoever  he  be  that  appears  a  rod  to  others,  is 
fure  to  make  one  for  himfelf;  and  if  God  does  not 
pay  him  double  in  this  world,  he  will  pay  him  triple 
in  the  next.  To  pray  for  fuch,  is  the  way  to  get  an 
anfwer  in  our  own  bofom,  and  to  heap  coals  on  their 
head  ;  therefore  pray  for  him  in  private,  and  with- 
ftand  him  in  public,  for  his  way  is  perverfe  before 

(*)  Jcr.  II.  $6, 

Q^4  the 
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the  Lord.  But  be  fure  never  to  rejoice  when  evil 
finds  him,  nor  fuffer  thy  lips  to  fin,  by  wifhing  a  curfe 
to  his  foul  (a). 

Thou  muft  never  exped:  to  fland  on  the  tongue  of 
hypocrites,  nor  take  a  falfe  flight  on  the  wings  of 
fame ;  if  we  receive  the  witnefs  of  men,  the  witnefs 
of  God  is  greater.     That  matter  we  get  from  God, 
in  anfwer  to  the  humble  prayer  of  faith,  put  up  un- 
der a  fenfe  of  our  ignorance,   and  mabilkv  for  the 
important  work,  we  may,  (if  fcripture  bear  us  out) 
venture  to  deliver  it  :  God  will  never  give  us  a  ftone 
for  bread,  a  ferpent  for  a  fifh,  or  a  fcorpion  for  an 
egg*     If  a  man  lack  wifdom,  let  him  aik  it  of  God, 
who  giveth  liberally  and  upbraideth  not.     The  mat- 
ter I  obtain  this  way,  1  am  bold  to  preach,  though 
it  differ  from  the  prefcribed  rule  of  commentators. 
Paul  owns  he  knew  but  in  part,  and  prophefied  in 
part ;  and  thofe  who  have  undertaken  to  explain  the 
whole  Bible,  were  not  infallible ;  nor  can  I  believe 
wifdom  died  with  them  (£).     Give  heed  to  the  more 
fure  word  of  prophecy,  until  the  day  ftar  arife  in  your 
heart,  and  then  follow  that ;  it  will  lead  you  to  every 
myftery  where  the  Saviour  lays;  and  when  you  have 
found  him,  hold  him  forth  to  poor  finners,  without 
money,  and  without  price,  as  a  good  fleward  of  the 
manifold  grace  of  God  that  is  treafured  up  in  Chrift 
Jefus. 

(a)  Job  xxxi.  30.  (h)  Jobxii.  2. 

A  fermon 
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A  fermon  borrowed  from  commentators,  is  but  a 
dry  bread ;  it  is  neither  wet  with  dew,  nor  warm 
with  love.  All  that  a  man  learns  by  rote,  is  too 
weak  to  hold  his  foul  in  a  ftorm  ;  but  one  fingle 
promife,  brought  home  with  power  to  the  foul  by 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  fixeth  the  heart  for  ever.  If  you 
know  the  pardon  of  your  fin,  the  liberty  of  God's 
Spirit,  and  enjoy  union  and  communion  with  Chrift, 
you  are  wife  to  falvation,  though  you  never  read 
any  book  but  the  Bible  ;  and  he  that  is  a  ftranger  to 
heart-work,  is  but  a  novice,  though  his  head  be 
fiuffed  with  ten  thoufand  comments. 

Grace  be  with  thee,  ever  thine, 


W.  H. 


LET- 
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LETTER     VIII. 

Winchefter-Row. 

Dear  Brother  in  Chrlft, 

I  WISH  thee  abundant  fuccefs  in  thy  labours ; 
and  approve  much  of  thy  proceedings.  It  was 
the  holy  refolution  of  the  apoftle  Paul,  not  to  build 
on  another  man's  foundation,  or  rejoice,  (as  fome  in 
our  days  do)  in  another  man's  line  of  things,  made 
ready  to  their  hands,  Paul's  holy  ambition  led  him 
to  drive  to  preach,  where  Chrift  Jefus  had  not  been 
named,  that  he  might  fee  the  Spirit  communicated, 
and  truth  eftablifhed  by  his  own  inftrumentality.  He 
was  for  plowing  as  well  as  fowing ;  and,  as  a  wife 
mafter-builder,  he  was  fond  of  laying  the  founda- 
tion ;  and  others  were  as  fond  of  building  hay, 
ftraw  and  ftubble  thereon  ;  but  that  work  was  done 
at  their  peril.  Aim  more  at  being  a  father,  than  a 
nurfe  ;  Paul  fays,  though  ye  have  ten  thoufand  injlru&ors 
in  Chrift,  yet  have  ye  not  many  fathers  ;  I  have  beget- 
ten  you  (a). 

I  have  obferved  fome  who  are  very  fond  of  break- 
ing through  all  bounds,  into  another  man's  labours ; 
and  with  a  party  fpirit,  and  a  fiery  zeal,  will  draw  a 
wonderful  train  after  them,  both  bad  and  good  ;  and 
if  they  can  chain  them  up  in  a  bigotted  fpirit,  and 
get  them  to  hate  the  poor  pallor  that  at  firft  begat 
them,  then  they  fay,  we  have  eftablifhed  a   church* 

(a)   1  Cor.  iv.   ic. 

This 
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This  Paul  calls  %eahujly  affecting  them,  but  not  well  (a)  ; 
and  i.    the  father   of   this   runaway   flock  exclaims 
againft  thofe  thievifh  meafurcs,  as  Paul  did,   (when 
he  called  them  deceitful  workers    then  thefe  (tatter- 
ing gentlemen  call  it — being  perfected  for  righteouf- 
U$V  fake.     However,  Peter  is  of  another   way  of 
thinking  ;   he  calls  it  being  buffctted  for  their  faults ; 
and  tells  them  to  take  it  patiently  ;  hinting  thereby, 
that   they  juftly    deferve  it.     1  have  often  thought, 
that  if  fuch   minifters  were  to  go  into  a  barren  foil, 
and  cultivate  their  own   land,  they  would  cut  a  very 
poor  figure  in  the  miniftry.     Ho  vever,  they  rather 
chufe  to  get  amongft  a  fimple  flock  with  warm  hearts, 
as  they  think  fuch  are  eafilv  deceived  by  a  falfe  zeal ; 
and  he  that  is  fo  fond  of  warming  his  hands  at  ano- 
ther man's  fire,  gives  one  room  to  fufpedt  he  is  one 
of  §a\omori  sluggards,  who  will  not  plough  up  a  bar- 
ren foil,    by  reajen  of  the  cold;  therefore  he  Jhatt  c 
harvejij  and  have   nothing — nothing  but  other  men's 
labours.     I  have  watched  fome  of  thefe  poor  fimple 
fouls,   who  have  been  thus  led  away;  and  all  their 
work  appeared  to  be  condemning  thofe  as  diforderlv, 
who  were  more  righteous  than  themfelves ;  boafting 
of  their  order,  prejudiced  againft  others,  bitter  againft 
thofe  who  flood  faft  in  liberty,  and  enjoyed  the  love 
of  Chrift  ;  yea,  fome  whom  God  hath  called  by  me, 
who  were  as  dear  to  me  as  my  own  life,  have  I  beheld 
with  many  tears,  being  grieved  to  I  ></>ur's 

blefled  image  fo  defaced  on  them;  indeed  they  ilvm- 

(a)  Gal.  iv.  17. 

ed 
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ed  to  have  no  more  features  than  an  oyfter.  This 
taught  me  to  underftand  Paul's  meaning  by  the  fol- 
lowing paflage  :  "  But  I  fear  left  by  any  means/* 
(mark,  any  means)  "  as  the  Serpent  beguiled  Eve 
through  his  fubtilty,  fo  your  minds  fhould  be  cor- 
rupted from  the  fimplieity  that  is  in  Chrift  (a)." 
Indeed,  poor  fouls,  thus  led  into  prejudice,  ftripped  of 
fimplieity,  taught  the  art  of  fcorning,  and  prohibited 
hearing,  and  communing  with  warm-hearted  found 
minifters  of  Chrift,  are  as  much  prieft-ridden,  as  a 
blood-thirfty  Papift  on  his  pilgrimage,  or  walking 
bare-footed,  doing  penance.  Chrift's  yoke  is  eafy,  and 
his  burden  light;  but  all  other  yokes  are  made  of  iron : 
however,  the  yoke  of  prieft-craft,  as  well  as  others, 
will  be  deftroyed  by  fuch  as  enjoy  God's  anointing  (b). 
If  God's  grace  reign  and  rule  in  the  heart,  there  will 
be  good  order  in  the  affedlions,  and  fuch  cannot  walk 
diforderly  before  men ;  but  if  the  heart  be  not 
changed  by  grace,  let  them  appear  in  as  much  order 
as  they  will,  or  talk  ever  fo  much  about  it,  they 
are  but  refined  pharifees  at  moft  ;  and  fuch  are  faid 
to  dwell  nigher  the  gates  of  hell  than  either  publU 
cans,  or  harlots. 

As  to  their  doubting  of  your  being  fent  of  God,  if 
is  nothing ;  if  God  has  fent  thee,  he  will  blefs  thee ; 
and  let  his  hand  be  known  toward  thee,  and  his  in- 
dignation toward  them  that  hate  thee  for  his  fake. 
DMfenting  churches  have  fent  out  many  into  God's 
vineyard,  whom  God  never  owned,   but  hath  difco-? 

{e)   2  Cor.  xi,  3.  (I)  Ifa.  x.  27. 
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vered  them,  and  fent  them  back  into  the  world 
from  whence  they  appeared  to  come.  The  apoftles 
themfelves  caft  lots  to  chufe  a  minifter  in  the  place 
of  Judas,  and  the  lot  fell  on  Matthias,  and  he  was 
numbered  with  the  eleven  apoftles.  Thus  the  lot 
of  men  fell  on  Matthias,  but  the  Saviour's  lot  fell  on 
Saul  of  Tarfus ;  and  he,  into  whofe  lap  the  Lord's 
lot  fell,  muft  be  one  of  the  chiefeft  apoftles.  This 
was  the  Lord's  doing,  and  it  was  marvellous  in  the 
eyes  of  many. 

If  God  giveth  you  to  fee  clearly  your  intereft  in 
his  everlofling  covenant,  and  alio  a  door  of  utterance 
to  fpeak  foundly  and  boldly,  and  goes  before  you  ifl 
providence  to  open  a  door  for  you,  to  communicate 
the  word  of  life  to  others,  fends  many  finners  to  hear 
you,  and  opens  their  hearts  to  receive  the  glad 
tidings,  and  you  can  fee  finners  renewed  in  mind, 
and  reformed  in  life,  thefe  are  full  proofs  of  your 
being  fent  of  God  ;  and  you  may  fay,  as  Paul  did, 
I  am  a  preacher  not  of  man,  n°r  by  man.  I  have 
chofen  you,  and  ordained  you,  fays  the  Saviour ; 
and,  as  a  free  agent,  he  often  fhevvs  his  abfolute  prero- 
gative now-a-days,  in  the  fame  way  :  but  fuch  as 
God  fends  are,  by  {tiff  gentlemen,  ftigmatized  with 
the  name  of  Irrreguhv s>  as  if  the  God  of  all  good 
der  dealt  in  nothing  but  irregularities.  However, 
we  believe  a  man  commifiioned  from  heaven  to 
be  in  divine  orders,  though  he  (lands  aloof  I 
prieftcraft.     Do  nothing  without  confuting  Chriit, 

wear 
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wear  no  yoke  but  his,  have  no  mafter  but  him  ;  ca- 
ret earneftly  his  approbation,  rejoice  in  no  teftimony 
but  his,  watch  his  hand  all  the  day  long,  and  if  God 
appears  on  thy  fide,  thou  haft  no  caufe  to  fear  what 
flefh  and  blood  can  do  unto  thee.  Stand  faft  in 
Chrift  Jefus,  and  you  will  be  as  an  iron  pillar,  and  a 
brazen  wall ;  but  if  you  are  looking  for  man's  tefti- 
mony  only,  you  will  be  nothing  but  a  reed  Ihaken 
with  the  wind.  I  can  truly  fympathize  with  you; 
for  I  have  had  enough  of  this  falfe  fire  caft  amongft 
my  fheaves,  which  I  have  fowed  in  tears,  and  reaped  in 
joy  (a).  But  this  be  fure  of,  that  all  thofe  perfons 
who  communicate  a  narrow  contracted  fpirit  to  a 
flock,  or  fix  prejudice  on  the  minds  of  fimple  fouls, 
who  divide  the  affeftions  of  a  fociety,  and  fcatter 
difcord  among  them,  are  feed  (men  of  Satan  ;  for  God 
hates  that  man,  and  holds  him  in  abomination,  who 
foweth  difcord  among  brethren  (£).  If  you  watch 
thofe  dividers  and  fcatterers,  you  will  fee  their  joy 
counterfeited,  their  love  feigned,  their  matter  bor- 
rowed, and  their  way  into  God's  fold  to  be  by  hy- 
pocrifv,  craftinefs,  and  the  cunning  art  of  the  devil. 
Surely  we  may  get  into  the  fold  by  Chrift,  without 
taking  counfel  of  devils.  If  God  giveth  thee  a  dif- 
cerning  eye,  you  will  fee  a  fallen  countenance  (which 
is  a  certain  indication  of  a  guilty  confcience)  through 
all  the  mafque  of  their  feigned  love;  but  if  you 
ftand  faft  in  Chrift  Jefus,  your  face  will  fhine,  and 

(*)  Pf.  cxxvi.  5.  (£)  Prov.  vi.  19. 
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God  will  appear  the  health  of  your  countenance  (a)  ; 
and  that,  with  the  power  which  attends  the  word, 
will  eftablifh  you  as  a  minifter  of  Chrift,  in  the  con- 
fciences  of  thofe  difcerning  Chriftians  who  hear 
you  (J?).  The  light  troop  that  followeth  him  ihews 
of  what  fpirit  the  leader  is.  It  has  been  a  grief  to 
my  very  foul  when  I  have  feen  a  perfon,  whom  I  had 
^gieat  xeafon  to  believe  was  a  hypocrite,  fond  of  me ; 
alas,  faid  I,  furely  I  am  of  the  world ;  for  this  worldling 
loves  me  !  but  foonGod  has  turned  his  heart  to  hate 
me,  and  to  deal  fubtilly  with  my  foul.  I  blefs  God 
for  the  world's  hatred,  and  I  blefs  God  for  a  faint's 
love.  Be  not  aftonifhed  at  his  gifts  ;  a  mufician  can 
play  at  any  time,  if  he  has  the  ufe  of  his  hands ;  and 
a  minifter,  with  a  gift  only,  is  compared  to  an  inftru- 
ment,  without  life,  giving  found  :  he  can  play  when 
he  pleafes,  if  he  has  but  the  ufe  of  his  tongue.  How- 
ever, Paul  knew  what  it  was  to  want  a  door  of  utter- 
ance ;  yea,  and  what  it  was  to  go  bound  in  the  fpi- 
rit ;  and  Ezekiel  knew  what  it  was  to  be  dumb  before 
a  whole  audience,  and  what  it  was  to  have  his  mouth 
open  to  him  that  efcaped  ;  and  if  this  man  is  never 
burthened  with  the  crofs,  if  never  bound  in  fpirit, 
if  never  on  the  mount,  if  always  alike,  he  has  no 
changes  ;  therefore  he  fears  not  God,  he  only  Hands 
in  the  teftimony  of  men,  feeds  on  human  applaufc, 
and  is  furnifhed  for  the  pulpit  by  Mr.  Brown's  Com- 
ments, and  Mr.  Reach's  Metaphors.  I  have  nothing 
to  fay  againft  the  divinity  of  thofe  good  men,  but 

(a)  Pf.xlii,  u.  (b)  2  Cor.i- 


you  muft  get  your  divinity  from  Chrift,  as  thofe  good 
men  did ;  or  elfe  you  mud  confefs  at  laft,  as  the  pro- 
phet's fon  did,  Alas,  Mafter,  it  was  borrowed  !  I 
have  heard  fome  preach  found  difcourfes,  which  I 
have  admired,  and  when  I  have  been  in  converfation 
with  them,  they  appeared  never  to  have  experienced 
any  thing  they  faid  :  fuch  are  fubjects  of  blame,  and 
objects  of  pity.  Leave  off  that  way  of  gadding 
from  houfe  to  houfe,  to  fill  your  belly ;  be  in  prayer 
and  in  ftudy  day  and  night :  he  favours  moft  of  Chrift 
in  the  pulpit  who  lives  the  neareft  to  him  in  private. 
If  the  love  of  the  Father,  the  grace  of  the  Saviour, 
and  the  teftimony  of  the  Spirit  be  in  you,  you  will  be 
found  in  the  Trinity,  without  being  forced  to  buy 
volumes  of  commentators ;  but  if  you  err  in  the  foun- 
tain, every  ftream  will  run  corrupt.  What  God  re- 
veals 'in  his  word,  ftand  in  ;  and  where  God  has 
fixed  you,  there  ftand  faft,  and  give  place  to  none  ; 
and  fee  that  you  do  not  difgrace  in  life,  what  you  re- 
commend in  word  ;  and  when  you  fee  fheep-ftealers 
come  tumbling  over  God's  hedges,  do  not  ad:  the 
part  of  a  dumb  dog  (#),  but  bark,  snd  bite  too ; 
for  God  makes  us  fharp- -rhrefhing  inftrurnents,  having 
teeth  (b)  :  as  flails,  we  rftuft  keep  beatings  and  as 
we  have  teeth,  we  mult  ufe  them;  but  only  with 
the  wolves,  and  the  foxes,  who  come  to  fteal  the 
lambs.     Grace  be  whh  thee. 

Ever  thine,    W.  H. 
(*)  Ifa.lvi.jo.  (h)  Ifa.  xfl.  i5. 
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